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M. 
ANNUAL REPORTS OF THE SURVEYORS" GENERAL, 
REPORT OF THE SURVEYOR GENER \L OF IOWA AND WISCONSIN. 
SuRVEYOR GENERAL!s OFFICE, 
Dubuque, October 18, 1849. 
SIR: I have the llonor respectfully to communicate the foUm,ring report 
of the public surveys of this district fm: the year ending this day. 
SURVEYS OUT OF THE APPROPRIATION FOR 1S48. 
At the date of the last annual1eport there was still at the diflposal of 
my predecessor-of the amount appolitioned to this. offiqe for surveys in 
that year, including the additional sum of five thousand dollars granted 
on the 31st of October-about ten thousand dollars; all of which was 
covered by contracts, into which he erutered during the ensuing Decem-
ber. In Apl'il of the present year there was found a sufficient balance to 
justify another contract, which was accordingly e11tered into. 
These surveys were confined to .the subdivision of such townships in 
the so-called Neutral Ground as were reported to be actually settling. 
The contract time for the return o£ these~ as well as some of the surveys 
contracted for at an earlier date·, was greatly exceeded, in co11sequence of 
an unusual prevalence and depth of snow and severe cold, which con-
tinued from November to JYiarch inclusive, and extremely high water, 
especially in Iowa, during the t.'nonths of April and May, so that the sur-
veys contracted :fi)r in December, and some of those contracted for three 
months earlier, could not, with prnpriety, be prosecuted during the 
months between October and June. The snow, for five months, averaged 
two feet of depth, and the high water that followed the melting of this body 
of snow was prolonged by an exceedingly rainy spring. In consequence of 
these facts, several of the deputies, whose contracts dated in I Jecember,. 
did not commence operations in the field until late in the following May. 
Four of those whose contracts dated in October, one whose contract 
dated in Jnly, and another in August, had to suspend operations until 
the same period; while six of those whose contracts dated either in July 
or August completed their work in the midst of the snow, some of whom 
had every member of their party severely frozen, and all suffered extremely 
from the difficult travelling and excessive cold. 
'rhese facts explain the tardiness of the returns out of this appropria-
tion, all of which, however, are now closed, except two of the districts. 
assigned in December last, one of which is returned to this Qffice, but not 
examined, and the other is nearly completed in the field. 
Of the twenty-nine contracts entered into, there have already been 
thirty-nine seven1l returns made to your office, and four formal relinquish-
ments: thus, while the multiplied returns to this office have jncreased its 
labors, their irregularity has tended to retard its operations. 
SURVEYS OliT OF THE APPROPRIATION FOR 1849. 
Your instructions for continuing the surveys contemplated by the above-
appropriation reached me on the 2d of July last. Theie instructions re... 
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quiree.l such an expeHditure of the amount apportioned to this district as 
would serure the survey of those lands in Wisconsin, Iowa, and Minne-
sota, which would accommodate the largest number of settlers, and com-
mand the most ready sale when brought into market. It has been my 
aim to yield a scrupulous compliance to these instructions. Eleven hun-
dred miles of township lines have been contracted for in the Territory of 
:Minnesota, east of the Mississippi river, covering nearly all the ceded land 
within this Territory. The detailed reports that are to be submitted with 
the returns of these township lines will accurately define the limits of such 
tracts upon Rum river, and upon the St. Croix and its tributaries, as are 
timbered by pine, and will determine the location of settlements which, 
judging from the emigration of the present season in that direction, must 
be extensive and rapidly increasing. 
Nearly two thousand miles of township lines 7 located principally upon the 
Desmoines river and its triiJutaries, have been put under contract for survey 
in Iowa. This work will complete the townshipping of all the ceded lands 
east of the main Desmoi11es river, and embrace nearly four millions of acres 
ofvaluable land, the choicest parts of which are already claimed, and a 
considerable portion of which, it is believed, will be purchased as soon as 
it is subject to entry. These surveys include the continuation of the se· 
cond correction line to the Missouri river. It was designed, by the estab· 
lishment of this line, to determine the character of the country through 
which it would pass, and to establish a base for the survey of such parts 
there0f as might then or may hereafter be settled. The deputy's report, 
however, is unfavorable; the soil between the Desmoines and Missouri 
rivers, except in the vicinity of the latter, being quite poor, and there being 
an almost entire absence of timber. 
It has been decided not to survey any township lines in 'Viseonsin out 
of this appropriation, except about one hundred miles upon the St. Croix 
river near the fourth correction line. Nearly twelve hundred miles of 
township lines upon Chippewa river and its tributaries were surveyed 
in 1848; only five townships of which were subdivided out of the appropri· 
ation for that year. r-rhese township lines, as I learn from the reports of the 
deputies by whom they were surveyed, embraced all the mills and lum· 
bering operations between Wisconsin and St. Croix rivers, except such as 
are located upon lands previously surveyed. Hence the purpose of survey-
ing the pine timber lands was better answered by subdividing these town-
ships than by extending township lines into a region where lumbering has 
not yet commenced; and, as both objects could not be accomplished this 
season, it was deemed, most proper to apply to the subdivision of these 
townships so much of the apportionment as properly belonged to Wiscon-
sin. 
Th~ system adopted by my predecessor, of requiring a report of the dep-
uties upon township lines as to the particular chararten of theil' respective 
districts, and of the extent and progress of settle.ment thereon, has been of 
great assistance in enabling me to determi!1e upon the townships that should 
be earliest subdivided. r-rhe track of emigration and settlement, as indi-
cated in these reports, or as otherwise satisfactoriiy determined, has been. 
the guide to the subdivisions. But neither this nor any system that can 
be adopted, except that of leaving isolated townships unsurveyed, is free 
from the objection of surveying unsettled and unsaleable lands. In the 
State of \Visconsin fifty-five townships and fractional townships, equal to 
234 Doc. No. 5. 
about thirty-six hundred and fifty miles, or one million two hundred thou-
sand acres, are under contract for subdivision. 
In the State of Iowa one hundred and seven townships, equal to sixty· 
five hundred miles, or two million five hundred thousand acres, are being 
subdivided into sections, making the total of townships in Wisconsin and 
Iowa now in process of subdivision, including the six of last year not yet 
completed, one h11ndred and sixty-eight; no part of the return~ of which, 
save those transmitted to your office on the 20th and 29th ultimo, have 
yet been touched. The return 0f this work pas already commenced, 
and will, from this date fonyard, be ~o punctual as to cause no interrup-
tion in the operations of t;his office. It is thought advisable that the 
draugqting of every description should hereafter be exclusively executed 
by salaried clerks, who, it is estimated, will be able to prepare plats of 
this entire work, and return them to your offlCe, and that of the respective 
registers, by the first day of May next. 
Of this apportionment there is still at my dispm;al about five thousand 
dollars, an amount that will be held in reserve until all the township lines 
<>f the present season are returned, that I may be able to apply it to such 
surveys as are most urgently required. 
' . 
RECOMMENDATIONS BY THE GEOLOGIST. 
The surveys this season have reached every section of the district in 
which their necessity or importance had been brought to the attention of 
this office, and where a survey could with propriety be prosecuted. 
In a communication addressed by Dr. D. D. Owen, United States geolo-
gist, to the surveyor general of this district, in April last, (a copy of \vhich 
is attached,) such portions of ·\'Visconsin and Minnesota as were by him 
deemed important to have surveyed this season were officiaHy brought to 
the notice of this office. The localities mentioned in this communica-
tion have all been covered by contrac-t, out of the appropriation of the 3d 
of March last, except a small tract of country, on the south shore of Lake 
Superior, embracing the forks of Bad river and Madeline island. It was 
inexpedient to execute this recommendation. The deputy who performs 
a survey on the south shore of Lake Superior, should have his arrange-
ments made the preceding fall, so as to take advantage of the opening of 
navigation to reach his work, which must be completed before navigation 
closes. The only practicable route to the surveys, in-this region, is by 
Chicago, Mackinaw, Sault St. Thiarie, and La Pointe, a distance of thir-
teen hundred miles, with indifferent and uncertain means of conveyance; 
besides, the navigation season of Lake Superior seldom extends to five 
months, the later periods of which are extremely hazardous. The facts 
show that a survey in this distant region cannot be undertaken upon short 
notice, and should not be undertaken unless demanded by progress of 
settlement, and a certainty that government will, at least, realize a return 
of the heavy cost of prosecuting it, which cannot be under a lower than 
the six-dollars-per-mile maximum. 
Such portions of the country, recommended by the geologist, as adjoin 
streams navigable for bark canoes;, have been thoroughly examined by 
himself and assistants; but these reconnaissances should not be regarded 
as forming an argument either in favor of the facility or practicability of 
prosecuting a linear survey. The geologist derives his chief data from 
the banks of the larger streams, and thus, by the assistance of the expert 
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and practical voyageurs, his field of operation is the only thoroughfare 
which the country affords, while, to the surveyor these thoroughfares 
are but so many barriers to his progress. With all his supplies upon his 
own and the backs of his assistants, in a country where changes of to-
pography vary the nature of diffi.cultieB without lessening the hardships 
which they impose, the deputy hils no choice of ground, but is confined 
to a line, and is compelled to encounter ·whatever his line intersects. 
INDIAN DEPREDATION. 
James M. Marsh, deputy surveyor, while engaged in extending the 
second correction line· to the Missouri river, under his cont~act of the 9th 
of July last, was interrupted and robbed by a band of Sioux warriors, as 
you were advised by my letter of the 15th of August last, a copy of 
which is attached. 'rhe facts set forth in this letter have since been fully 
corroborated. His loss by this robbery, as I have become satisfied by an 
examination into the facts, cannot be justly estimated at less than fifteen 
hundred dollars. As he entered into this contract without the remotest 
probability of difficulty with the Indians, and this serious misfortune was 
wholly without provocation on his part, I am persuaded that Congress 
will feel it a pleasure to indemnify him. 
NORTHERN BOUNDARY OF IOWA. 
By your communication of September 26, 1849, I was advised that 
Captain Thomas J. Lee had been detailed to fix the point of the intersec-
tion of the parallel of 43° 30' north latitude with the Mississippi river, 
preliminary to the establishment of the northern boundary of Iowa upon 
this parallel; and I was further advised that, for the execution of this 
work, full instructions would be given me early next season. 
The act of the 3d of March last, a"Uthorizing the running and marking 
of this boundary, contemplates the agency of the surveyor general. I 
therefore herewith submit an estimate for this work, based upon the usual 
method of tracing a parallel of latitude. It is suggested, however, that 
this estimate makes no allowance for interruptions, but presumes that the 
line can be executed between the months of April and November. 
Should it be commenced, however, later than the 1st of May, there is 
great danger that the setting in of winter will prevent its completion iR 
tme season; in which event, at lea~t five thousand dollars should be added 
to this estimate: 'rhis boundary, throughout nearly its whole extent, 
traverses the territory of the Sioux Indians-a tribe that, upon a recent 
occasion, fearlessly and insultingly plundered a party while in the execu-
tion of a public l<;md survey under authority of the government, and who 
have, upon previous occasions, shown no hesitancy in perpetrating open 
aml unprovoked robberies. In view of these facts, I respectfully suggest 
the importance of occupying Fort Atkinson with a force of dragoons, to 
awe, and, if necessary, chastise, these Indians during the survey of the 
boundary line. 
It is highly important that this boundary should be marked as a b~se 
line for that portion of the surveys, in the Territory of Minnesota, ly1?g 
west of the Mississippi. I therefore respectfully suggest that your. m-
structions for the running of this boundary be so framed as to adm1t of 
the surveyor general's directing the marking thereof. 
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PLAN FOR CONDWCTING THE SURVEYS IN MINNESOTA, WEST OF' THE 1\'liS· 
SISSIPPI RIVER. 
It has been in contemplation to establish a new meridian, to be styled 
the sixth principal meridian, commencing at some central point in the 
boundary of Iowa and l\1innesota. The fifth principal meridian ceases 
sixty miles south of this boundary, being subsequently determined by 
offset. The accuracy and uniformity of the surveys demand· a principal 
meridian. Upon examinatioN, however, it has been found, for two im-
portant reasons, impracticable either to adopt the fifth principal meridian 
in: or to establish a sixth principal meridian for, the surveys of Minne-
sota west of the Mississippi river. · 
1st. rrhere has been very recently ceded a small ' tract ~of land in this 
division of Minnesota, adjoining Lake Pepin, which may be regarded as 
a proper index for the locality of future cessions. The object in effecting 
treaties with the Sioux Indians, who now own the lands from th.e Missis-
sippi to the Missouri 'river, will be to obtain such of thei-r lands as will 
first settle. This policy will lead to the earliest possible purchase of all 
or any portion of their lands adjoining the Mississippi river. By adopting 
the fifth, or establishing a sixth principal meridian, the c.ession already 
made, and others similarly located that will probably soon be made, can-
not be surveyed without running either a base or meridia~1 line, or both, 
through Indian territory-a service hazardous in itself, and expensive to 
the government. 
2d. The Mississippi river, to the northern boundary of Iowa, has di-
vided two series of surveys, and, so long as it continues to be a meandered 
river, may very properly do so; but the surveys upon the east side of that 
river have already very nearly reached the point where its size will not 
justify its being meandered, and when, of course, it can no longer divide 
distinct systems of survey. Besides, there is a vast tract of country, 
which is being steadily and rapidly approached by the surveys and settle-
ments, lying north of the sources of the l\1isfSissippi, where, if the two 
systems are allowed to go forward, there wilJ .. be no line or means of divi-
sion whatever. To get rid of these difficulties, and establish a system 
that should be f~·ee from these and similar objections, has been a subject 
upon which I have bestowed much examination and thought, the result 
of which has determined me to adopt, for the western division of Minne-
sota, the same base and meridian to which the surveys in eastern Minne-
sota and in Wisconsin are referable. This system proposes to adopt the 
numbering from the fourth prmcipal meridian in Wisconsin, and from the 
base line forming the southern boundary of that State, for all the surveys 
lying north of the northern boundary of Iowa. . 
LANDS RECOMMENDED F'OR SURVEY NEXT SEASON. 
In Minnesota. 
The surveys in this Territory will consist in subdividing such town-
ships (the boundaries of which are now being run) as are settled, or 
which are covered by valuable timber. Should the report of the deputies 
engaged upon these township lines sustain the representations which 
·' 
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prompted their execution, a just amount of the next apportionment can 
be advantageously employed on this work. 
In Iowa. 
The decree of the Supreme Court of the United States deciding the 
question of boundary between the States of Missouri and Iowa will ena-
ble this office, so soon as the boundary is determined upo11 the ground, 
to close and connect the adjoining surveys thereto. 'rhe boundaries and 
subdivisions of fourteen fractional townships, ranges 4 to 17 mclusive, 
were closed upon" Sullivan's line" prior to your instructions of April18, 
1845; since which date, no survey has been carried south of township 
68. In the case of the fourteen fractional townships above named, it is im-
portant that they should be examined and carefully closed upon the State 
boundary, as it is impossible that this boundary will coincide with "Sul-
livan's line," either in respect to position or monuments. 
The surveys .executed north of." Sullivan's line," under the authority 
of the surveyor general at St. Louis, and transferred to this office for ex-
amination and approval, under your instructions-of the 4th of Angust, 
1846, will likewise have to be closed to the boundary as established 
under the decree of the Supreme Court of the United States. In order 
that these fractional townships may be brought into market, it is import-
ant that they be closed without delay. I have therefore submitted a 
separate estimate for this work, as its execution cannot come under a per-
mile compensation. 
The surveys in township 67, adjoining·· this boundary, from range 17 
to 35, intermitted pursuant to your instructions of the 18th of April, 1845, 
should also be made as soon as this boundary is completed. This strip, 
of a hundred miles in length and five in width, equal to about three 
hundred and twenty tpousand acres, is principally settled, and will un-
questionably command ready sale. 
A strip of country adjoining the Missouri river, of about eighteen miles 
in width, and extending from the southern boundary of Iowa to the 
second correction line, is also recommended for survey next season. 
The soil of this section IS highly spoken of by Mr. Marsh, who has 
been employed during the last two seasons in extending the base and 
first and second correction lines to the Missouri river, its proximity to 
which suggests great natural advantages. It embraces all the timber 
skirting the eastern bank of that important thoroughfare, and the timbered 
portion of its Iowa tributaries. 
At the close of the present season, there will have been established the 
exterior boundaries of one hundred townships in Iowa, more than can be 
subdivided out of the appropriation of 3d of March last; the survey of 
which next season has been had in view in estimating for surveys out of 
the appropriation at the next session of Congress. 
In Wisconsin. 
The unsurveyed lands of the district that, in my judgment, offer the 
highest present inducement to settlement, are a portion of those ceded to 
the United States by the Menomonie Indians on the 18th of October last. 
These lands are nearly encompassed by those which have long since 
been surveyed, and are for a hundred miles bounded by a prosperous 
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and growing settlement. That portion of the cession which adjoins Fot 
river is reputed of the highest value for agricultural purposes. This part 
is already settled to some extent, although in f~ct, and by treaty stipula. 
tion, it is still in the occupancy of the Indians. I have learned this f~ct 
through reliable sourc~s, one of which was a lengthy and earnest request 
for instructions that should enable the settlers to continue the surveys at 
their own expense. 
The contemplated improvement and union of Fox and Wisconsin 
rivers are prolific of inducements to immigrants, affording, indeed, a 
higher guarantee than has been presented in any previous example of 
rapid and peTmanent settlement. Aside from these facts, and equal in 
importance, is the consideration of the extent of pine timber within the 
limits of this cession, vast quantities of which are annually floated down 
the Mississippi river. The lumbering interest upon the Wisconsin river 
has been steadily increasing ever since the l\ienomonie cessjon of 1836, 
the pine having been taken principally from unceded lands, and from soil 
unadapted to cultivation. Thus the development and impoverishment of 
its resources have kept pace with each other. No motive has existed, nor 
now exists, for husbanding this prime resouree of the country, nor will 
there be until the lands become the property of individuals. 
By the terms of the treaty, these lands remain in the occupancy of 
the Menomonies until the 18th of October next. Presuming that subse-
quently to that date they will be fully and immediately open to survey, 
I recommend that during the ensuing winter, 1850-'51, so much of the 
cession as is marked with dotted lines upon the accompanying diagram 
of Wisconsin be run into townships, and that subdivisions follow as rap-
idly as returns of township lines are made and approved. In this way, 
it is believed that the more valuable and most saleable parts may be in 
market by the 30th of June, 1851. ~ 
As the surveys above recommended will consume the whole amount that 
it is presumed will be apportioned for surveying in ·wisconsin, no other 
surveys are recommended within the State. 
BOUNDARY OF WISCONSIN AND MINNESOTA. 
The meridian line from the St. Louis to the 'St. Croix river, which, by 
the terms of the act of Congress approved 29th May, 1848, forms a 
portion of the boundary between the State of vViscosin and the 'rerritory 
of Minnesota, must be established before further progress is made in the 
svrveys upon St. Croix river. 'rhe surveys this season will reach the 
point where a line drawn due south from the first rapids in St. Louis 
river will interse€t the St. Croix river. In order, therefore, to comply 
with the act of 12th June, 1840, entitled "An act for the discontinuance 
of the office of surveyor general in the several districts," &c., the sur-
veys in Wisconsin must be kept separately from those in the Territory of 
Minnesota, which can only be accomplished by intermitting the surveys 
upon the upper St. Croix until this .boundary is run and marked. As 
the district that will thus be excluded from survey is reported to be high-
ly valuable both for its timber and minerals, it is presumed that authority 
will be given me for· the establishment of this line next season. I have 
therefore submitted an estimate for that purpose. The party will have to 
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reach St. Louis river by the route already ascribed to the surveys 
upon the south shore of Lake Superior. The first twelve miles of this 
boundary is within the country owned and occupied by the Chippewa 
Indians, running parallel to and within two or three miles of their eastern 
boundary. If the requisite steps are taken, no difficulty is anticipated in 
obtaining the consent of these Indians to the establishment of this por-
tion of the boundary. 
OFFICE WORK. 
First. The field-notes of the survey of thirty-seven hundred and forty-
1ive miles of township lines, and of the subdivision of one hundred and 
thirty-one townships, equal to seven thousand nine hundred and twenty-
four miles, have been received and thoroughly examined. 
Second. The field-notes of the trayerse of two hundred and fifty-nine 
miles of navigable rivers and lakes have been platted, the anomalous area 
of the adjoining lots calculated, and the traverse entered upon the oiigi-
nal and copied upon the ' commissioners' plat. 
Third. One hundred and thirty-one township plats, upon a scale of 
two inches to the mile, have been projected from the field-Notes, colored, 
and the fractional area adjoining the north and west boundaries completed 
and entered, two copies of each of which have been made--one for your 
owp, and the other for the proper district land office; making an aggre-
gate, including thirteen fractional townships in Wisconsin, adjoining St. 
Croix river and lake, of four hundred and six plats. 
Fourth. Two hundred and forty-eight diagrams have been prepared, to 
accompany instructions to deputies, and the :field-notes of township lines 
and of previous surveys, numbering above twelve hundred thousand 
words, transcribed for the same purpose. 
Fifth.. Forty-one triplicate contracts and bonds, one separate triplicate 
bond, and four triplicate relinquishments, have been executed; one of 
each of which has been transmitted to your office, accompanied by a copy 
of my special instructions to the respective deputies, and diagrams of each 
several district. 
Sixth. There have been made three hundred and fifty-nine index dia-
grams to ) preface the records and transcripts of original field-notes. 
Seventh. Original lists descriptive of the land and all the corners in 
one hundred and ninety-three townsfiips have been prepared, and copies 
thereof transmitted to the respective registers; making an aggregata of 
three hundred and eighty-six lists. 
Eighth. The original field-notes of one hundred and seventy-five 
t@wnships have been recOTded, thoroughly examined, and placed on file 
in this office. 
Nin"ih. Transcripts of the original field-notes, for preservation at the 
seat of government, of one hundred and seventy-four townships, have 
been made, examined, and transmitted to you. 
Tenth . Within the year there has been furnished Dr. D. D. Owen or 
his assistants sixty-one township plats, upon a scale of one mile to an 
inch, accurately descriptive of the topography as indiGated upon the town-
ship plats returned to your .office, and colored in the same manner; a large 
diagram of all the township lines in Wisconsin, surveyed in 1848, and of 
the fourth correction line; a plat of a part of the Winnebago reserve, and a 
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map of the western portion of the State of Iowa, embracing all the sur· 
veys of the last three years in that State. 
Eleventh. The correspondence, which has been kept up with the ut· 
most punctuality, has been much more considerable and much more in-
volved during the last than within any preceding year. No communi-
cation has been allowed to go unanswered, and no information has been 
withheld which it was possible and consistent for the office to render. 
Twelfth. The records of the original field-notes of five hundred and 
seventy-nine townships in Wisconsin, and five hundred and sixty-two 
in Iowa, making a total of eleYen hundred and forty-one townships; and 
the original descriptive lists of four hundred and thirty townships in ·wis- · 
consin, and of four hundred and two in Iowa; making a total of eight 
hundred and thirty-two townships, have been substantially and elegant-
ly bound. 
The above statement of work necessarily omits a vast amount of tran-
sient and miscellaneous work, of whicl'l no record or memorandum 1s 
kept, and which it is not deemed important to notice here. 
PAPERS SUBMITTED WITH, AND WHICH FORM A PART OF, THIS REPORT. 
No.1. Triplicate map of Wisconsin and a part of the Territory of Minne-
sota. This map has been carefully and wholly reprojected from the origi-
nal plats and field-notes, with a view to its forming the basis of the final 
map of Wisconsin. It forms a complete and comprehensive view of the 
surveys_, both in the field and office, to this date. 
No.2. Triplicate map of the State of Iowa, projected in the same manner, 
and embracing the same date, that are expressed upon the map of Wis-
consin above described. 
No.3. Official recommendations of the United States geologist for \Vis-
consin and Iowa. . 
No. 4. Copy of a communication addressed to Dr. D. D. Owen, geol-
ogist aforesaid. 
No. 5. Copy of my letter upon the subject of the robbery of James M. 
Marsh, deputy surveyor, by the Sioux Indians. 
No. 6. Summary of the salary account of my predecessor for fourth 
quarter of 1848, and of my own account for the first, second, and third 
quarters of 1849. 
No.7. Summary of the disbursement of my predecessor for the fourth 
quarter of 1848, and of my own account for the first and second quarters 
of 1849. 
No. 8. Estimates for appropriations for the fiscal year ending June 30, 
1851. 
No. 9. Statement of surveys contracted for out of the appropriation of 
12th of August, 1848. 
No. 10. Statement of the surveys already contracted for out of the appro-
priation of 3d of March last. 
All of which is resp~ctfully submitted. 
C. H. BOOTH, Su;vevor Gene:ral. 
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No.3. 
NEw HARMONY, lA .• , Apriil31, 1849. 
Sm: On receiving the appointment of f.iJnited States geologist for the 
"Chippewa land district in the spring of 184 7, l was instructed by the de-
partment to designate, from year to year., to the surveyor general at Du-
buque, such lands as were deemed most important to be surveyed the 
current season. In aceordance vvithl these instructions, I would respect-
fully recommend for subqivision this season the following, viz: five 
, ~ers of townships on 'the St. Crohr, north. of the north line of township 
36, in ·Whitcher's contract, ~and west of range 19, and at least 4 town-
ships wide, to i.nclu.de the mouth of Kettle and Snake rivers. This is 
recommended for subdivision om account of its agricultural capabilities, 
i1s nne timber., and because it is worthy of a more detailed geological ex· 
ami nation than it has yet received, and is probably a mineral region. 
Also the trac<t formedy recommended about the forks of Bad river, on the 
south shore of Lake Superior. Here are two tiers of townships-part of 
which is fine agricultural land-and includes trap ranges, on which loca-
tions have been made. 
Madeline island is ree ommended for survey, but only as an agricultural 
region. 
The land bordering on the Mississippi river, between the mouth of Rum 
and Cro\v Wing rivers, is generally valuable for agricultural purposes, 
6speciaUy as that country is filling up rapidly. 
For the use of the geological corps employed on the south shore of 
Lake Str{i>er.ior, .it is important that they receive maps of the district, ad-
dressed to La Poiute, Lake Superior, at the earliest _possible date. 
You will also flilrnish to Dr. Norwood, who will be at Dubuque the mid-
dle or end of next month, copies of ali the maps on hand of the St. ·Croix 
country H.orth of vVhitcher's survey, and those which he may designate, 
:llnd forward them to him at such. place as he may direct. 
Dr. Shumard is to m<i\ke a more detailed examination of a portion of 
the Rush river country, and tnay require some copies of .one or two :town-
ship~ on the west side of that .strearn1 . 
As I am requi·red to complete my geologi~al survey this season, it is 
imp~Drtant.that .the linear surveys be pushed forward with as much-rapidity 
as possible, and extend over as large arl area as is consistent with ·the ap-
propriation. 
l have the honor to be, very r~speetfully., 
No.4 .. 
D. D. OWEN, 
United States G~ologist. 
SuRVEYOR GENERAL'.s OFFICE, 
D ·ubuque, May 18, 1849. 
SrR: I have received yotn communication of .the lOth instant, from St. 
Louis, .by Mr. Meek, and this <ilay two others delivered b;y Dr. Shnmard-
one dated on the 12th instant, at St. Louis, and the .Qt~ler w1itten upon 
the War Eagle, on the 15th instant. 
Part ii-16 
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The first of the ahove communications desired the delivery of certain 
diagrams, which, upon consultation with Dr. Norwood, Mr. Meek C'Oll· 
eluded were unimportant, and left (by the boat upon which he came) with· 
out them. 
The remainder of Mr. Whitcher's township lines of 1847, uwn the St. 
Croix, have been subdivided, and diagrams thereof will be sent wherever 
you may desire to have them. This survey has just been completed. No 
other surveys have been made upon the upper St. Croix, except the fourth 
correction line, which was sent to you last winter. 
Mr. Meek wa~ in possession of all the subdivision surveys upon Rush . 
river. 
In reply to your second letter from St. Louis, the eastern half of the 
"Winnebago reserve" is townshipped, a portion of it is subdivided, (vari· 
ously located,) and all will be subdivided by the last of July next. r-rhe 
remainder of the said reserve (western half) will be townshipped by the 
first of SP-ptember next, and the subdividing thereof, it is hoped, will have 
made considerable progress by the first of October next, but what progress 
it is impossible to predict with certainty. The northern boundary of this 
State (Iowa) is also to be established this season (on parallel of 43° 30') 
by or before the first of October next. I have arrai1ged with Dr. Shu.mard 
to send to him at Prairie dt~ Chien certain plats of the subdivision of the 
extreme eastern part of the said res€rve. 
I have commenced the preparation of a map showing the recent survey~ 
upon and west of the Desmoines river, and showing also the only two-
surveyed lines which connect the present surveys with the Missouri river. 
This map will exhibit all that it is possible to give in answer to your com-
munication written upon the ·war Eagle, both to myself and to ~y chief 
clerk, and will be sent to you at Keokuk as soon as completed. In addi-
tion to the townshipping of the remainder of the said reserve, it is in con-
templation to township the aountry north of the "first correction line' 1 
in Iowa, and between tbe Desmoines river and the Racoon Fork of that 
river, extendi101g to township 88 north; a portion of which it is pmbable 
will be su hdivided by the first of October next. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Dr. D. D. OwEN, 
C. H. BOOTH, 
Surveyor General. 
Geologist United States, Keokuk 7 IowtJ. 
No.5 
SuRVEYOR GENERAL 1S 0Fl<'"'lcE7 
Dubuque; August 15, 1849. 
SIR: By a communication this day received from James M. Marsh, esq .1 
one of my deputies, I am informed that a daring and unprovoked :robbery 
has been perpetrated upon him by a band of Sioux Indians. He was 
employed in continuing the second correction line to the Missouri river, 
when,. a short distance west of Desmojnes river, in range thirty west of 
the fifth principal meridian, in the State of Iowa, he was met by a band 
of eleven Sioux warriors completely armed. They rushed suddenly upon 
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him, but manifesteq friendship by shaking hands. Their real design, 
doubtless, was to ascertain the strength of his party, and whether they 
were armed; for they shortly left, and Mr. Marsh proceeded with his line. 
He had advanced but a short distance, however, when he heard the report 
{)[a gun, and again saw the Indians running on a line con verging with 
his own, and firing as they ran. They were soon ahead of his teams, 
.and, with guns pointed, ordered him to stop, unharness, and camp. His 
party consisted of seven men, unarmed: resistance was out of the ques-
tion. After camping, he explained to the chief of the band the character 
of his survey; that it was by authority of the government, and that he 
was upon United States land; of all which the chief seemed aware, for 
he expressed credence in all that was said and seemed perfectly friendly. 
The Indians stayed overnight in his tent, ate supper and breakfast with 
him, and received presents of pmvisious and clothing. rrhe chief left his 
camp immediateiy after breakfast. He was no sooner g0ne than the In-
dians assumed an air of insolence, appropriating to their own use every-
thing upon which they could lay their hand~, not excepting his tent, 
which they cut to pieces. 'rhey then emptied his wagons, selected his 
best b'lankets and such other articles as they could ·pack, and left him. 
11he ensuing night, however, they returned and openly stole all his horses, 
\nine in number,) and were sitting upon them near his camp the next 
morning. Immediately upon receiving this information, I communicated 
it to the superintendent of Indians affairs at St. Louis, Missouri, by tele-
graph. At the same time I learned that Major Murphy, sub-agent fur the 
Sioux Indians, was at Galena, Illinois, on his way to St. Louis; to him I 
also telegraphed the substance of J\1r. Marsr~'s communication. To which 
he replied that there were no dragoons at Fort Snelling, but that he would 
try to get some at Jefferson barracks, and send them to the relief of. my 
deputies-six of whom, I hformed him, were similarly located with Mr. 
Marsh, and equally exposed to depredations from the same Indians: still, 
the distance oJ Jefferson barracks from the scene of this outrage leaves 
reason to fear that timely aid will not be rendered. The south boundary 
of the Sioux land is common to the north boundary ~of the ceded land of 
the State of Iowa, from the Mississippi to the Missouri river, and there are 
not at present any troops stationed within three hundred miles of this 
boundary. I deem it important to communicate these facts to you, as the 
progress of the surveys has been interrupted in a m.anner to excite 
serious apprehensions, not only for the progress of the surveys, but the 
safety of the deputies. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
0. H. BOOTH, 
Hon. J. BuTTERFIELD, 
Surveyor General. 
Commissioner of the General Land Office, Washington, D. C. 
No.6. 
The United States in account current 'UJ'itlt George W. Jones, surveyor general. 
D~t. 8AL..l.RY .ACCOUNT. 
1848. 1848. 
Dec. 31 To aq;10unt due survelor general and his clerks, Sept. 30 By balance due the United States at this date -
for services rendere during the 4lh quarter of Dec. 31 By treasury drat\ No. 1585, on treasury Wdrrant 
1848, ending this date - - - - 82,984 72 No. 6403 - • • • -




- Dec. 31 BY' this balnnce due the United Statea by George W. Jones, from the 4th quarter of 1848 -


















Tlze United States in account cyrrent with C. H. Booth, surveyor general. 
DR. SALARY ACCOUNT. :R. 
1849. 
To. ~mount due surveyor general and his clerks for 
HH9. 
arch 31 May 28 By treasury draft No. 3407 on treasury warrant 
serviees 1endered during the 1st quarter of 1849, No. 9241 - - . . . $3,744 44 
and ending this date - • - - $3,458 01 
To this amount due the United States, and carried· / ~ 
to t~e creLl1t of 2d quarter of 1849 - - 286 43 
------ . --'-------
_ _ 3, 744 44 _ I 3. 744 44 
By this amount due the United States from the 1st ---n~ 30 To amount due survev(')t general and his clerkfl, May 28 
fqr services rendered during 2d quarter of 1849, 
3,296 21 
quarter of 1849 - - - - - 286 43 
end mg this date - - - - - June 30 By treasury draft No. 3716 on treasury warrant 
To this amount due the United States, and carried No. 9725 - .. .. - - 3, 781 07 
M 
J 
to the credit of the 3d quarter of 1849 - - 771 29 ------ --------
4,067 50 ~-4_,067 50 ------. ~---....._- ------
pt. 30 To amount due surveyor general and his clerks, June 30 By this amount due the United States from the 2d 
for serviees .rendered during the 3d quarter of quarter of 1849 - - - - - 771 29 
1849, ending this date - - - - 3,509 57 Oct. I By treasury draft No. 4870 on treasury warrant 
No . 292 .. • - • • - 2,653 71 . Oct. I By this amount due surveyor general, and charged 
to the 4th quarter of 1849 - • - 84 57 - ------ ------
3,509 57 - 3,509 51 ---- ------------- ------
:t. 1 To this amount due surveyor general from the 3d 
quarter of 1849 - - - - - 84 57 
~-~-- - ---~-- -·-----~------- ---- -~ ~ 
SuRVEYOR GENERAL's 0FF~cE, DuBuQuE, October 18, 1849. 












The United States in account current with George W. Jones, surveyor general. 
DISBURSEMENT ACCOUNT. 
To amount disbursed during the 4th quarter of 






By balance due the United States from the 3d quar-
terof1848 - - - - -
By treasnry draft No. 1586 on treasury warrant 
No. 6407 - - - - -
By this amount due surveyot· general - -
Dec. 31 I To this amount due surveyor general 43 15 
The United States .in a?count current with C. H. Booth, surveyor general. 




To amount disbursed during the 1st quarter of 1849 
To this amount dwe the United States, and CIHried 
to the. ;;Jd quarter of 1849 - - -
June 
June 
30 I To amount disbursed durinz the 2d quarter of 1849 
30 To amount due the United States, and carried to 












By treasury draft No. 3408 on treasury warrant 
No. 9242 - - - - -
By this amount due the United States from the 1st 
quarter of 1tl49 - - - - -
By treasury draft No. 3715 on treasury warrant 
No. 9724 - - - - -














------=--=I quarter of 1849 - - - - - I 169 68 
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No.8. 
Estimate of appropriations for continuing tlte public surveys in the States 
of Wisconsin and Iowa and the T erritory of Minnesota, and for pro. 
miscuous surveys and boundary lines, during the ytar ending June 30, 
1851. 
For township lines and subdividing in the 
Menomonee cession of October 18, 1848, 
under the $5 per mile maximum 
For 700 miles of township line s and the sub-
dividing of 100 townships in Iowa, at $3 
per mile 
For subdividing in the Territory of Minne-
sota, under the $5 per mile maximum 
For running and marking the parallel of 43° 
30' of north latitude as the northern bound-
ary of the S~ate of Iowa, conformably to 
the act of 3d Df March, J 849 
For running and marking the meridian bound-
ary lin-e between Wisconsin. and Minneso-
ta -
For closi.gg the existing surveys to the south 
boundary of the State of Iowa, as estab-
lisaed under the decree of the Supreme 
Court of the United States 
Total 
SuRY£YOR GEKERAL's Oli'FICE, 










C. H. BOOTH, 
Surveyor Ge11eral. 
Estimate fa·r appropriati@n for sala··y .of surveyor general and regular 
clerks, anrlfor compensation cif extra clerks, for the year ending June 
30, 1831. 
For salary of surveyGr gen.eral and clerks in his office, as 
per act of lOth August, l846 - - - - $8,300 00 
For compensation to clerks for recording plats, recording and 
transcribing field-notes, and making out lists descriptive 
of corners · 6,008 00 
Total - 14,300 00 
SuRVEYOR GENERAL's OFFicE, 
Dubuque, Octobt:r 18, 1849. 























Statement of surveys contracted for out of the appropriation of August 12, 1848. 
Style of work. Name of contractor. State or Ter- Acct. of deputy, Total nu~ber Amount of Remarks. 
ritory. with plats trans- of miles. contract. 
fetTed to Gen 'l 
Land Office. 
' ------ ------------------- .Jitlls. ~hs. lks. --------------.-----.---
Township lines. JAmes E. Freeman .. Wisconsin .. Jan. 20 , 1849 659 55 61 ~4,617 86 
Subdivision ...... Wiliiam A. Jones .•. • ••• do ... •.. Nov. 2, 1848 304 09 77 1,216 48 Advance return of five townships. 
..... do ........ . . . •• . . . do .•........ .... do ...... Dec, 20, 1848 489 71 12 1,959 55 Final return. 
Township lines . Georg-e Ord Karrick . . • •• do .•••.. Nov. 7, 1848 311 79 68 2, 183 97 Remainder relinquished. 
.•••.. do ••••••.. John M. Smith .•.•. •••• do •••••. Dec. 22, 1848 180 31 82 I, 262 78 This is the relinquished part of Geo. Ord 
Karrick's contract, · 
Tp.lines and sub. Guy H. Carleton .••. Iowa ••••••. Oct. 18, 1848 300 38 29 1,116 05 Advance return of township lines and sub-
division. 
••••.. do ••••••.. . • . •• • • . do .•••.••••. , ••. do •••••. Dec. 5, 1848 162 06 03 648 30 Further returns. 
. . . • . do •••.••• , . • . •• • • . do .•••..•••. .••. _do .••••. May 3, 1t149 99 52 47 3U8 62 Final return; remainder relinquisherl. 
Subdivision ..... , ....•... do .•••...•.. .... do ...... May 11, 1849 61 34 23 168 92 Advance return; balance not fimshed. 
Town.,hip lines:. Jtlhn Ball ....... , •. .... do ...... Oct. 7, 1848 348 4~ 88 1,394 14 Advance return. 
.. . . . do ...•.... ...••... do ..••..•... .... do ..... . Dec. 5, 1848 226 40 66 906 03 Final return, 
Base line .•••••• Theodore Conkey .•. Wisconsin,. Dec. I 1 , 1E'48 159 41 ou 1, 895 12 
Subdivision ...•. Joseph Latshaw ... ,. •••• do .•••• . Jan. 22, 1849 264 79 14 1,186 04 Advance return of four townships! three 
Sub. & base lines, James M. Marsh .••. Iowa., •• ,,. Dec. 21, 1848 719 Ott 73 2,876 23 
relinq uishec.l, 
Towr ship lmes,. Andt!OJW Leech ...... .... do ..... . July 9, 1849 615 47 33 2,46~ 36 
Subdivision, ..... Henry Mad din,., •.. Wisconsin .. May 15, 1849 604 11 77 3,020 73 
. . .. do ..•..••. Levi P. Drake ....... .... do ...... Feb. 15, 1849 59 58 15 ~38 90 Advance return. 
.•• •.. do •••••••. .••.•••. do .•••.•••.. . • . . do .••••. Mar. 29, 1849 255 23 38 1,021 16 Final return, and relinquishment 9f ont 
. • • • .. do ••.••••. Alexander Anderson. . ... do .••••. Feb. 8, 1849 298 56 57 1,194 82 
township. 
.. • •.. do .•••.•.. John Parker .••••.•. lo\va ...... , Jan. 18, 1849 240 20 73 600 64 Advance return of four townships, 
.••••. do ..••.•• . ...•••. do . .•••.•••. .••. do ...... June 22, 1849 120 51 29 301 60 Final returu. · 
.•• • . . do .•••.••. Hugh Trenor .....•. . . . . do . .••.. May 10, 1849 301 61 06 754 40 
. .• •.. do .•••••. William H. Merritt . .... do ...... DP.c. 19, 1848 302 uo 17 755 05 
.••••. do •••••••. John Fitzpatrick .••• . • • . do •••••. July 24, 1849 351 41 60 87~ 80 










Dec. 11. 1848 .••••. do.,., .•.. Joseph Moorehead .. •••• do, ••••. 
Dec. 11 1848 .•••.. do .•.••••. John G. McDouald,, •••. do ..•.. . 
Dec. u; 1848 .••••. do... . •. • . • Cyrus Sanders ...• ,. .••. do •••••. 
Dec. 11, lti48 .•••. do ................ do . ..•..•. ,. .... so ...... 
Dec. 15, 1848 . . • • . . do •••• , ... George Berry .•••••. .... do ...... 
Dec. 15, 1848 .. • •• . do .•.••... . . . .. . . . do ..••..•• , . .... do ...... 
Dec. 15, 1848 .• • •.. do .•..•••• John A. l?-itzer. , ••.. .... do ...... 
Dec. 15, 1848 •• •••. do •••••••. • • • •• • . . flo .••••.••• ..•. do .••••. 
Dec. 11, 1848 • • • • • . uo .••..... E , W, Eastman ..•.. .... do .••••. 
Dec. H, 1848 . • • • . . do .•.•••.. Wm. S, Townsend,, .••. do .••••. 
Dec. 15, 1848 . . • . •. do ...•.•• . lra Cl <1 ll.in •••. , •• , , , .•.. uo .••••. 
Dec. 15, 1848 ....... do ........ Joh~ Ball, ........ , • .... do ...... 
April 28, 1849 . • • • •. do .••••••. H. Waldo ......... . .... do .••••. 
April 28, 1849 . •••. . do .•••••• • . • •• • • • do .••••••••. .... do . ..... 
Dec. 15, 1848 .• •• •. do •••••..• Thomas Eaker .••••. ••.• do .••••. 
-
SuavEYOJl. GENF:RA.L's 0FFJCE1 Dub·uque, October 18, 1849. 
June 21, 1849 36U 25 98 900 81 
June 14, 1849 419 35 96 1,0-!8 62 
June 22, 1849 181 99 00 452 53 
July 30, 1849 120 ~5 55 300 79 
Sept. 5, 1849 239 77 04 599 90 
Sept. 19, 1849 358 63 8l 891) 99 
June 12, 1849 · 302 42 97 756 34 
July 16, 1849 6:1 43 6o~ 158 86 
Aug. 8, 1849 357 07 13 892 72 
Sept. 3, 1849 358 17 13 895 53 
, June 11, 1849 299 t6 91 747 72 
May 8, 1849 239 62 87 599 46 
July 25, 1849 120 21 09 330 72 
Aug. 27, 1349 179 50 10 493 9,7 
Oct. 12, 1649 299 51 20 749 10 
···-
Advance returns of three township• • 
Fmal return. 
Advance return of four towpships. 
Final return. 
Advanre return. 
This township delayed for correction. 
Advance return of four townships; bal. 
ance delayed by high water. 
AQvance return of two townships. 
Fina~ return. 
,, 
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Style of work. 
Township lines •••••• 
...•.. do .••••.••••.•. 
. . . . • . do .•.•..•.••••. 
Subdivision .......... . 
. • • •• . do .••••••••.••• 
. . . . • . do ...•...•••••• 
Township lines •••••. 
Subdivision .......... . 
..•••. do ...••.••••••. 
. • • •• . do .•••••••••.. 
.. .. • . do ...•.•.••••.. 
Township lines •••••• 
Subdivision .......... . 
. • ••• . do .•.••••.••••. 
• •• •• . do .••••••••..•. 
. . . . . . do .••.••••••••. 
Township lines •••••• 
Subdividing ......... . 
. • • •. • do .••••.••..••• 
. • • •. . do .•••••••••... 
. • . • . . do ..•••.••••••• 
. • • •• . do ....• , •••.•.. 
..••• ,do .•.••.•..•••• 
. • . • .. do .•.•.•••••••• 
. , ••.. do .. ,, .•••••••. 
•••••. do .••••.••••.•. 
.•••.. do ....••••••••• 
. • • • • • do ..••.••••... 
SuRVEYOR GENERAL's OFFicE, 
~arne of contractor. 
John M. Smith •.•••••••••• 
James E. Freeman ........ . 
J ·Jmes M. Marsh ...•.••••. 
Alexander Anderson .•••••. 
A. K. Eaton .••..••••••••• 
H. B. Welsh ........ .. .... . 
John Ball •.•..••••.••.••.. 
Jesse T. Jarrett ....••••.•• 
George R. Shmtz .••••• , •.. 
Thomas J. McKean ....... . 
Jchn Parker ...•• •••••.•. . 
Theodo re Conkey ........ . 
L ouis V. Davis .•••••••••• 
Henry Maddin .... , •.. . •.. 
Samuel D. ·wood worth ...• 
EJwin James,jr ..•.••.•... 
John vv-. Ell1s ... , ........ 
S. W. Durham ..•••••••••• 
E. S. Norris .• .•...• ,, ..•• 
J. J. E. Norman ........ .. 
W. H. Henderson ........ . 
John D. Evans ...•...•••.. 
James Jackson, jr ..•.•..•. 
S.C. 'Viltse ............. . 
W.J. Neely .•.....••••••. 
John G. McDonald ....... . 
W tlliam L effler... . . . . • • • . 
W. Albert Patterson ...•••. 
State o.r Territory. 
Minnesota. 



























Dttbuque, October 18, 1849. 
C. H. BOQTH, Surveyor General. 
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REPORT OF THE SURVEYOR GENERAL OF ILLINOIS AND MISSOURI. 
OFFICE SURVEYOR GENERAL OF ILLINOIS AN:B MISSOURI, 
City of St. Louis, October 28, 1849. 
Sm: In compliance with your instructions of the 16th June last, directed 
to F. R. Conway, esq., the late surveyor general of Illinois and Missouri, 
I have the honor to submit the following report on the operations within 
this district from the date of my predecessor's last annual report, Octo-
ber20, 1848, until the present time. Having recently assumed the duties 
of my office, the transactions of the office under the late incumbent will, 
of necessity, constitute the body of this report, accompanying which you 
will receive six statements lettered from A to F, inclusive, with a dia-
gram, of the State of Missouri lettered G, and another of the State of Illi-
nois lettered H. I request your reference to their contents, as follows: 
I.-RECEPTS AND EXPENDITURES. 
A.-Statement showing "the receipts and disbursements for the salaries of 
the ~urveyors general of the district and his clerks during the year, for 
surveying the public lands and pr·ivate land claims in the Stales of Illi-
nois and lJ!Iissouri, exclusive ~f the cost of surveying the public lands; 
the accounts for which are adjusted and p aid to the deputy surveyors at 
the Treasury Department, in conformity with the regulation of the Gen-
eral Land Office, established the '20th September, 1844; showing, also, 
the balance of the public furtds in the hands of the surveyor general at 
tiLe end of the 3d quarter of 18t!9." 
From this statement it will be seen that, from the papers and records of 
this office, there was a balance of $ 4,037 50 due by the United States 
to F. R. Conway, late surveyor general, on the 17th July, 1849, at which 
time I took possession of the office. 'l'his amount, it is understood, has 
been settled at the Treasury Department without a remittance of the 
money through the hands of the present surveyor general. Since the 
17th of July last, I have received the sums, aud disbursed out of the 
same the amounts as represented in this statement, leaving on the 24th 
instant a balance of$ L, 787 62 in my hands in favor of the United States. 
I will here remark that my accounts are ke]i>t entirely unconnected with 
those of my predecessor; and neither any of the balances of funds in his 
hands nor the amounts due by some of the appropriations to others have 
been transferred to me, nor added to or deducted from the remittances 
that have been made to me by the United States treasurer for the several 
heads of expenditures under the appropriations herein referred to. 
H.-PUBLIC SURVEYS IN THE STATES OF MISSOURI AND ILLINOIS. 
B -Statement showing ''the present condition of the contracts for surveying 
the public lands in the district of ILlinois and Missouri under the general 
appropriation of the 12th of August, 1848, and which were not closed 
on the 2Qth of .October, 1848, the date of the last annual report for s2id 
district; and the contracts entered into under the general appropriation 
of the 3d of March, 1849." 
This statement exhibits six contracts entered into by my predecessor 
for surveys of the public lands in Missouri at $3 per mile, to be paid out 
252 Doc. No.6. 
of the apportionment of $10,000 to this district, under tne appropriati(Jn 
of $115,000 made August 12th, 1848. These contracts have all been 
closed at this office, the returns of the surveys made under them having 
been examined and approved, and the accQunts of the deputy surveyors 
who executed the work have, under the rule adopted by the General 
Land Office on the 20th September, 1844, all been certified to your of. 
fice, accompanied by the authenticated plats of the townships surveyed, 
copies of which have also been made out and transmitted to the several 
registers in whose districts the lands are situated. You will observe that 
the contract price of each of these six contracts was $3 per mile; but that 
173 miles 6.76 chains of the whole number of miles given in the state· 
ment were paid for at the rate of $6 per mile; and also that a portion of 
the seventh contract is to be paid for at the same rate. This variation 
from the regular contract price has been made under the authority of your 
predecessor's two letters of instruction dated the 11th and 22d of No-
vember, 1848, predicated on the act of the 15th February, 1848, entitled 
"An act to confirm the boundary line between Missouri and Arkam;,as," 
in which the public surveys of the State of Missouri were directed to be 
closed on that lim~ at a rate not exceeding six dollars per mile, and such 
construction placed thereon as sanctioned thepayment to the deputies en-
gaged in that service of the price authorized by that act, whenever, in the 
judgment of the surveyor general of this district, they should be entitled 
to it, although they may have been engaged at a less price before those 
instructions were received at this office. The number of miles, there-
fore, a8ove mentioned for connexions with the new southern boundary of 
Missouri were paid for at a rate of $6 per mile, amounting to $1,038 49, 
which is induded in the statement uncler the fourth and fifth contracts. 
'l'he surveys under the sixth contract were made under the authority of 
the Commissioner's letter of the 30th June, 1848, directing the resurvey of 
township No. 12 north of the base line, in range No. 2 Past of the 4th 
principal meridian, in the State of Illinois, and has been paid for by the 
'rreasury Department. 
'l'he six contraets given in this statement are the same reported by my 
predecessor as unfinished at the date of his last annual report. Under 
this appropriation has been surveyed 2,873 miles 16.86 chains, at a cost 
of $9,138 09, leaving unexpended the ~um of $861 91 of the apportion-
ment of $10,000, to be remerged into the general appropriation of $115,000 
made August 12, 1848. 
The seventh contract given in the second part of the statement has 
been let out under my directions, and is to be paid out of the apportion-
ment of $10,0tl0 to this district under the general appropriation of $ 115,000 
made March 3, 1849. The surveyor will take the field as soon as tae 
requisite bonds an~ execut6ld, and the return of his surveys under this 
contract will complete the work of Cfmnecting the Missouri surveys with 
the recently established boundary line between these States and west of 
the St. Francis river. Under this appropriation has been let fo.r survey, 
to be completed during the approaching winter, the estimated number of 
260 miles, at the probable cost of $ 1,3SO. 'rhis amount, however, may be 
increased, from the difficulties of surveying that secti0n of the State. 'rhe 
payFnent of this sum out of the apportionment above stated will leave a 
balance of $8,620 for the Jurther prosecution of the surveys during the 
present fiscal year. 
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C.-Statement "slwu:ing the contracts whicl~ were not closed on the 20th 
October, 1848-the date of the last annual report from this office-and 
the contracts since made under the appropriation of $4,000 of the 12th 
August, 1848, and that of $4,000 of 3d lVlarch, 1849, for surveys in 
the southern part of Missouri, east of the 11veridian, at jive dollars per 
mile, on account of the dijficulties in executing surveys in that section of 
the State, owing to lakes, swamps, and marshes.'' 
This statement exhibits seven contracts entered into by the late sur-
veyor general for surveys in this State east of the meridian, at the rate of 
$5 per mile. The first, second, third, and fourth contracts having been 
examined and approved at this office, have been certified by my predeQes-
sor to the General Land Office for adjustment and payment to the several 
deputies out of the appropriations of the 12th August, l848, and 3d March, 
1849. ,.rhey are therefore considered as closed. It will be here remark-
ed that 43 miles 43.15 chains of the whole number of miles surveyed 
under the first, second, and third contracts were paid for at the rate of 
$6 per mile, under the Commissioner's instructions of the lith and 22d 
of November, 1848, as before mentioned, being for connexions of the 
Missouri township surveys with the southern boundary of the State of 
Missouri. The fifth contract, made with Isaac S. Baker, has not been 
complied with; and since the time given to make the returns has elapsed 
without the surveys having been made under it, according t@ the agree-
ment, it is considered as now forfeited and void; and the work under it 
will be relet as soon as the papers can be completed in this office. The 
same remarks are applicable to the unfinished part of the sixth contract, 
made with Isaac Woods, whose returns, however, of the surveys, so far as 
they were completed by him, have been examined and approved, and 
certified to the General Land Office, as above stated. The reasons as-
signed by the above-mentioned deputy surveyors for the apparent neglect 
of the duties assigned them, and the non-fulfilment of the contracts 
entered into by them with the United States, were considered by the late 
surveyor general sufficiently good, and no further action has been taken 
in regard to the bonds of the eontractors, securing the surveys within the 
specified times. From such information as can be obtained, it is believed 
that the surveys contracted for by those gentlemen could not have been 
completed during the pas;t winter, on account of the setting in of the 
winter rains in the southern part of the State of Missouri and the ill 
health of Mr. Baker; and that Mr. Woods, when about halfthrough his 
work, was driven from the field by the unusual overflow proceeding from 
the Ohio river, which partially inundated the district in which his sur-
veys were to be made. Authenticated plats of the townships surveyed 
under the five contracts above referred to have been transmitted to your 
office, and copies of the same sent to the proper register in this district. 
The seventh contract has been let out at $5 per mile for the subdivision of 
two townships in the 'southeastern portion of Missouri. This price has 
been allowed in consequence of the field-notes of the exterior liues show-
ing that the interior of the townships is probably interspersed with 
swamps and marshes. This work will be at once co.mmenced and com-
pleted this winter, should the present open weather continue favorable for 
field operations. Under these two appropriations of- $4,000 each ha:ve 
been surveyed 1,067 miles 37.21 chains, at a cost of $5,380 82, leaving 
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unexpended the sum of $2,619 18 thereof; and by adding to this amount 
the unexpended balance of the appropriations for the same purposes as 
above, made prior to 1848, or $2,129 14, we obtain $4,748 32 as the 
amount of available funds under these appropriations applicable to new 
surveys, including those contracted for under the seventh head of this 
statement. 












.MUes chs. lks . 
Completed in Missouri, at $6 per mile (B) ....................... . 
Do .•• , •••••• do .•••.•••• do •••• (C) ••••••••••.•• • ••••.••••• 
Do •• (tota1) ... do ..•••...• do ••.. (B & C) ••••••• •••••••••••. ·1· ................. · ·1 216 
Do .......... do ••••. $3 per mile (B) ••.•••••••.•••.•••..••••.••••••••••.•••••.•. 2, 636 
Do ...••..... do .•••. $5 ..• do .... (C)......................... . • • • . . . . • . . . • • . . . . . . 1, 023 
Total completed in Missouri (B & C) .................... , .•.••••••••••••••••. ,3, 876 














Ag~re~ate ~ompl~ted in Misso!Jri and Illinois •.••••••••••• ·1· ......... · ......... 13, 940 54 07 1 .. • • • ............ . 
Contracted form M1ssoun, at $i3 per mile (B) . • • . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . 60 00 00 ................... . 
Do .••••••••. do .••.•... $6 ... do ••. (B) ..................... 200 00 00 .•••....•••••.•••••• 












1, 980 00 
7 Aggregate :finished and contracted for during the year .••••• ·l .................... 1 4, 320 14 0 !======::=.:====== ========== 
Completed in M~ss?uri, at $3 per. mile (B) ••••••••••• , •••••••••••. , 2, 636 
Do ...... llilnols, at $3 per m1le (B)..... • • . .. • . • • • .. • ... .. • • 63 
Do (total) in both States, at $3 per mile (B) ..•.•••••••••••••• ·12, 700 














Aggreg~te o~_contracts, at .3 per mile, in both States .• ••••• ·1· .................. •f 2, 760 10 10 l'. · · • ... · · · · · · ·. · · 
Completed m M1ssoun, at $5 per mile (C}...... ... .. .. .. .. ... • • .. 1, 023 74 06 .. . • .... .. .. .. .... .. 5,119 60 
Gont.raoted for in Missouri, at $5 per mile (C). • • . • . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 120 00 00 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . 600 00 












III-Recapitulation of statements Band C-Continued. 
Quantity. 
.Miles chs. lks. .Miles chs. lks. 
Completed connections on boundary, at $6 per mile t B) •..••••••••. 216 49 91 .................... 
Contracted for connections on boundary, at $6 per mile (B) •.•••.•••. 200 00 00 .................... 
----------
Aggregate of contracts, at $6 per mile, in Missouri, S. bound-
ary .••.•••••••.•••••••• , ••..•• , ••••• , ••• , .•• , •••••.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 416 48 91 
To complete which will probably require .•••••••••• , .•••••••• , • , . 16 38 00 .................... 
Aggregate finiBhed and contracted for during the year, as above •. .................... 4,320 14 07 
Amount. 
$1,299 71 
1, 200 00 
. ................. 
98 85 
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IV .-SOUTHERN AND NORTHERN BOUNDARIES OF MISSOURI. 
1. Sout!wr.n Boundary.-The dividing line between the States of Mis-
~ouri and Arkansas, as surveyed in 1845 by commissioners, appointed 
under authority of laws enacted by those States, and ratified by their 
legislatures, having been approved and confirmed by the act of Congress 
passed February 15, 1848, this long unsettled question has at length 
been definitely determined, and the necessary instructions issued by the 
late Commissioner of the General Land Office, under dates of the 11th 
and 22d of November, 1848, for this office to cause the proper connexions 
()[ the public surveys within the State of Missouri to be made with the 
'line so surveyed. In compliance with these instructions, my predecessor 
entered into the necessary contracts for the greater portion of the work, 
which has been completed and disposed of, as represented under the 
proper h-eads of statements ·"B" and "C;" and the remainder either let 
()Ut or in course of preparation for the deputies tinder my direction. The 
following wiU. show the present state of this work east and west of the 
.St. Francis riv-er. 
Boundary (In, the parallel of latitude 36° 30' and west rif the St. Francis, 
connectred by the deputy surveyors named in statements "B" and" C." 
Daniel G. Saunders, under No. 2 of ''C," with township 
22 north , ranges 4 to 7 east of 5th p. m., along ..•..• 
Laureutius M. Eiler, under No.3 of"C," with township 
22 north, range 8 east of 5th p.m., along ... o •••••••• 
John Lampton, under No. 4 of "B," with township 21 
north, ranges 10 to 2fi west of 5th p. m., along .•.... 
Ambrose W. Burton, under No.5 of "B," with town-
ship 21 north, ranges 27 to 34 west of 5th p. n1., along 
Number of miles to which connexions have been made 
Unconnected miles contracted for in township 21 north, 
ranges 1 to 4: east, and township 22 north, ranges 1 to 
9 west. .• ., .. w ••••••••••••••••••••• o •• w •••••••••• 
Aggregate miles-total length of boundary west of the 


















Boundary on the 36th parallel, east of the St. Francis 
river, connected by George B. Green, No. 1 of "C," 
in township 16 north, ranges 7 and 8 east of 5th p. m .• 
Unconnected miles to be let out in township 16 north, 
ranges 9 to l2 east of 5th p. m ••••••••• o •••••••••••• 
Aggregate miles-total length of boundary east of the St. 
Francis river. o •••••• ~ ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
M, chs •. lks. 
12 7.9 50· 
23 501 38· 
36 49 88' 
The table here given shows that the whole of this work, from the be-
ginning of the boundary line, at its mo~t eastern crossing of the St. 
Part ii-17 
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Francis river to the southwestern corner of the State of Missouri; has been 
contracted for, and a great part of it returned and finally dispos~d of by 
this office; that part yet unfinished is- con tmcted for, and will be com-
menced at an early date. In this nn:finished contract has 1)een included 
about 2 miles 29 chains to be connected with the lines of township 22 
north, range 4 east of the 5th principal meridian, which was inc1aded in 
contract No. 2 of statement "C,' 1 but 1eft unfinished by Mr. Saunders on 
account of the impassability of its swamps at the time of his survey, and 
consequently abandoned by him. Or that part of the boundary lying 
east of the river St. Francis, and between that Iiver and the river Missis-
sippi, only about one-third has yet been completed, leaving about 24 miles 
to be let out some time during the next summer, should the condition of 
the land in the to\vnships along the line be such as to warrant the belief 
that the work can be accomplished, (at present a matter of some doubt, 
since heretofore three-fourths of the townships rererted to have never been 
surveyed, owing to the obstructions oflakes, swamps, &c.) vVhen this con~ 
nexion is made, the in~tructions given in the Commissioner's letters of the 
l lth and 22d of November, before referred to, will have been fully com-
plied with. 
2. Northern Boundary.-The division line between the States of Mis-
souri and Iowa having been for many years in dispute between those 
States, the settlement of the controversy was finally referred to the deci-
sion of the Supreme Court of the United States; and this office has been 
informed by the Commissioner, in his letter of the 16th of June, 18491 
that the court, at its session of 1848-'49, had decided that the liue 
surveyed in 1816 by J. C. Sullivan, and usually known as the Indian 
boundary or "Sullivan's line," was the true boundary between those 
States, and had directed that it should be continued due west from the 
old northwest corner of the State of Missouri to the Missouri river. In 
his letter of the 16th June last, the Commissioner informed th.i : office that 
an apportionment of $10,000 had been made out of the general appropria-
tion of March 3, 1849, for closing the surveys in the north part of the 
State of Missouri upon this line, so soon as it should be retraced by the 
commissioners appointed by the court for that purpose, and the court ap-
prove the same. This resurvey has not yet been made, in consequence of 
the decease of Joseph C. Brown, esq., of Missouri, one of the commis-
sioners, and the failure of the court to provide for that contingency; but 
it is now unden:tood that the vacancy in the commission has recently been 
filled by the appointment of Robert W. Wells, esq., of Missouri, and that 
early in the spring the party will take the field. As soon, therefore, as the 
line shall have been surveyed, and approved by the court, I shall cause 
the Missouri surveys to be closed upon it, according to your instructions. 
Under these circumstances, I have not, in the mean time, thought proper 
to ask for any additional appropriation for public surveys within this dis-
trict in my estimates of the funds that probably would be required during 
the fiscal year ending on the 30th June, 1851, and shown more fully in 
statement lettered "F.'' 
The only contract yet made under this apportionment, being the seventh 
of statement "B," approximated at about $1,380. 
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W.-SURV-EYSINTHE SOUTHERN PART OF MISSOURI, EAST O,F THE MERIDIAN, 
AT •FIVE DOLLARS PER MI-LE. 
A general view of the operations under this appropriation, during the 
past year, is shown fully in statement c. rrhe note on the statement 
shows that., after deducting the probable cost of the work, under the 
seventh contract., and that of the fifth ., and as mMch of the sixth as was 
not completed., both of which may be ,considered as rilet, there wiH re-
main a balance of abou~t $"'3,000 avai<lable for surveys ,under this head. 
By refererwe to the diagram of the State of' Missouri, lettered ''"G," the 
progress -of the smrveys in this section of.the Stat-e will be fully seen. The 
townships in ranges 10, 11, and 12 ~east of the meridian, at the southeast 
-corner ofthe State, of which the exterior lines are dotted and containing 
no sign or ·reference, are those remaining yet unsurveyed. It is my in-
teliltion to select for new contracts such of them as are now known or sup-
posed to contain an area of dry land slilfriciently valuable to warrant the 
€Xpense ·of.swrveying them:; and, as to the balance of the townships which, 
after this fail's cont·racts, shaH still remain unsurveyed, or iN :relation to 
which this office has no information, I would respectfmly recommend that 
some com·petent and experienced surveyO'r, or other officer., should be in-
1r:usted with the duty of exploring the lands they include., and reporting to 
this office th-eir condition, and the practicability of surveying them to ad-
vantage. The information of this office in relation ·to that part of the 
district, and which has he-en gathered from various sotuces, is not only in· 
eomplete, 'BUt so contradictory that by turns, according as the sta~e of the 
:rains or the r.ise &f ·the waters may be at the time., tha-t part of the district 
has been either represented as being altogether tmfit for sett1ernent, or, on 
the contrary, as possessing large tracts of very fertile dry lands; and, 
doubtless, both representatiou.s may possibly be correct., owing to the causes 
I have m-enti-oned. Should my suggestions meet the views of the depart-
ment, a-nd -an experienced aNd faithfuL pc'lBon directed t) carry them into 
effect dt:ui.ng the ~neoct winter, this office could, from his report, f<:mn an 
uccura.te judgment as to what ·lands in that quarter contained an amount 
of saleable land 5utficient to justify their survey, and select such townships 
as should come up to this standard; whilst those reported against as worth-
tess and unfit for any purpo.se., from permanent inundation, &c., would be 
abandoned:' and ..finally the public surveys in the southeast of Missouri 
completed within the next two years. It was with the views above stated 
'that l estimatf:'d., in my ie\ter of the 15th October, 1849, for the sum of 
$5J3000 to be a:ppropriated to the consummation of this business. 
V.I.-CORRE·C'riON OF ERRONEOtJS AND DEFECTIVE SURVEYS IN fLUl\'"OIS 
AND MISSOURI, AT SIX DOLI~A_RS PER MILE. 
During the year, surveys of this natur-e have been executed in the State 
()f Illinois, as follows: 
1. Surveys «nd resurveys <Jj exteriur and sectional lines have been 
made in townships ll, 12, 13, 14, 17 north, range 5 west, and township 
14 north, range 6 west of the 4th principal meridian; also in townships 17 
and 20 north, range 1 east of 4th principal meridian, in Illinois. 
2. Surveys of four islands have been made, viz: one in township 34 
north., range 8 east of 3d principal meridian; one in township 18 north, 
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range 2 west of 4th principal meridian, and two in to\-vnship 31 north, 
range 13 east of the 3d principal meridian, in Illinois. 
3. Surveys have also been made in township 17 north, ranges 3 and 4 
west, and townships 1.5 and 16 north, range 6 west of the 4th principal 
meridian. These last surveys comprise the work done by deputy surveyor 
D. A. Spaulding, unaer authority of the Commissioner 1s letter of the 16th 
January, 1849, directing a resurvey of these islands, for the correction of 
fraudulent returns made by John Frierson in1840. These resurveys have 
been the means of rescuing from depredation upon them large and valu-
able tracts of ]and in Illinois, thus made available to the government. 
Other surveys, under this head, are now progressing in Illinois, prepara-
tory to the final close of the surveys in that State; and other contmcts of 
like nature are in contemplation and preparing, upon information given to 
this office that many of the lakes and swamps which have been reported 
as impassable and were consequently meandered, by the deputies who 
surveyed in townships 20, 2t, 22, 23 and 24 north, range 3 east, and 
township 24 north, range 4 east of the 4th principal meridian, in the Dixon 
district, are valuable to the inhabitants in their neighborhood, who, in a 
great measure, depend on them for their supplies of hay, since they yield 
grass abundantly, which is mowed and driven over these "impassable 
swamps" in loaded wagons . Believing these statements to be true, I 
have decided to have the lines of the public surveys around them ex-
tended, wherever it can be done advantageously to the go,·ernment, in 
order that a portion of such valuable lal~es and swamps, and the lands re-
ported to have been covered by them, may speedily be brought into market, 
to the mutual interests of the govern.ment and the inhabitants in their 
vicinity. 
The account~ of Mr. Spaulding for the resurveys mentioned above were 
closed by my predecessor, and certified to the General Land Oflice, where 
they were adjusted, and they have since been paid by the treasury depart-
ment without remittance through my hands, with the exception of the 
sum of $5 31 paid to Mr. Spaulding by me, under the authority of your 
letter of the 22d September, L849. 
VII.-TRANSMISSION OF PLATd OF TOWNSHIPS RECENTLY SURVEYED IN 
MISSOURI TO GENERAL AND DISTRICT LAND OFFICES. 
D.- This statement exhibits the state of this branch of the business of this 
rdfice. The number 0f plats construeted anew from recently returned sur-
veys, and transmitted to the Commissioner and several registers, has been 
sixty-nine, of which number were for the 
Springfield district - 33 plats, for 532,514.38 acres of land. 
Clinton district 1 do 23,109.16 do 
West of meridian, Jackson district, 15 do 347,580 81 do 
East of meridian, Jackson district, 20 do 301,106.01 do 
Total number of acres contained in 69 plats = 1,204,310.36 
Total number of copies of plats 
Aggregate number of plats 
office. 
138 for Commissioner and office . 
207 transmitted during the year from this 
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The aggregate area of 1,204,31 0 36 acres surveyed during the year, and 
given above, includes the 16th section reserved by law for school pur-
poses, but is exclusive of the beds of meandered lakes and streams. 
VIII.-FIELD-NOTES OF PUBLIC SURVEYS, COPIED FOR TRANSMISSION 'rO 
THE SEAT OF GOVERNMENT. 
1. The transcribinf( of field-'lwtr>s of tlte surveys in Illinois was com-
pleted during the :first quarter of the current year. Forty-three volumes 
have been transcribed for transmission since October, 1848, and have 
been examined and compared with the originals; but, owing to the more 
pressing business of recording the surveys of that State, for transfer to the 
authorities of Illinois, the transmission of these volumes and those re-
maining in the office from former years has been unavoidably delayed. 
2. For like reasons., the transcript of_field-not,,s rf the Missouri surveys 
for transmission to the seat of government has been suspended for the 
present. 
lX.-SURVEYS OF PRIVATE CLAIMS IN MISSOURI, CONFIRMED BY THE ACT 
OF FOURTH JULY, EIGHTEEN HUNDRED AND THIRTY·SIX. 
During the year, four surveys have been recorded, and three plats of 
approved surveys, with the subdivisions of the public lands around them, 
have been constructed-copies of which have also been made, and trans-
mitted to the proper offices. Five certificates of new location, for valid 
interferences of the public land sales with these claims, have been issued-
four of which have been deiivered to the proper persons applying for them, 
by my directions, and of whom I have required an affidavit setting forth 
that the applicant is the duly-authorized agent or the legal representative 
of the original claimant, and legally entitled to the possession of the cer-
tificate, and authorized to receipt therefor. 'rhis branch of the husiness 
of this office progresses but slowly towards completion; and yet every 
claim i::~ disposed of as soon as the data necessary to its full investigation 
is put in the possession of the office. 
X.-SURVEYS OF THE TOWNS AND VILLAGES I~ MIS SOUtH NAMED IN THE 
ACTS OF EIGHTEEN HUNDRED AND TWELVE AND EIGHTEEN HUNDRED 
AND TWE:NTY-FOUR. 
E.- This statem(nt slwws the progress of th.e work in this branch of the 
service, as deta-iled. You will perceive that it has almost exclusively been 
eopfined to the completion of surveys and plats of the town of St. Charles, 
and owing to the small foree permitted to be applied to this duty by the 
exigencies of other pressing business, and also to the tedious and exces-
sive labor both of body and mind which is required to arrange the con-
flicting interests and put in proper order for constru~tion the plats of most 
of the towns and villages of the State, and especially of St. Charles and 
of the common field adjoining. 
1. Diagrams rif the commons of St Charles, v.rith the adjoining frac-
tions of the public lands, were transmitted to you, with my letter of the 
24th July last, for your examination and approval. Copies of this diagram 
have been made for the register at St. Louis and for this office; but that 
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intended for the register has been withheld until' your further instruction~ 
and decision on my recommendation, contained in my letter of the above 
date, that, "in order to respect the many conflicting claims of individuals 
interested in the fractions of the public lands along the lines of the com~ 
mons and the adjoiniug private surveys of all the towns and villages in 
this district, the registers should be directed to abstain fi:om all action in 
their ofl.ices in regard thereto, until they shaU have given due public no-
tice of the reception of the plats from the office of the surveyo_r general 
in the newspavers of the place, or those nearest thereto." I would again 
respectfully urge this recommendation, in justice both to the govennnent 
and to the claims of the citizens and inhabitants of those towns. By the 
approval of the plats sent to you, and the adoption of the rule recommend· 
ed, I believe that the long and vexatious questions in re}ation to these 
commons would at length be settled, so far as the General Land Office 
may be concerned-leaving to the p:roper tribunals of justice the fllltur~ 
task of deciding between the adverse interests of claimants. 
2. The surveys of the unsurveyed lots in the commons near St. Louis, 
known as the Grand Prairie and Uul-de sae fields, were intrnsted b-y my 
predecessor to ·wm. H. Cozens, deputy surveyor,. under instructions of 
the 9th May, 1846; and three months were therein given to him to com-
plete the work. More than three years have since elapsed, and yet Mr. 
Cozens has not done the duty assigned to him. Finding that this was 
the state of this business, on my assuming charge of this office, I have 
since repeatedly demanded of Mr. Cozens a return of his surveys, or at 
least so much of them as \\rere finished in the field, and insisting on the 
restoration to this office of the valuable documents. furnished him wi!th his 
instructions. To my letters l have recei·ved no further answer than the 
return of a part of the document~, leaving still in his hands seve:ral im-
portant papers. In this sta.te of things,. there is no other recouJse left 
me but to apply to the United States district attorney for his advice, and 
the proper legal cm.use to be taken to enfmce thei:r delivery-which I shall 
do on his return to this city. When the papers now in the possession of 
Mr. Cozens, and necessary for these surveys to be made unde:r, are again 
obtained, I shall forth with appoint for this dnty and instruct an expe-
rienced deputy to finish this ~ong-delayed work, which wiU enable th.e 
surveyor general to give the decision upon the proper locatioLl of those 
claims that their merits require, and which is so anxiously awaited by the 
numerous claimants. 
3. In relation to the claims of the president cmd board of direa-tors oftlte 
St. Louis publ1c schools, to which you have recently drawn my attention 
in your letter of the 17th instant, I have to state, that the work under this 
head is progressing as fast as c-ould be expected, f:rom the nature of the-
claims, and the amount of personal labor attending the- investigation of 
each claim presented by the board. The school di:r;ectors lay claim to a 
large amount of pr•)perty within this city, now of very great value, and 
much of it possessed by adverse daima:nts, "\vhose Jights. are as much to 
be respected by this office as those of the- school directors. Several of 
these claims have been examined during the past year, including one de-
cided by myself, in which the schools claimed the property upon which is. 
situated the hospital of the Sisters of Charity in this city, and to which I could 
f. n=l no shadow of claim. :Many of these demands. upon this office are belieYed 
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to be of a similar nature; and I do not deem it to be my duty to run pre-
cipitately into such investigations as may, from immature action upon 
them, seriously involve the interests of many private individuals. In the 
case I have herein citrd, a hasty and unprepared decision might have se-
!fiously injur-ed, if not entirely prostrated, one of the most praiseworthy 
and benevolent public institutions in the Union. Your suggestions on 
this subject, contained in your letter, shaH be complied with, and the ob-
ject desired by the board a<?.complished as speedily as is consistent with 
the nature of the bu.siness and the current duties of this office. 
XL-MISCELLANEOUS WORK DONE IN THE OFFICE. 
1. During the year, there have been prepared in the office twenty-six 
descriptive lists of tmon'<ltips surveyed in the State of Missouri, and forty-
two of survevs in the State of Illinois. · 
2. 1~lwre have been constructed four plats of the surveys of private 
daims in llfissouri ~on firmed previous to the act of the 4th July, 1836, 
and the plats and descriptions made out. 
3. f"ive hundred and ten plats of subdivisifJns have been trans;mitted 
during the year to the General Land Office; and five hundred and thirty-
nine similar plats sent to the registers of the several district iand offices of 
the two States. Upon taking charge of this office, I found a large amount 
of uncompleted busfness, including a large number of the descriptive lists 
of townships in both States, prepared, but not examined, nor ready for 
transmission. There is also on hand, prepared and examined, with the 
signature of my predecessor, but not yet recorded or transmitted, a large 
number of plats and descriptions of surveys of private claims within the 
villages of the district. It is my desire, at the earliest moment that the 
clerks can be set about the business, t 1 have them examined and trans-
mitted to their proper destinations. 
4. There have also beeh constructed and transmitted eleven new platJ 
of townships formerly surveyed, including that of the resurvey ordered in 
your predecessor's letter of the 30th June, 1848, and shown fully under 
statement B, No. 6. 
5. From the date of my predecessor's last .annual report until he was 
relieved, on the 17th July last, there had been written two hundred and 
sixty-two letters, reports, and statcnwnts from this office; and since that 
time, I have found it necessary to' make upon the business of the office 
one hundred and eighty reports, statements, and other communications, 
including letters to private individuals-many of their communications 
yet remaining unanswered, from a want of time to attend to them: making 
an aggregate of four hundred and forty-two communications during the 
year. The correspondence of this office is rapidly increasing, and the 
demand upon the time of the surveyor general precludes the possibility 
of a strict attention to all that is required of him. ' 
XII.-ESTIMATE OF FUNDS FOR THE OPERATIONS OF THIS OFFICE RE-
QUIRED DURING THE FISCAL YEAR 1850-'51. 
F.-This statement is a copy of my letter to your q/fice, dated October 
15, 1849, in which is given "my estimates for the servi~e of this district 
and qfficefor the fiscal year ending on the 3\Jth June, 1851," amounting to 
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the sum of $2.6,520. Under item No. 1 of that letter, I have thought 
proper to ask for $5,000 for surveys in the southeast of Missouri at $5 per 
rnile, for reasons set forth more at large under tkte fifth head of this report. 
No. 2. In addition to the unexpended balances of the former appropria-
tions for completing surveys of towns and villages in J.I;Jissouri, will be 
needed about $2,000 to pay for the surveys and office-work mentioned 
under the lOth head of this report. In t'Ae present organization of the 
surveyor general's office, I have reserved two clerks of great experience 
for this special purpose and service, whose exclusive duty i.t will be to 
continue to a complete investigation the business of the public schools of 
St. Louis, and of the lots and out .lots, commons, and other lands of the· 
several towns and villages of the district. I have also appointed an ex-
perienced surveyor as a deputy in this office, for the soFe purpose of his 
making all the necessary surveys without delay, and to assist in the in-
vestigation and completion of this busin8ss. Under this arrangement, :t 
hope without delay to be able to bring 11p the surveys of these lots; to 
make out the proper plats and descriptions for the rec01der of land titles,. 
and to record them; and in general to prepare, as far as the several towns 
and villages are concerned, the exhibit showing in a summary and con-
densed form the precise condition of the lots and out-lots thereiB, as 
required by the instructions of the 16th November, 1848, beginning with 
the examination and investigation of the lots to be set apart according to 
law for the use of public schools in St. Louis, as pointed out in your letter 
of the 17th instant. 
Item No. 3, for $10,000, as compensation fo1' clerks engaged in bring-
ing up incomplete records of surveys in Illinois and Missouri, is made ne-
cessary on account of the present state of this business in Misso·nri, now 
much behindhand; there being one hundred and fmty volumes of Mis-
souri field-notes yet to be copied for transmission to the seat of govern-
ment, and no commencement has yet been made towards- transcribing 
them for transfer to the authorities of Missouri. In my review of the rec-
ords of Illinois surveys, hereinafter given, the necessity of this allocation 
will be explained, in relation to the part of the above requisition deemed 
to be necessary for the completion aud final disposition of the records in-
tended for that State. 
Nos. 4 and 5, being for the salaries of the suroeyor general and the clerks 
in his qjjice, are provided for by law, and the requisition of $2,000 and 
$3,820 made in conformity thereto. '"ro do full justice, however, to this 
branch of the public service, and provide for a due cornplianee with the 
great and increasing demands of private individuals upon this office for 
information and copies of documents and papers required . by them for the 
prosecution of their business in the courts of this State, the last of the 
above-mentioned amounts should be increased t) $6,000. 
No. 6. For making out and recording plats and descriptions of private 
surveys, confirmed previous to the 4th July, 1836, $1,200. An inv8sti-
gation has been made of the state of the records of the plats and descrip-
tions of these surveys, from which I have ascertained that 412 surveys of 
these claims have been made, without having yet been platted and de-
scribed; and that 136 plats and descriptions of such surveys, already made 
out, have not yet been returned to the recorder of land titles, as required 
by law. I have, therefore, thought proper to introduce this item to for-
ward this work, in anticipation of the work necessary to be done, before 
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turning over the records of surveys in the State of Missouri; and I partic-
ularly recommend it for your consideration and approval. 
No. 7. I have here asked for $2,500 for incidental expenses of this qffice, 
an amount larger than has been required in former years; but the excess 
will be needed for the following purposes: 
1st. For binding the records and plats of the Illinois surveys and doc-
uments, before their transfer to that State; and, also, the binding of let-
ters, documents, and plats for this office, now accumulated. 
2. For the purchase and repair of furniture for this office, now, or very 
recently, in a very bad condition; and for the wages of a laborer to attend 
the office and keep the premises in order. 
3. For defraying the expense of an iron :fire-proof safe for the better se-
curity of the more valuable records and documents of the office, and for 
the safe-keeping of the public funds in my hands. 
4. For the payment of the rent of the office, recently raised by the pro-
prietor of the building, notice of which was given to my predecessor, and 
since to myself, and for other purposes. On the subject of the exposed 
situation of the very valuable records of this office, and of the entire in-
sufficiency and inadequacy of this building to the purposes required, I 
shall address you in a few weeks. The loss that must be the consequence 
of the destruction of the records of this office by fire would be very great 
to the government, but almost incalculable to those individuals, citizens 
of this State, whose titles to their property are based upon the records and 
papers preserved here only. It has been principally with a view t0 this 
safety, as well as to the health of the large number of clerks employed 
during the prevalence of the cholera in this city, that I deemed it neces-
sary to rent the upper story of this building. 
XIII.-DIAGRAM OF THE PUBLIC LANDS IN THE STATE OF :MISSOURI, SHOW-
ING THE PROGRESS OF THE PUBLIC SURVEYS THEREON. 
G.- This diagram gives a comprehensive view of the work done under 
the direction of my predecessor during the past year, and that ordered by 
me, and contractedfor, or in state of preparation. Upon it you will per-
ceive certain conventional signs to represent the state of the work for 
which they are placed. 1,ownships subdivided in whole or in part up to 
the present time are marked S. Those townships subdivided under the 
appropriation of the 12th August, 1848, the plats of whtch have been sent 
to the Commissioner of the General Land Office and the registers since 
October 20, 1848, are marked 0. The three townships, the subdivisions 
of ·which have been contr<!cted for, are marked X. Townships not 
marked, and the exterior lines of which are dotted, represent those re-
maining llnsurveyed at this time. By observing the bottom of the dia-
gram, you will perceive at a glance the present state of the conne.r:ions of 
the lJIIissouri surveys with the new southern boundary of that State, as 
surveyed in 1845; of which, beginning at the southwest corner of Mis-
souri, and looking eastwardly along 36° 30' of north latitude, you find 
the connexions along 45 miles 5.11 chains of the boundary, made by A. 
W. Burton; 100 miles 44.88 chains, by J. Lampton; 74 miles 38.54, con-
tracted to be made by James Harris; 22 miles 14.06 chains, by D G. 
Sam:tders; and 5 miles 2l.82 chains, by L. ~1. Eiler; being in all 247 
miles 44.41 chains, from the western boundary of the ~tate to the eastern 
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bend of the St. Francis river; and upon that part of the bnundary on the 
36th de.Efree of north latitude, and between the St. Francis river and the 
river :Mississippi, G. B. Green connected with 12 miles 79.50 chains east 
from the St. Francis; leaving the remainder of the distance between those 
rivers, or 23 miles 50.38 chains, yet to be surveyed and connected. 
XIV.-DIAGRAM OF THE PUBLIC LANDS IN THE STATE OF ILLINOIS, SHOW· 
ING THE PROGRESS OF THE PUBLIC SURVEYS '!'HEREON. 
H.-This diagram exhibits the progress towards the completion of the 
work for this State, both at the present time and at the date of the lust 
annual report from this qfjice. On the diagram accompanying the sur-
veyor general's report of the 20th of October, 1848, those townships in 
which it appeared that subdivisions were wanting at that date were 
marked "+·" In this report the subdivisions made since that report are 
marked"*,'' leaving the mark"+" still to represent those townships in 
which subdivisions are at this time required. On the diagram accompany-
ing the report of the last year was used the mark " 0 " to designate those 
townships, the plats of which were not then recorded. On this diagram, 
the townships of which the plats have been since recorded are marked '17, 
leaving the mark "0" on this diagram still showing those yet to be re-
corded. The mark "X" on this diagram shows the townships of which 
the field-notes of the exterior and subdivision lines have been transcribed 
in this office for delivery to the State of Illinois. F-,or .the particulars under 
the foregoing several heads, I would refer you to the accompanying report 
relative to the records for the State of Illinois, marked XV., made pur-
suant with the instructions contained in the OommiRsiouer's letter of the 
16th June, 1849, in which the surveyor general is directed, in case the 
surveys and records of Illinois should not be completed before the rendi-
tion of his annual report, to give the reason in full therefor in that docu-
ment, and whether completed or not, that the whole fact should be stated 
therein. I have therefore caused the whole matter to be re-examined by 
a competent clerk, and have to submit to you the following facts: 
XV.-REPORT ON THE ILLINOIS RECORDS, OCTOBER TWENTY-EIGHT, 
EIGHTEEN HUNDRED .AND FORTY NINE. 
1. Record of plats, .field-notes of surveys, o/c., transcr-ibed in the ?ffice of 
t!te surveyor general of Illinois and JJ1.isso·uri, for delivery to the State of 
Illinois, under the instructions of the 22d of November, 1848. 
In obedience to the instructions of the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office dated June 16, 1849, I have now to report the facts in reiation 
to the records above stated, and to give the reasons why they have not 
been completed previous to the rendition of my annual report for 1849. In 
order to carry out this instruction I shall proceed, first, to report the progress 
made with the records, in doing which I shall follow the order adopted by 
the late surveyor general in his report of the 20th of October, 1848. 
A.--Surveys in Illinois.-The work remaining to be executed in this 
State is but little, and consists of a few small islands that are believed to 
be worth the cost of survey and may be finished this winter, and of the 
survey of a few sections of land heretofore represented as impassable, but 
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now kr1own to be sufficiently dry and valuable for agricultural purposes to 
warrant their survey; these lands have been heretofore represented to you, 
and they will be surveyed as soon as the necessary instructions can be 
drawn up. 'rhese being surveyed, returned, and disposed of, the survey-
ing in this State may be considered as finally closed. 
B.-Plats and descriptions, and recording Indian reservations.-In 
regard to the making out of plats and descriptions, and recording about 
forty reservations made by the treaties of 'Tippecanoe of October 20, 1832, 
of Prairie du Chien of July 20, 1829, and of Chicago of September 26, 
1833. Nothing has been done during the year; and as there is some rea-
son to believe that a part of this work may not be required, and a large 
amount of labor thus saved, I shall cause a statement of such of the 
reservations as are not platted and recorded already to be made out, and 
at an early day transmitted to you for your consideration and decision 
thereon. Should you finally decide that the above-mentioned part of this 
work may be dispensed with, it will take but little time to complete the 
remaining records of these reservations. 
C.-Descriptive lists of townships for transmis -ion to registers.-From a 
critical examination into this business, recently made by an experienced 
clerk, it has beeh ascertained that 223 descriptive lists of townships in 
Illinois are still to be made out for transmission to the several registers, 
and a large number now in the office are to be examined and transmitted. 
I design giving this work to two experienced clerks without any delay. 
D.-Tran,scrib~ngjield-not( ·sfortTansmission to the seat of government.-
This business was completed last spring, and the whole of the work now 
in this office is ready for transmission to your office, and shall be for-
warded in a short time. The business may therefore be considered as 
closed. 
E.-Subdivision of fractional and anomalous sections under the act of the 
5th of April, 1832.-la my predecessor's report of the 20th October, 1848, 
are mentioned 763 townships in Illinois, in which either the whole or a 
portion of the northern and western tiers of quarter sections had not been 
subdivided according to the act of 1832, and he suggested to the Commis-
sioner the propriety of issuing instructions from the General Land Office 
to the registers at Chicago, Danville, Kaskaskia, Palestine: Shawneetown, 
Springfield, Illinois, and Vandalia, in whose land districts it appeared 
that subdivision plats were still wanted to make out lists of the subdi-
visions required, and forward them to this office; and from the Commis-
sioner's letter of the 22d November, 1848, it seems that the desired in-
structions were issued to those officers on that day. These instructions 
have been obeyed by the following officers, from whom lists have been 
received at this office, viz: From the register at Chicago, who furnished 
a list of nine townships without their proper subdivisions. The said 
subdivision plats were at once made, and on the 5th of Fehruary last 
transmitted to the register, who informed this office on the 13th of the 
scime month that the subdivision of the townships within his district was 
then completed. From the , register at Danville a list of 103 townships 
was received, and the plats were forwarded to him on the 11th and 15th 
of June and 9th of July last, which completes the list. From the register 
at Vandalia a list of one hundred and sixty-one townships requiring 
subdivisions was received, and plats of the subdivisions in 87 of them 
have been made, a part of which have been sent; those of the remain-
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ing 74 are now in a forward state; and will soon be transmitted with the 
others mentioned above. From the reg,istm·s at J(askaskia, Palestine, 
:Shawneetown, and Springfield, Illinois~ no lists have been received. 
When the subdivisions are completed, and the plats transmitted to the 
register at Vandalia, I shall consider this business as closed. 
F.-Miscellaneous records.-This work has not yet been commenced, 
the copying clerks having heretofore been exclusively engaged upon field 
notes. I design, however} soon to place a clerk upon this duty for the 
selection of such letters, reports, instructions, &c. as will require tq be 
recorded in a separate form by other clerks. 
G.-Record of township plats in lllinois.-During the year, 591 town-
ship plats of Illinois surveys have been completed-leaving to be recorded 
522, being the remainder of 1,113, the total number recommended by my 
predecessor to be copied for record; but should it be deemed important 
that the transfer to Illinois be made before this number of plats can be 
completed, I have no doubt but that many of them are good enough for 
the purpose, and a much less number be required. 
H.-Records of field-notes of public suroeys in lllinois.-The report of 
1848, mentioned above, recommended 320 books of field-notes to be 
transcribed for record. Of this number, 291 have been recorded, leaving 
29 yet to be done. The record of these 291 books is contained in g6 
volumes, of which the greater part has been examined and compared with 
the original notes; but as there have been no systematic entries made of 
these comparisons, nor any signature or other authentication of them 
heretofore, I cannot certify to them without are examination of them by 
some sworn clerk of this office; after which I shall certify each volume, 
and they will then be ready for delivery. The remaining 29 books will 
make about nine volumes, and are now progressing rapidly; they will be 
completed in a few days; after which I shall cause them to be examined 
and prepared for my certificate, as of the former volumes. vVith the time 
and means at hand, I would recommend that the remaining 171 books of 
Illinois surveys be copied. With few exceptions most of them are almost 
illegible, except to those accustomed to reading them for a number of 
years. 
I.-Binding, o/c., of the lllinois records.-Under this head I will esti-
mate the number of volumes that will probably require to be compared 
with the originals, properly certified and arranged and prepared for the 
binder, in case the Commissioner should decide to have this work done, 
to be as follows: about 25large folio volumes, containing the 1,113town-
ship plats now in course of preparation; about 105 small quarto volumes, 
containing the transcript of the field-notes of surveys; and about 10 
folio volumes of miscellaneous records. Since the binding of these 
volumes should not be intrusted to persons not immediately under the 
supervision of the proper officers, the work should be done in this office 
by sotue person immediately under the eye of a sworn clerk, which 
would probably increase, by some small amount, the cost of binding; 
but it can probably be done for four, one, and three dollars, respectively-
at a total cost of about two hundred and thirty-five dollars. 
K.-Recapitulatinn of paragraphs A to I, inclusive, showing tlw char-
acter and amount of 'Work yet to be done to complete the lllinois records. 
A.-Surveys-to be made of several islands and reclaimed man;;hes. 
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B.--Indian reservations-40 plats and descriptions to be made for 
transmission, and to be recorderl. A portion may be dispensed 
with. 
C.-Descriptive lists-223 to be made and 544 to be transmitted, 
now on hand. 
D.-Field-notes for Commissioner-completed and transmitted to the 
seat of government. 
E.-Subdivision plats-74 to be macl.e and sent to the register at 
Vandalia, and 4 now on hand to be transmitted. 
F.-Miscellaneous records-letters and documents to be selected and 
recorded. 
G.-Township plats-522 to be copied from plat books, (1,113-
591 = 522.) 
H.-Record of fie]d-notes-29 books, or about 9 volumes, to be 
copied, (320- 291 =29.) 
I.-Binding, &c.-25 volumes plats, 105 field-notes, and 10 miscel-
laneous records. 
From the review just given, you will perceive that the three most im-
portant items, to wit: the subdivision of fractional and anomalous sec-
tions, the record of township plats, and the record of field-notes, given 
under the heads of E, G, and H, respectively, are far advanced, espe-
cially the recording of the field-notes, now nearly completed. When these 
divisions of this work are finisherl, I shall put the six recording clerks, 
now engaged under item H, to work upon the divisions A, B, and C; 
and the four draughtsmen who are now recording township plats, can, I 
believe, with such assistance as can be give11 by others in the office, 
complete the remaining 522 plats under this division of the work by the 
end of March next. 
I consider the instructions of tbe 22d November, 1848, issued pursuant 
to the act of 12th June, 1840, as now little more than one-half complied 
with, and at a cost of $10,432 41 for that part of .the work contem-
plated by the act, completed to the present time; and it will require about 
an equal amount to finish the transcript of these records for the State. 
$9,500 was apportioned on the 16th June last towards this object, as well 
as other business of this district coming under the general appropriation 
of $115,000, made March 3, 1849: of this apportionment, $3,607 17 
was expended during the 3d quarter of this year, and is included iB the 
alJove estimate of the cost of the moiety of the work alreg.dy finished, 
leaving $5,892 83. Deduct $588 25 expended during 3d quarter for 
other incidental expenses, we have $5,304 58 as the unexpended balance 
of the apportionment available for the further prosecution of the work. 
This sum will be insufficient to complete the unfinished half-which 
will require a further appottionment of about $5,500 from the general 
fund for this purpose; and I have here to recommend that this amount 
may be at once allowed for the prosecution of this business to its final 
completion. 
L.-ln the instructions if the 16th June last, the surveyor general is 
directed that, in the event if these records not being completed at the time 
if making his annual report, he should give the reaso11s in full therefor in 
that document.-In conformity with this part of the duties prescribed for 
1ne, I have to state that, upon my entering upon the duties of this office, 
I found standing instructions for the records of Illinois to be commenced 
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and completed without delay, and as soon after the 30th of June, 1849, 
as practicable, pre-paratory to being turned over at the earliest time pos-
sible to the authoriti-es of that State. To effect this object, the surveyor 
general was authorized, as an incident in the execution of the act of 12th 
June, 1840, to c0mmence the work, and have it well executed, carefully 
compared, &c., to be done on the best terms practicable for the govern-
ment, with reference, however, to the quality of the work; for which 
provision could be made out of the general appropriation for the survey 
of the public tands: he was, therefore, advised that the funds required 
to pay for this service would be remitted on his requisition, and charged 
in his surveying accounts, and not in those for salaries. These general 
instructions are contained in the Commissioner's letter of the 22d No. 
vember, 1848. In addition to the above mentioned general instructions, 
the surveyor general was advised, by letter of the 16th June, 1849, that 
an apportionment of $9,500 had been made from the general appropria-
tion tor the year ending the 30th June, 1850, for the completiDn of the 
Illinois records at an early day; and at the same time, to enable him to 
keep up the current business of his office, to be disbursed under the in-
structions heretofore sent to him. 'Vith these documents before me, and 
the means provided, or the authority to draw fDr them given to the sur-
veyor general, I conceived that it was necessary to have the business 
progress with as much despatch as possible, and therefore employed an 
additional force of clerks, and made my arrangements to complete the 
whole work by the 1st of January next, by which time the surveys of 
small islands, &c., in Iliinois, might have been returned. The clerks 
were so employed during the 3d quarter of this year, during which they 
completed a very large amount of the work. To meet this expenditure, 
I made a requisition on the 29th August for $4,945, and had remitted to 
m~ $5,047 91 of the apportionment before mentioned, made on the 16th 
June last, for this and other purposes. I expended out of this remittance 
for other incidental expenses of the district $588 25, and also during the 
same quarter $3,607 17 was expended out of the .same remittance in the 
payment of the clerks for the above mentioned work; which two last men-
tioned amounts being taken from the r~mittance, leaves a balance in my 
hands of $852 49, which, together with the unremitted balance of this 
apportionment, shows $5,304 58 as the amount now appropriated for the 
purpose before me. In the Commissioner's letter of th~ 14th September, 
1849, remitting to me the above amount, I have been informed that it is 
the practice of the department, in remitting funds for the payment bf sala-
ries, to remit a fourth part of the amount set apart for this office for the 
entire year, for the service of each quarter; that the amount apportioned 
to this office for this year for the payment of extra clerks under the ap-
propriation ''for clerks in the offices of the surveyors general, to be ap-
portioned to them according to the exigencies of the public service," &c., 
was $9,500, more than one-half of which was then sent to enable me to 
meet the extraordinary demands upon that fund during that quarter. 
He further states that the aggregate e:~penditures for the year, however, 
should not exceed the amount of the appropriation and apportionment for 
that period, and directs me, in the future operations of this qj!ice, to be 
governed accordingly. With these definite instructions in view. and 
knowing from th~m that I should not be supplied with the means to com-
plete the work at the time fixed by me, I discharged several of the 
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clerks, and prepared to graduate the force employed to snit the probable 
remittances that would be made to me for the expenditures of the present 
quarter, in doing which 1 have followed the necessities of the case, and 
shall now progress with the work according as I may have the funds 
available to the purpose, subject, of course, to your further instructiOns and 
direction. In conclusion, permit me to remark that, if the transcript of 
the records of this office for the State of Illinois has not been completed 
as early as the department has expected, the delay is solely due to the mag-
nitude of the work to be done. It was commenced with the present year, 
nothing towards such an object having been previously accomplished. 
From the beginning until the present quarter, as many clerks as could 
at the time be accommodated in the office were so employed; and with 
the exception of a few weeks during which very little was done on them, 
from the derangements produced by the visitation of the pestilence upon 
this city, those clerks have been incessantly engaged. 
I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
M. LEWIS CLARK, 
Surveyor Gr:neral of Illinois and JJ1issouri. 
To the Hon. JusTIN BuTTERFIELD, 
Commissioner of the General Land Qtfice, Washington City . 
A. . .. 
General statement rif receipts and disbursements for the salaries of the sur-
veyor general of the district, and his clerks, during the year, for survey-
ing the public lands and private land claims in the States of Illinois and 
Missouri, (exclusive of the cost of surveying the public.,lands, the accounts 
for which are adjusted, and paid to the deputy surveyors, at the Treasu-
ry Department, in conformity with the regulation of the General Land 
Office established the 20th September, 1844;· and showing, also, the bal-
ances of the public funds in tlte hands of the surveyor general at the end 
qf the 3d quarter of 1849.-( Accompanying annual report of 28th Oc-
tober, 1849.) 
RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS BY F. R. CONWAY, LATE SURVEYOR GENERAL, FROM OCTOBER } 7 
1848, TO JULY 17, 1849. 
General appTopricttion of $40,000, made Ma~·ch 3, 1843, for surveys of the public lands. 
Balance due to the United States on the 1st October, 1848 
Amount expended during the 1st quart!(r 1849 ~ 
Amount transferred to the fund fur contingent expenses, as 





.appropriation qf $3,000 made J1farch 3, 1S43, and $3,000 made June 17, 1844, {m· the 
survey ol small detached tracts situated -in Illinois and Missouri,:inclttding ojfict-wm·k. 
Balance due to the United States on 1st October, 1848 $'20 34 
Amount expended during the 1st quarter 1849 20 34 
,. 
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.9.ppropTiation of $17,500, made .!If arch 3, 1837, fm· completing sm·veys of tow'l1ships, 
islands, lakes, ~c., in Jlfi~>souri, including sm·veys of pritate claims corifirmed by the act 
of Jtlly 4, 1836. 
Balance due to the United States on 1st October, 1848 
Amount expended during the 4th quarter of 1848 
Amount exr--ended during the 2d quarter of 1849 






.Oppropdation of $2,000 , made .llugust 10, 1846, for the sm·vey of' th€ towns and villages 
in .Missott1 i named in tiLe act of . .May 26, 1824. 
Balance due to the United States on 1st October, 1848 
Amount expended during the 4th quarter 184~ 
Amount expended during the 1st quarter 1849 






Balance due b'y the United States on 17th July, 1849, usder the above appropriations 
.llpzn·opriation of $1 ,200, made .Manh 3, 1845, and $1,200 made .8ugwt 12, 1848, for 
the correction of erroneous and defective sttrveys in Illinois and .JI1issouri. 
Balance due to the United States on 1st October, 1848 
Cash received from the Treasurer of the United Statf.S 
Amoul'lt expended during the 4th quarter 1848 
Amount expended during the lst quarter 1849 








.llpportio'l1ment by the Commissioner of the General Land Office, made September 1, 1848, 
of $1,000 for the incidental expenses of the office d'UTing the year ending June 30, 1849, 
and of atl additional amount, made N'evember 22, 184t:!. 
$2b7 03 
500 00 
Balance due the United States on the 1st October, 184.8 
Cash received from the Treasurer in 4th quarter 1848 
Cash received from the Treasurer in 1st quartet· 1849 
Cash received from appropriat;on of March 3, 1843 • 
- 2, 593 58 




$291 75 Amount expended during the 4th quar:er 1848 
Amount expended during the 1st quartef 1849 - 3, 153 77 
Balance due the United States on 1f-lt April, 1849 
Amount expended during the 2d quarter 1849 
3,445 52 
392 37 
- 4,429 87 
Balance due by the United States on the 17th July, 1849, no remittance 
having been made to meet the same - 4, 037 50 
.8pp1·opriation ef $5,820 for compensation of the surveym· gene1·al and his clerks 
fm· the year ending June 30, Hl49, made .8ugu~t 12, 1848, and of $5 .000, 
appm·tiortment fm· the same period, made by the Commissioner of the Gen-
eral Land Office September 1, 1848, for t1·anse1ibing field-notes, E,rc. 
Balance due to the United States on 1st October, 1848 $168 71 
Cash received during the 4th quarter 1848, from the United 
States Treasurer - 2, 700 00 
Cash received during the 1st quarter 1849, from the United 
States Treasurer - 3, 400 00 
Amount expooded during the 4th quarter 1848 
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Balance due the United States on the 1st April, 1849 
Amount expended during 2d ~uarter, 1849 -
$44 01 
- 2,145 15 
Ba1ance due by the United States on 17th July, 1849, no re-
mittance having been made to meet the same - $2, 101 14 
273 
Balance due by the United States July 17, 1849, on above appropriations - $6, 138 64 
5,987 61 
Leaving due by the United State!'! to the late surveyor general, on the 17th July, 1849, $5,987 61, 
which haa been allowed and paid by the Treasury Department., without remittance of the sam~ 
through the hands of the present surveyor general. · 
RECEIPTS AND DI!BURSEMENTS BY SURVEYOR GENERAL M. LEWIS CLARK1 THE PRESENT INCUMBENT, 
FROM JULY 17 TO OSTOBER 24, 1849. 
Cash received from the Treasure?' of the United States out of the follow~'l1g fu'l1ds: 
Of the appropriation of $2,000 for surveys of towns and villages in Missouri - $1, 000 00 
Of the appropriation of $17,500 for completing surveys of townships, islands, lakes, 
&c., in Missouri 
Of the appropriation of $5,820 for compensation of the surveyor general and his 
clerks - - - - - - - - - - 1, 352 09 
Of the appropriation of $1,000 for incidental expenses of the office for the year end-
ing June 30, 1850, and of $9,500 for transcribing field-notes, &c., for the same 
time - 6, 047 91 
Aggregate receipts - 8, 400 00 
.8mount expe11ded under the several heads of llf"propria-tion, as follows:: 
Of the appropriation of $2,000 for surveys of towns and villages in 
Missouri - - - - - - - - $110 30 
Of the appronriation of $17,500 for completing surveys of townships, 
islands, lakes, &c. 76 92 
Of the appropriation of $5,820 for compensation of surveyor general 
and his clerks 1, 979 7 4 
Of the apportionment of $1,000 for incidental expenses of the office 
for the year ending June 30, 1850, and $9,500 for transcribing field· 
notes, &c., for the same time 4, 445 42 
Balance due the United States on 24th October, 1849 • 
6,612 38 
- I, 787 62 
OFFICE oF THE SuRvEYOR GENERAL OF ILLIN@'fs AND M1ss~uRI 
Part ii-18 
St. Louis, October 28, 1849. 
M. LEWIS CLARK, 
Surveyor General of Illinois and .Missouri. 
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B. 
Statement showing the present condition of the contracts for surveytt'ng t"' 
propriation of August 12, 1848, and which were not closed on the ~Ot~ 
the contracts entered into under the general appropriation of March 3, 
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1 Sept. 7 Charles R. Thomas •• 5! 600$3 $1,800 Subdivision of ten townships .......... 2 
aGol a 2 Sept. 8 William C. Shields .. 5! 1,080 Subdivision of six townships .••• .... 2 
3 Sept. 22 John J. Lowry, jr .•• 5~ 400 3 1,200 Subdivision of five townships .......... 
4 Sept. 22 John Lampton .••••• 5~ 410 3 1, 230 Survey of fifteen and resurvey of two 
exterior lines; also, the subdivisions of 
seventeen fractional townships (town-
ship 21, ranges HI to 26 west of 5th 
principal meridian) on the southern . boundary of the State, including con-
Sept. 22 Ambrose W. Burton. 
nexions with said boundary. 
5 5~ 400 3 1,200 Survey of five exterior lines and the 
subdivisions of two townships and 
seven fractional townships; also, the 
' 
) necessary connexions with the south 
boundary of the State. 
6 Oct. 10 D. A. Spaulding .•••• 3 80 3 240 Resurvey of part of township 12 north, 
range 2 et~st of the 4th principal me-
• r rid ian . 
I 
APPROPRIATION OF $10, 000 
1849. 
7 Oct. 25 James Harris .•••••• 5 60 3 180 Subdivision of township 25 north, range 
200 
3 east of 5th principal meridian. 
5 6 1,200 Connecting with the State line between 
Missouri and Arkansas, (t. 21, r. 1 
east; t. 21 and 22, r. 2 east; t. 22, r. 3 




0FFieE o:r THE SuRVEYOR GENERAL FOB ILLINors AND MissouRI, 
St. Louis, October 28, 1849. 
Doc. No. 5. 275 
B. 
puoUc lands in the district of Illinois and Missouri under the general ap-
'0ctober, 1848, (the date of the last annual report for said district,) and 
1849.-( Accompa:tl/!fing· an~wai repo/rt of October 28, 1849.) 
{)F THE HhH AUGUST, 1848. 
RETURNS. 
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Condition of the work, &c. 
J 
Surveye completed and certified by the 
late surveyor general. 
Surveys completed and certified by the 
late surveyor general. 
Surveys completed and certified by the 
late surveyor general. 
Surveys completed and certified by the 
late surveyor general. 
This part, being for connexions on the 
SO()l th boundaries of the State, is paid 
for at $6- per mile, as per instructions 
from the Commissioner to the surveyor 
general of November 11 and 22, 1848. 




Paid fM at $6 per mile for connexions on 
the State boundaries.-(See No. 4.) 
Surveys completed and cert,i,ned by the 
·late s1:uveyor general. 
Or ~861 91less than the appropriation o 
$10,000, as above stated. 
M. LEWIS CLARK, 
:surveyor General. 
f 
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c. 
Statement .~hawing the contracts which were not closed on the 20th of Or: 
tracts since made, under the appropriation of $4,000 of August l2, 
part of Mis.5mtri, east of the 'meridian, at jive dollars per mile, on a~ 
owing to lakes, s1t·amps, and marshes.''-( Accompanying armual repo1't 
CONTRACTs,. 
Names of contractors. 
' 
-~ --------------
1 Aug. 30 George B. Green •• r. 5 214 ~5 <~> 1 070 
'f 
Four exterrors, the subdivision Hne:'! of 
five fractio-nal townships, and con-
nexions wi~h the State boundary. 
2 Sept. 4 Daniel G. Saunders •• 5 264 [, 1, 32(} Resurvey of· three exteriors, survey of 
one exreri0r, and of the subdivision 
' lines of four townshjps, and con-
nexions with the State bo~mdary. 
3 Sept. 7 L. M. Eiler .••••.••. 4~ 2101 5 l, 05(} Part of one exterior and subdivi3ion of 
two fractrona\ townships, and of part 
one township, with eonnexio~s, &c. 
I· 
4 . Sept. 9 William Jabine •••••• 4k 202 5 1, 010 
5 Sept. 12 IsaacS. Baker •.••••• 4~ 200 S 1, 060 
Subdivision of two fractional townships, 
and of parts of three townships, to 
complete the surveys therein. 
One exterior houndary and subdivisions 
of three townships. 
6 Sept.l5 Isaac Woods ••••.••. H 200 5 1, 000 Two exteriors, subdivit'ions of two 
townships, and of parts of two other 
townships, to complete the surveys 
thereinr 
1849. 
7 Oct. 25 James Harris....... 5 120 5 600 Subdivision of townships 23 north, · 
ranaes 5 and 6 east of 5th principal 
meridiem. 
N OTE.-On the 20th of October, 1848, there was available for surveys contracted 
for, an unexpended balance of .......................................... . 
To which adJ the appropriation of March 3, 1849 •••••••••••••••••.••.••••• 
Deduct the expenditures from the 20th of October, 1848, as per the above state• 
ment ••••••••••••••••••••..••••••••••.• , •••.•••••••••••••••••••.••••• 
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c. 
tober, 1848, the date of the last annual report fro;n this qffice, and tlze con-
1848, and that of $4,000 of March 3, 1849, "for surveys in the southern 
-count of the dijficulties in executing surveys in that section of the State, 
.fJf October 28, 1849.) 
RETURNS. 
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' 924 12 
·········· 
REMARKS. 
Cond<ition of the work, &c • 
Accounted tor as per contract.-(Townships 16 
and 17, ranges 7 and 8, and town:::hi p J.8 north, 
range 8, east of 5th principal meridian.) • 
This part is paid for at $6 per mile, it being filr 
connexions wich the south boundaries of the 
State of J\IIiss(.,uri, f S per instructions from the 
Commissioner to the surveyor general, of the 
lith and 22d of N ·1vember, i848. 
Accounted fur as per colltract.-(Township 22 
north~ ranges 4, 5, ·6, and 7, east of 5th principal 
meridian.) 
Paid f,r at $6 ner mile, as per Commissioner's in-
srructio.ns mentioned in No. 1. 
AcGnuntt"d fur as ner cont.-a · t.-(Townships 22, 
23, and 26 north, range 8, east uf 5th prmcipal 
meridtan. 
Paid fvr at $6 per mile, as per C ommissioner's in-
structions meutioned in No. 1. 
(Township 21, rangeS. ; township 20, range 9t 
parts of rownship <!0, range 10, and townships 
19 and 21, range 9, east of 5;h principal meridian.) 
Contract void, on aecount of failure tv perform. 
441 96 Contract consjdered as dosed. 
In progress. 
0FFWE GF THE SuRvEYOR GENERAL FOR ILLINOIS AND M1ssouRt, 
, a .... 
Sl. Louis, Oduber 28, 1849. 
M. LEWIS CL4.RK, 
Surveyor Geneml. 
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D. 
Statement exhibiting a list of the plats of tmvnships in Misso'nrli, surveyea 
since the 20th October, 1848, tht?- date of the last annual report from 
this qjjice, and which have been tra'J'tsrnitted to the Cornmissia'llJCr and[(} 
the registers of the several land f![/jices in the State of JJllvss-o·uri; and 
showing, also, the number of. acres 'f public lands contained in each of 


































Number of Date of trans- Date 0f trans-
acre&. mi<'sion to · mtss1on to 
the Register. the Commis-
sioner. 
:Remarks., 
North of the base line and west rf the fifth principal meridian. 
SPRINGFIELD DlSTRlCT. 
1849. 1849. 
8,382.59 Ju»e 23 June 23 
23,097.70 Mareh 10 March ]{} 
23,056.73 March J() March 10 
8,909 56 June ' 23 June 23 Exclusive of the bed of river-. 
9,388 .23 June 23 June 2.3 
9, 54'8. 88 June 23 June 23 
9', 748.47 ' June 23 June 23 Exclu~ive of the bed of river. 
10,lo6 57 June 23 June 23 Do do. 
10,.593 80 June ;;n June 23 D& do.. 
10,9'49.22 June 23 June 23 " Do do. 5,624.41 Jur.e 23 June 23 Do do. 
2, 343.13 June .23 June 23 
15,.649.59 June 23 June 23 
19,.759. 68 June 23 June 23 
22,077.38 September 29 September 29 E:xciusive of the bed of river. 
23-,GH. 29 May 12 May 12 
16,352.36 Juue 23 .Tune 23 
2!, 939.23 Septembe1· 29 September 29 EK:clusive of the bed of nver. 
2'2,987.73 May 12 May 12 
22,851 49 May ]2 May 12 Exclusive of the bed of river~ 
16,477.55 June 23 June 23 Do do. 
21, 83&. 74 May 12 May ' 12 Do do. 
21, 7('56 72 May 12 May 12 Do do. 
16,497.77 Ju-ne C)'' -·j June 23 Do do. 
17,27714 June 23 June 23 Do J do. 
18,928.30 September 2-<J September :!9 ... .... ....... Sepwn1ber 29 September 29 Connexions of otd s:urveys wrth 
20, 148 54 Septem her 29 
State lines only. 
September 29 
20,981.86 September 29 September 29 
21,5S6 ll September 29 St·p:ernber 29 
E~clusive of the bed of ri\'er. 22, 2~6. ro Septemf'er 29 September 29 
22,989 98 Stf tember :29 September 29 Do do. 
14,63g 53 September 29 September 29 Do do. 
532,514.38 
North nf the base line nnd wes't of the fifh principal me1·idian. 
CLINTON DlSTRICT. 
35 118 I ·23, 109.161 June 231 J~ne 231 Exclusive of bed of river. 
Doc. No.5. 279 
D-Continued. 
ci. Number of Date of trans- Date of trans-
~ acres. mission to mission to l1l ~ !:: the Register. the Commis· ~ ~ s::; 
0 (!$ sioner. 
~ p:: 
Remarks. 
North of the base line and west of the fifth principal meridian. 
JACKSON DISTRICT. 
1849. 1849. 
23 8 23,267.08 March 10 March ' 10 
24 8 24,715.39 March 17 Marr.h 17 
28 8 23,162.82 March 17 March 17 
29 8 29,771. 7l March 17 March 17 
23 9 23,266.73 March 10 March 10 
24 9 23,663.53 March 10 March 10 
25 9 23,192.26 March 17, March 17 
26 9 22,996.99 March 17 March 17 
28 9 23,024.88 March 17 March 17 
21 10 8, 563.93 June 23 June 23 
22 10 29,061.96 March 10 March 10 
23 10 23,054.42 March 10 March 10 
24 10 23, 772. 18 March 10 March 10 
25 10 23, 149.68 March 10 March 10 
26 10 22,917.25 March 10 March 10 
-------
347,580.81 
North of the base line and east of the fifth principal meridian. 
JACKSON DISTRICT. 
22 4 17,280.00 March 28 March 28 9 sections not surveyed. 
2~ 5 23,945.95 March 28 March 28 
16 6&7 15,551.23 February 19 February 19 
22 6 23,520.59 March 28 March 28 Exclusive of the bed of river. 
17 7 7,5~2 . 06 February 19 February 19 
22 7 23,546.82 March 28 March 28 ~ 
16 8 16,697.36 F~bruary 19 February 19 
17· 8 22,120.70 February 19 February 19 
18 8 7,605.44 February 19 February 19 
21 8 1,116.65 March 28 March 28 
22 8 23,412 . 61 January 30 January 30 Exclusive of bed of river. 
23 8 22,560.84 January 30 January 30 Do do. 
26 8 11,540.00 January 30 January 30 18 sections not surveyed. 
19 !l 10,958.96 March 28 March 28 Exclusive of bed of river. 
20 9 9,203 . 40 March 28 March 28 
21 9 22,782.07 March 28 March 23 
20 10 12,396.33 March 28 March 28 West.ofEast Swamp. 
18 12 lf), 640.00 February . 28 February 28 19 sections not surveyed . 
l!l 12 5, 120.00 February 28 February 28 Sections 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10. 
20 12 7,040.00 February 28 February 28 Only 11 sections surveyed. 
-------
301, l06. 01 
280 Doc. No. 5. 
D-Continued. 
REC.A,PITULA.TION. 
Jn the Springfield di:strict, 33 plats, containing 
In the Clinton " 1 plat, " 
In the Jackson " 15 plats, '' 




- 69 plats, " 
- 138 plats. 
- 207 plats. 
532, 514.38 acres. 
23, I 09. 16 acres. 
34 7, 580.81 acres, west of meridian. 
30 l, 106. 01 acres, east of me:ridian. 
1, 204, 310 .36 acres. 
------------




St. Louis, October 28, 1849. • 
M. LEWIS CLARK, 
Surveyor General. 
'I 
Doc. No. 5. 281 
E. 
Statement exhibiting the progress of qjfice-work since the 20th October, 
1848, (the date of the last annual rtport of this qffice,) towards the com-
pletion of the surveys of the towns and villages in Missouri, named in 
tfte acts of 13th June, 1812, and 26th May, 1824.-( Accornpanying an· 
nual report of 28th October, 1849.) 
I.-PLATS OF SURVEYS. 
One original plat of the approved surveys of the common and common-fields 
of St. Charles, and of the fractions of townships adjoining thereto. 
One copy of the same for the General I Jand Offiee. . 
One do do for the register (in 5 separate sheets.) 
One original plat and 2 copies of the town of St. Charles. 
One do do of the common -field of St. Charles. 
One do do of the Prairie Haute and Cui-de-Sac fields 
of St. Charles. 
One connected plat of the town of Carondelet. 
H.-PLATS AND DESCRIPTIONS OF THE SURVEYS OF TOWN LOTS. 
City of St. Louis 7 originals, and 7 originals recorded. 
Town ,of Carondelet, 8 do do. 
Town of St. Charles 22 originals, 3 do do. 
IlL-REPORTs-of the 2d of November, J 848, and 13th of 'Becember, 
1848, relative to lots in St. Louis, claimed by the president and board of 
directors of the St. Louis public schools, under the acts of Congress of the 
13th June, 1812, 26th May, 1824, and 27th January, 1831. 
OFFICE OF THE SURVEYOR GENERAL 
FOR THE STATES OF ILLINOIS AND MISSOURI, 
St. Louis, October 28, 1849. 
F. 
M. LEWIS CLARK, 
Surveyor General. 
Statement accompany§ng annual report of Or;tober 28, 1849. 
OFFICE SuRVEYOR GENERAL OF ILLINOIS AND MissouRI, 
St. Louis, October 15, 1849. 
Sm: In compliance with the instructions from your office dated the 
16th June last, I herewith have the honor to transmit my estimates for the 
services of this district and office for the fiscal year ending on the 30th 
June, 1851, as follows: 
No. 1. For surveys in the southern part of the State of Mis-
souri, east of the meridian, at $5 per mile, on account 
of the difficulties in executing surveys in this section of 
the State from obstructions by lakes, swamps, &c. $5,000 00 
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No. 2. For completing surveys of towns and villages in 
Missouri, named in the acts of 13th June, 1812, and 26th 
May, U524, including office work 
No. 3. For compensation of extra clerks engaged in bringing 
up the incomplete records of surveys in Illinois· and Mis-
souri 
No. 4. Por salary of the surveyor general -
No. 5. For salary of clerks, as per act of 9th May, 1836 
No. 6. For making out and recording plats and descriptions 
of private surveys in Missouri, confirmed previous to the 
act of 4th July, 1836 
No. 7. For incidental expenses of this office, including the 
binding of records and plats of Illinois surveys, prepara-
tory to being transferred to that State, as per act of 12th 
June, 1640 
Total amount of estimates 








lVI. LEWIS CLARK, 
Surveyor General. 
Hon. JusTIN BuTTERFIE~n, 
Commissioner if the General Land Office, 
Washington city. 
REPORT OF THE SURVEYOR GENERAL OF OHIO, INDIANA, AND MICHIGAN. 
SuRVEYOH GENERAL's OFFICE, 
Detroit, JVovember 5, 1849. 
SIR: 'rhe accompanying papers, marked A, B, C, D, E, F, G, H, I, 
K, L, M, N, 0, P, Q, R, S, T, and U, show the operations of this offiee 
since the date of my last annual report, together with an estimate of ap-
propriations deemed necessary for the fiscal year ending on the 30th of 
June, 1851, and such other information in relation to the surveys of the 
public lands as it is supposed may be useful. 
lndiana.-The surveys in Indiana are all completed, and the records 
of the field-notes and plats of those surveys are indexed, bound, and 
ready for delivery to the officer who may be designated by the governor 
of that State to receive them, whenever you may direct. 
JJiichigan.-The surveys ·of private claims and adjacent lands on the 
river Raisin, in this State, have been thoroughly reyised, replatted, and 
corrected, during the past year, and a new connected map and township 
maps thereof will be forwarded to you as soon as some additional sur-
veys, now in progress, can be completed, which will probably be done 
within three or four weeks. 
'I.., he islands in the Kalamazoo river are not yet surveyed, no experi-
enced deputy having been found willing to survey them for the compen-
sation per mile that can be legally allowed for that service . 
Nearly all the deputies of this office have been engaged, during the past 
season, in surveying on the northern peninsula, as shown in statements 
A and B, above mentioned. The growing interest felt by capitalists and 
business men in the copper, iron, and lumber regions of that penin;;ula, 
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and the attention paid to the fisheries in Lake Superior and in the north-
ern portion of Lake Michigan, induced the belief that it would be best to 
leave the twenty-three unsurveyed townships in the southern peninsula 
until next year, and employ most of the deputies this year as before 
stated. 
No contracts have been made for resurveys under the appropriation of 
the last session of Congress, for the reason that, to enter into such con-
tracts understandingly, it was necessary to procure more full and definite 
information in relation to the character of the defective surveys than has 
been heretofore in possession of this office. For this purpose, after writing 
to your predecessor on the subject, William A. Burt and Orange Risdon, 
esqs., two experienced and faithful deputies, were em.Ployed, and fur-
nished with copies of the plats of about two hundred and eighty town-
ships, which they were requested to examine, as far as practicable, and 
to report the results of their examinations for your consideration. 
The district assigned to Mr. Burt extended from the south boundary of 
township seven north, in range one west, north and west, to Grand '"J1rav-
erse bay of Lake Michigan; and that assigned to Mr. Risdon extended 
south from that bay to the Grand river. 
Nothing has been heard from the latter; but from Mr. Burt, field-notes 
have been received, describing examinations made by him in districts 
originally surveyed by the following persons, viz: Robinson Thomas, C. 
\tV. Christmas, Joel Wright, Henry Nicholson, (two districts,) J. N. Hig-
bee, Noah Brookfield, John Brink, I{enry Brevoort, jr., and James H. 
Mullett, John P. Allard, and Sylvester Sibley and John Hodgson-which 
districts are numbered, on the accompanying diagram, (marked P ,) 2, 5, 3, 
11, 25, 16, 35, 36, 37, 27, and 28, and contain, in all, one hundred and 
sixty-one townships. 
From these examinations, which were made only in a part of each dis-
trict, but still far enough to determine the character of the work, it ap-
pears that, in the surveys returned by Messrs. Thomas, Wright, Higbee, 
and Sibley and Hodgson, embracing seventy townships, the lines, as far 
as examined, have nearly all been run and marked, as represented in the 
field-notes; but the returns of surveys i'n the other seven districts, em-
bracing ninety-one townships, are grossly fraudulent-the greater portion 
of the field-notes thereof being wholly fictitious, or descriptive of lines 
and corners that were never established. 
-For a more particular account of the surveys examined by Mr. Burt, 
see statement N. , 
'rhere are one hundred and seventy townships in the southern penin-
sula of Michigan, north of the Grand and Saginaw rivers, that have been 
returned to this offiee as surveyed by the persons who committed the 
frauds there described. Out of these, and the fraudulent surveys of other 
persons, whose work has not yet been examined, it is probable that at 
least one hundred and fifty townships will require to _be resurveyed in this 
peninsula. This work should be done as soon as practicable; for the ex-
amination of Mr. Burt has developed the fact that, in the country between 
the heads of the Tetabaw as see river and Grand 'rraverse bay there are 
large tracts of good land, which, now that they are !cnown, are likely 
soon to be settled for farming purposes. The cost of the resurveys that 
will be required in this part of the State will be about fifty thousand dol-
lars-only a small portion of which can ever be collected on the bonds 
J 
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given by the delinquent deputies for the faithful performance of their con, 
tracts. It so happens that, in every case but one, the security afforded 
by those bonds is deemed to be insufficient or doubtful. They were con. 
sidered good when given; and most of them would have been good at 
the present time, but for some unfavorable change in the pecuniary cir-
cumstances of the parties since they were entered into. Instead of prof-
iting by their frauds, as they expected, the delinquent deputies are all now 
poor. Their condition, in this respect, is a striking illustration of the im-
mutable, Heaven-taught truth, that "riches fraudulently acquired pass 
away, or are dissipated, so that the parties themselves know not by what 
meaus, whereas others are enriched thereby." 
.By reference t+) the papers M and P, it will be seen that the frauds 
above mentioned were all committed several years before I took charge of 
this office. I have now to perform the disagreeable duty of referring to 
and exposing a similar fraud committed last year by one of my deputies, 
residing then in this city, in whose integrity I, in common with the whole 
community, had the fullest confidence. The deputy alluded to is Syl-
vester W. Higgins, formerly chief of the topographical department of the 
geological survey of Michigan, and afterwards receiver of public moneys 
in the United States land office at this place, who is now in California. 
In examining the returns of six townships surveyed by him, last year, 
discrepancies were discovered in his field-notes of township 50 north, 
range 36 west, and township 50 north, range 37 west, in this State, which 
induced the suspension of his account·for the survey of those townships, 
until his work could be examined on the ground, and its correctness as-
certained beyond all doubt. This duty has been performed, under my 
instructions, during the past summer, by ·\Villiam Burt, a competent 
deputy, whose integrity has never been questioned. He has this day re-
turned from his work; and from his report of examinations made in each 
of the six townships above referred to, it is now fully ascertained that the 
field-notes of the survey of those townships, which were returned to this 
office and sworn to by 1\ir. Higgins, are in many particulars false, and that 
his surveys on the ground are exceedingly erroneous and fra\].dulent. He 
appears to have run and marked most of his lines, and to have established 
all, or nearly all, his section and quarter-section corners; but his field-
notes cannot be depended on as giving either the true courses or lengths 
of those lines, or the cardinal points towards which they were run; nor 
can their truth be relied on in anything. They deseribe all the east and 
west lines as run random, and correeted back, so as to be straight from 
corner to corner of seetions, as required by instruetions, when, in fact, 
they have not been corrected at all, but are almost invariably left crooked, 
and the corners on them out of place. This may serve as a fair sample 
of their character, as well as of the character of the work itself. All that 
he has done is worse than useless, beeause in addition to the labor of 
making an entire new survey, it will now be neeessary to find and cut 
out the corners that he has established. 
The surveys made by him in previous years have not yet been exam-
ined, but there is reason to apprehend that they are of a similar deserip-
tion. They appear well on paper, but it must not be forgotten that the 
real character of surveys can only be known by the field-notes, when 
thgse notes are strictly true; and that where the notes are false, if they are . 
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made up with care, there is no way by which their falsity can be de-
tected, except by examination of the surveys on the ground. 
From all that is now known, the only thing connected with any por-
tion of Mr. Higgins's work that can be contemplated with any degree of 
satisfaction is the fact that the sureties on his bonds are all good and 
sufficient, so that no loss is likely to be ultimately sustained by the 
United States in consequence of his unfaithfulness. 
Particular care has been taken by me to accept no bond that was not 
entirely sufficient; and it is believed that in this respect the interest of the 
government is well protected. 
But to guard against loss, as far as possible, it will be necessary to 
commence suit against every deputy as soon as any fraud in his wmk 
shall be discovered. 
The second section of the act entitled "An act to eqnalize the com-
pensation of the surveyors general of the public lands of the United States, 
and for other purposes," approved on the 8th of August, 1846, provides 
that " the institution of such suit shall act as a lien upon any property 
owned 0-r held by such deputy, or his sureties, at the time such suit 
was instituted;" and, to secure to the government the benefit of this provi-
sion, application will be made to the district attorney of the United States 
for this district to commence suits, without delay, against all the delin-
quent deputies whose names are mentioned in this report. 
Besides the effect of such a proceeding on the cases immediately under 
consideration, it may, perhaps, in some degree tend to prevent the occur-
rence of similar evils hereafter. But far the best and most efficient means 
of insuring ~he faithful performance of their duty, in every respect, by all 
deputy surveyors, whether honest or otherwise, will be to let them know 
in advance that their work, under each contract, will certainly be exam-
ined on the ground, by some competent person sent for that purpose, 
within one year, or as soon as practicable after its completion. 
Had the surveyor general, heretofore, been authorized to have such ex-
aminations made in all cases, the frauds before described would never 
have been committed, and the sureties of th~ defaulting deputies would 
have been saved from the ruin that now awaits them. 
It is due to Judge Burt, and to his. son, vVilliam Burt, the deputies 
who made the examinations before mentioned, to say that they appear to 
have discharged the unpleasant duty assigned them in the most faitpful 
and impartial manner. A proof of impartiality may be seen in the fact 
that the former is one of the sureties of Henry Nicholson, for whom he 
will probably have to pay nearly three thousand; dollars, in consequence 
of his own report. 
It is al~o due to the deputies of this office generally to say that they are 
men of integrity, who will feel k~enly the reproach brought upon them by 
those who have been unfaithful, and will rejoice to have all such exposed 
anc~ punished as they deserve. · 
I am, si!, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
LUCIUS LYON,. 
J. BuTTERFIELD, E~q., 
Surveyor General. 
Commissione~ of the General Land Office. 
A. 
St (). tement of surveys completed and returned under contracts that were unfinished on !{ovcm!Jer 24, 1848, the date cif tlte 
last annual report. 
Ill 
1:::: 
Names of contractors. Character of sur- Date of bonds and 
~ . 
Miles returned. Amountofac· Remarks. o15 
veys. contracts. +->~:::; count trans-~'"' oB mitted • • Q,) 
0'"' z 
---
Contracts. Miles. Chains. Li~ks. 
A. Merryweather •••••••• Sub-divisions ••• February 23, 1848 21 754 40 24 $3,008 25 Surveys all finished. 
John Mullett •••••••••••• •.••• • do ........ A pr1l 22, 1848 15 538 77 05 2,115 85 Do. 
S. W. Higgins ........... • • • • • • do, ••••••. May 5, 1847 5 320 43 04 1, 602 69 Surveys all finished except township 49 
' no.rth, range 39 west, which is cancelled. 
.Bonds. Contract now closed. 
S. W. Higgins ........... • • • • • • do .•••••.. December29, 1848 6 244 47 46 1,222 96 Surveys completed.* 
John Burt .•••••••••••••• •••••• do •••••••. February 23, 1849 7 489 28 67 2,858 47 Surveys all ~nished. ~ 
Austin Burt ••••••••••••• ••••• • do .•...•.. December 9, 1848 10 530 20 71 2,651 29 Do. 
Wells Burt .............. ••• · ••• do •••••••. February 26, 1849 7 513 76 61 3,083 75 Do. 
William Burt •••••••••••• •••••• do •••••••. December 9, 1848 8 478 31 66 2,391 98 Do. 
Harvey Mellen •••••••••• •••••• do •••••••. December 13, 1848 7 448 17 26 - 2,689 29 
' 
Do. 
William lves •••••••••••• • • • • • • do •••••••. January 15, 1849 8 263 22 52 1 :128 62 Do . 
James H. Mullett •••••••. •••••• do •••••••• December 20, 1848 2 103 62 75 ) 415 13 Do. 
Contract. Islands. ' 
A. E. Van Ness •••••••••. Islands in Indiana June 6,1848 6t! 58 22 08 291 38 Bo. 
"'The account for township 50 north, ranges 36 and 37 west, was suspended on account of inaccuracy in intersections on the fifth correction line. Since 
xamined on the ground, and work found fraudulent. 
SuRVEYOR UENERAx.'s OFFICE, Detroit, JV'ovember 5, 1849. 













SURVEYS NOW IN PROGRESS, 





John Blilrt .•••••• 
Zelotes B. Searls. 
William Ives •••• 
A. Merryweather. 
William Burt •••. 
James H. Mullett. 
. 
Harvey Mellen •• 
Wells Burt •••••• 
Guy H. Carleton. 
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B. 
Statement if surveys now in progress, contracted for since 
STATE OF 
I I ::::: ~ District embraced in contract. 0 
<:,) ..n ..0 ........... v 




~ 1850. --------- -----------
Apr. 27 Jan. 1 41 & 42 .••••••••••••••.. 29 ....................... 
41 & 42 .•••••...•••••••. 30. 
41, 42, 43, 44, & 45 ....... 31. 
41 ....................... 32. 
Apr. 27 Jan. 1 42, 43, 44, & 45 •••••••••. 32 .. , '""'"''"'"''"'r" 
June 7 Jan. 1 45 ....• ~ •... . •••••••••••• 8 ....................... 
43, 44, & 45 . ............ 9. 
42, 43, 44, & 45 . •• . •••••• 10. 
42, 43, 44, & 45 .......... 11. 
And all islands in north end of lake Michigan. 
June 8 June 1 41 ....................... 17 ....................... 
42 ....................... 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, & 1~. 
43 ....................... 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, & 20. 
June 14 Jan. 1 50 ....................... 32, 33, & 34 ..•••••••••••. 
52 ....................... 33 & 34. 
June 27 Jan. 1 
And Traverse island, in tow nship 54 north, range 31 west. 
37, 38, 39, & 40 .......... 28 ....................... 
37, 38, 39, & 40 .......... 29. 
39 &40 .•.•..•••••••••••• 30. 
39 & 40 ..•••••...••••.••. 31. 
And islands in Menomonie river, above Q.uinnesec falls. 
June29 Jan. 1 45, 46, & 47 ..•••••••••••. 2 .•.. : •••••••••••••••••. 
45, 46, & 47 ...••••••••••. 3. 
44, 45, 46, & 47 ........... 4. 
44, 45, 46, & 47 ........... 5. 
And islands in river St. Mar y'sand Tah-qua-me-naw bay 
June29 Jan. 1 50 & 51 .................. 5 ....................... 
45,46,47, 48, 49, 50,&51 6. 
45, 46, 47, 48, 49, & 50 •••. 7. 
And islands in Tah-qua-me- nawbay. 
July 14 Jan. 1 42, 43, 44, & 45 .......... 12 ....................... 
42, 43, 44, & 45 .......... 13. 
SuRVEYOR GsNERAL's OFFICE, 







R.ccompanying Report of the 2 8 qi ortobcr 184.9. 
-~ 
Officp of the ~urveyor Genern1 
f(JR THE DIS'I'RIC'T' OF 
ILLI~OlS &: MISSOURI 
Sll.ouis, Oltober 21r•· 1849. 
/;'Xf'L.1.\'.i TOitY .NOT.ES. 
0 
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B. 
November 24, 1848, the date if the last annual report. 
MICHIGAN. 







Notes of townships returned . 
Townships 39 and 40 N., 
range 8 W. ; townships 
39 and 40, 42 and 43 N., 
range 9 W.; townships 
39 and 40 N., range 10 
W.; townships 38, 39, 
and 40 N., range 11 W. ; 
township 38 N.. range 
12 w. 
Township 42 N., range 19 
w. 
.Ms. chs. lks. 
Remarks. 
Surveys completed in the :fiel61 j 
notes not yet returned. 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . Surveys completed ; notes not 
yet returned. 
206 25 60 $825 28 The notes of 5 other townships 
have been received, but are not 
yet examined. 
Deputy still in the fi.eld. 
330 4 00 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . • • • • • • • • . • • • • • • • • . . • • • • • • • Field-wollk c:;ompleted; notes not 
yet returned. 
540 5 50 
'780 4 00 
'iBO 4 00 
Townships 45 and 46 N., 
range 2 W.; townships 
45, 46, and 47, range 3 
W. ; townships 46 and 
47, range 4 w.,and town-
ships 46 & 47, range 5 W. 
563 4 00 Township 43 N., range 12 
w. 
Part li-19 
Notes not yet examined. 
Work partly completed in the 




Statement of township plats made from surveys returned s·ince November 24, 1848, and on file in this ojficej and of copies 
sent to proper ojJicers, with date of transmission. 
Townships-north. Ranges-west. Land district. 
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When sent to 
Commissioner. 
When sent to 
Register. 
When sent to Dr. 
Jackson, United 
Stales geologist. 
----------------1 1--1-- 1--1--1~----- ------------
35 and 3ej............ 24................. Lake Superior, Michigan. 
33, 3<1, 35, and 36 .... '2.5 ........................... do .......... .. 
32, 33, 34, and 35. • • . 26. • . • . • • . . . . • . . • . . .••...... do ...•.••.•••. 
31, 32. 33, 34, and 35 .. 27 ..•.•...•....•.•..•••••..•. do •••••••••••• 
32 and 33 ............ 28 .....•..•........••••••.•.. tlo .....•..••.. 
49 .................. 40 ........................... do .•••••••••• 
50 •••••..•••..•••••• 35 .•.•...•..••••••.•••••••••. do ••••.••••••• 
51 .................. 34, 35, and 36 ................. do ........... . 
46, 47, 48, an~ 49 .... 4'7 ........................... do ........... . 
47, 48, and 49 ..•...•. 48 ••••.••••.••••••.•••••••••. do •••••••• .•••• 
48 .••••••••••••••••• 49 ..........•......•••••••••. do •••••••••••• 
49. • • .. • • • • • . . • • • • • . 42, 43, 44, 45, and 46 ..••••••••. do .•.•..••••.. 
47... .. • • • • . . • . . • . . . 43, 44, and 45 .••••••••••••.•.. do ..•••••••••. 
43 •••••••••••••••••• 29 and 30 ..........••••••••.. do ....•••.•••. 
46 .•••••••••.....•.. 27, 28, 29, 30, and 31. ••••••.••. do .••••.••.... 
48.. ... • • • • .. • . .. . .. 42, 43, 44, and 45 ............. do .......... .. 
50 .••.•••••.•.•..... 41,42,43,44,45,&46 .•••••••.•. do ....•••••... 
45 ••••••••••.•••..•. 29 and 30 ..••..•...••••••..•• do •••••••••••. 
48.................. 27, 28, 29, 30, and 31. .......... do ........... . 
44 .••.•••••••••••• , . 29 and 30 .......•...•••••.••. do •••••••••••• 
47... •• • • • • •• • • • . • • . 27, 28, 29, 30, and 31. ••••••.•.. do ••••.••..••. 
39... • • • • • •• . . • . . • . 17 .• ,,, •••••.••••• , ••••••.••. do •••••••••••• 
38, 39, and 4.1........ 18 .•.•••..•.•.•••...•••••.... do •••••.•••••. 
2 2 ;J 
4 4 4 
4 4 4 
5 5 5 
2 2 2 
1 1 1 1 
1 1 1 1 
3 3 3 3 
4 4 4 4 
3 3 3 3 
1 l 1 1 
5 5 5 5 
3 3 3 3 
2 2 2 2 
5 5 5 5 
4 4 4 4 
6 6 6 6 
2 2 2 2 
5 5 5 5 
2 2 2 2 
5 5 5 5 
1 1 
3 1 3 
6 Dec. 25, 1848 April 24, 1849 .............. .. 
12 ...... do .. ............ do ....................... . 
12 ••••.. do .............. do ....................... . 
15 ..• -... do .............. do ....................... . 
6 ...... do ..•........•.. do ............•.••.......• 
4 Dec. 30, 1848 April 7, 18<19 Dec. .ao, 1848 
4 •.••.. do ........ April 28. 1849 .••••. uo ••••..•• 
12 ...... do ........ Apr. 7 & 24, '49 ...... do ........ 
16 Jan. 15, 1849 .••••. do........ March 29, 1849 
12 ....•. do .............. do .•..••..•••••. do ••.•...• 
4 ...... do ........ April 24, 1849 ...... do ...... .. 
20 Jan. 27, 1849 Apr. 24 &28, '49 ...... do ...... .. 
12 ...... do ........ April 28, 1849 ...... do ....... . 
8 ...... do ........ April 24, 1849 March 21, 1849 
20 ...... do ........ Apr.24&28,'49 ...... do ....... . 
16 March 2, 1849 July 2, 1849 March 29, 1849 
24 ...... do . ., ........... do .............. do ....... . 
8 March 8, 1849 •.••.. do........ March 21, 1849 
20 ...... do ....... . ...... do .............. do ....... . 
8 March 17,1849 ...... do ............ do ....... . 
20 ...... do .............. do .............. do ....... . 
2 ...... do ........ Not sent ....................... . 











36, 39, and 41........ 19 .•••••••••• • • •••. •••• · ••••• • do ••••••••• • , . 3 3 .•••••.• 6 Mar.l7 and Aug . . . .. do ...•...... 1 •• ••••••. ••• •••. ,, 
• • • • • •• • • • do •••••••••••. 
7, 1849 . 
36 .•••••••••.••••••. 20 ••••••••••••••••• 1 1 .•.. . ... 2 March 17, 1849 .••. do ••••.•••••.••••••••••••••• 
38 .•.••.•••••••••••• 21. .....•••.•••••.. •••••••••• do •••••••••••• 1 1 1 .... 3 ••• . • do ..••..•. April 28, 1849 . ................ 
40 .......••••••••••. 16, 17, 18, and 19 .... • • • •• • . • • ,do •••••••••••• 4 4 .... .... 8 April 20, 1849 Not sent .••...• . ............... 
39 and 40 .•.••••.••. 8 .....•••••••.••••• . • •• • •• • • . do •••••••••••• 2 2 2 .... 6 Aug. 23, 1849 October 1, 1849 ............... , 
39 and 40 ............ 9 ..•.••.•.•••••.•.. . • • • .• • • • • do •••.••••••••• 2 2 2 .... 6 •.•••• do •••••••• . . • • .. do ••••••.. ................ 
43 and 44 ........... . 9 ..•.••..•••••.•••. • • • • . • • • • • do ••.••••••••• 2 2 .... .... 4 • ••••• do .••••••• Not seNt .•••••. ················ 39 and 40 ••.•••••••. 10 ..••••••••••••••. . . • •• •• • • . do .••••••••••• 2 2 - 2 .... 6 .•.••. do •••••••. October 1, 1849 ················ 38, 39, and 40 ........ 11 ................. . •• · ••••••• do ••••••••.••. 3 3 3 .... 9 .•••.. do ........ .•.••• ,do ••.••••• . ............... 
38 .•••••••.•••.••... 12 .•••••••.••••••.. .••••••••• do •••••••••••. 1 1 1 .... 3 •••••. do ••••.••. • ••••• do ••••••• . ............... 
94 I 94 l 80 I s2 1 320 
Diagrams containing 29 islands in the State of Indiana, withia the limits I I I I ., 
of 27 townships .................... , • • • • • . • • • • .. .. • • • .. • • .. • • • • . 27 27 27 .. .. 81 I June 31, 1849 Feb. 20, 1849 
l 
SuRVEYOR GENERAL's OFFICE, Detroit, November 5, 1849. 












Statement slwwittg the number of copies of plats made, and where sent, since the 24th day of November, 1848, (the date 
of the last annual report,) not included in statement C. 
I 
I I • 
Number of copies I 00 
~ ,.!<:Q) 
'§ ~ t.Jb..O made. s .M ~~ 
0 Q) s..:~ 
~ 
0~ p:: Ori.i 
rn 
Townships-north. I Q) Land district. 
Q) 
d 
OQ.l s S"C:! I Remarks. 
~ 
;::: ....;::: -3 
·~ 
0 .... o ~ 
I 00 
;::: · - ;:::•-< 
~ 
Q)rn Q) Q);:: • 
rn rn 




;:: ;:: § c·~ 0..0 
;::: s ·;;n 1-:a Q) 
Q) 
ct! ~ 0 
..q ..q ..C: o ....... 
p:: 0 
Q) 
~ ~ !:l:rno p:: Q E-t 0 ----------- ·---·-----------·--·--·--·--·------- , _______ , _______ , ____________ _ 
50 •••••••••••••••••••• 
49, 51, and 52 ......... . 
49 and 50 .•••••••••••• 
48, 49, and 50 ......... . 
48, 49, and 50 .••••.•••• 
48, 49, and 50 ......... . 
48, 49, and 50 ......... . 
49 and 50 .•••••••• , ••• 
46, 47, 48, and 49 ...... 
47 and 48 .•••••••••••• 
48 .•••••.••••••••••••• 
64 and 65 ••••••••••••• 
63 and 64 ••••••••••••• 
63 and 64 .•••••••••••• 
2 .••.•••••••.•••••..•• 
40 •••••••••••••••••••• 
58 .•• . •••••••••••••••• 
58 and 59 .•••••••••••• 
58 and 59 .•••••••••••• 
57 •••••••••••••••••••• 
56, 57, 58, and 59 ...••• 
54, 55, 56, 57, and 58 .•• 
39 Lake Superior, Mich.. 1 1 • • • • 2 
40 .......... do.......... 3 3 • • • • 6 
41 •••••••••• do.......... 2 2 . • • • 4 
42 •••••••••• do.......... 3 3 • • • • 6 
43 •••••••••• do.......... 3 3 • • • • 6 
44 .•••••••• do.......... 3 3 • • • • 6 
45 •••••••• , .do.......... 3 3 . • • • 6 
46 •••••••••. do.......... 2 2 • • • 4 
47 •••••••••• do.......... 4 4 • • • . 8 
48 •••••••••• do . ......... 2 2 • • • • 4 
4!..1 •••••••••• do.......... 1 1 • • • • 2 
37 .......... do........ • • • . •• • • 2 2 
38 .•.••••••. do.......... . • • . • • • • 2 2 
39 •...•..••. do.......... • . . . • • • • 2 2 
9 Kalamazoo, Michigan.. 1 . • . . . . . • 1 
22 Lake Superior, Mich.. 1 . . .. . • .. 1 
26 .•••.•••.. do.......... . . . . . . • . 1 1 
Q7 · •••••••••• do.......... . . . . . . . . 2 2 
28 .......... do.......... . . .. . • . . 2 2 
29 ..•••.•••• do.......... • • • . • • • • 1 1 
30 •••••••••• do.......... . • .. . . .. 4 ' 4 
3.J •••••.••••• do.......... • • • • • • . . 5 5 
.:~~~.d~-~~~:. -~~:~~-~~~:. :::::::::::::: )l 
• •••.. do .•••...••••• do •••••.••••••..••••.. 
• ••••• do .•••...•••.. do •••••..•..••••••••.. 
·•• ... do .. •••· ·····.do .. •• .. • • • · · · • .. • • ·.. Maps with mineral loca-
. • • • • ·do • • • • • · · • · • · ·do··· • • · · • · • • • • • · • · • · · tions. 
• ..... do ............ do .••••...••••..••.•.. I 
. ..... do .•••....•••. do ................... . 
. •.••. do ............ do .•••...•••...•.•••.. 1 
• ••••. do .••••..••••• do .••••..•••.•.••••••. 
. ••••. do ............ do . ................... J 
• • • • • • • • . • • • • . . • . • • • • • . • . • • . Dec. 29, 1848 
. •••••..• . ••....•••..•...••.•••••• do ..... . 
. ................................. do .... .. 
Jan. 8, 1849 ••••••••••••••.••• • • • • •••• •. 
May 12, 1849 •••••••••••••••..•.•..••••.. 
• ........................... July 31, 1649 I 
• .......................... . ...... do .•••.. I 
. •••••.•.•...•....••••••.•..•••••• do ...•.. 
• • • • • • · · · · • · · · · · · • • • • • • · · · · · · · • · ·do· • • • • · Geological and topographi-










53, 54, 55, 56, 57, and 58 32 
5l, .53, 54, 55, 56, and 57 33 
55 and 56............. 34 
16...... .. • • • . . ... . . . . 6 
21 .•.••••••••.••..••.. 9&10 
•• , ••••••• do •••••••••••••• 
, •• , • , ••• ,do •• , •••• , •••••• 
•..•••••.. do •..••. , ••.•••• 
Grand River, Michigan, •••• 





2 ,,, .. 







.. ,, .. do •••••• 
•••••••.•••••.•••••• do •••••. 
Aug. 7, 1849 .......••..•.. 
•• , ••• do •••••..••••••••••••. 
29 I 34> I 35 I 94 
Copies of ~ownship plats were furnished to the following deputy surveyors, to assist. them in making examinations of surveys, viz: To William A. Burt, 
]{)5 townshps m ranges .f,rom 1 to 14 west and north of 1st correction line; to Orange Risdon, 151 townships in ranges from 6 to 19 west and north of 1st 
correcflion .Ji,ne:; to W .illiam lves, 17 townships in ranges from 3 to 8 west and between townships 40 and 45 nor~h; to William Burt, 15 townships in the 
vicinity of Grand i9land. 
A diagram of township lines between Green bay and Menomonie river was furnished Dr. Jackson, United States geologist, and a map of Isle Royale 
and of the iron reg.ion, with a diag·ram of township lines, including all the Lake Superior land district east of Chocolate river, to Messrs. Foster and Whitney, 
United States geologists. 
SuRVEYOR GENERAL's OFFIC£1 Detroit, November .5, 1849. 
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E. 
Statement of field-notes transcribed and 1·ecorded since November 24, 1848, 
(the date of the last annual report.) 
Townships-north. 
21, 22, 23, 24, 25, and 26 .••••.••••.•• 
21, 22, 23, 24, 25, and 26 ............ . 
21, 22, 23, 24, 25, and 26 ........... .. 
21, 22, 23, 24, 25, and 26 .• , ......... . 
22, 23, 24, 25, and 26 .••.••••••••••. 
18, 19, and 20 ....•.....•..••••.•... 
11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, & 20 
11, 12, 13, 14, 18, 19, and 20 .••••••.. 
11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 18, 19, and 20 ..... 
6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, & 20. 
41, 42, 43, 44, 45, 46, 47, and 48 ...... 
41, 42, 43, 44, and 45 .•••••••• , •••.. 
Bois Blanc island., ••••••••••••••••• 
46, 47, and 48 .................... .. 
41, 42, 43, 44, and 45 .............. .. 
41, 42, and 43 ..•••••••.•••••••••••. 
41, 42, and 43 ..••••••••••••••..•••. 
41, 42, and 43 ...••.••••••.••••.•••• 
41, 42, and 43 ..•••• , .••••••.••••• , . 
41 and 42 .•••••••••• , ••••••••••••. 
40 ..••....••..•••.••.•.•••.•••..•• 
39 and 4(') ..••••••••••••••• , ••••••• 
39 and 40 ..•.•••••••••••••••••••.. 
37, 38, 39, and 40 •••••.••••.••••••. 
37, 38, 39, and 40 .•.•.••.•••••••••• 
38 •••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
34 and 35 .••••.••.•••••••••••••••• 
31 and 32 .•••••••••••••••••••••••• 
30, 31, and 32 ..•••••••••••••••••••. 
67 •••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••• : 
66 and 67 •••••••••••••••.••••••••• 
Total ................. . 
68 islands in Indiana ........... . 
Range. State. N urn her of 
3 E. Indiana • . } 
4 E. . ••• do •••• 
5 E. .. •. do .... 
6 E. . ... do •••• 
7 E. . .•. do ••.. 
4 E. Michigan. 1 
5 E. • ••. do •••. ~ 
6 E. .. .. do .... } 
7 E. . ... do .••• 
8 E. . ... do •••• 
1 E. .. .. do •••. 
2 E. . ... do .. .. 
............ do .. .. 
2 E. .. .. do .... ) 
3 E. .. .. do •• "l 
4 E. . ... do •••. 
5 E. . ... do .... 
6 E. . ... do •••• j 
7 E .•••• do •••. 
8 E. . ... do .••. 
5 W ..... do .... 1 
8 W .•••• do ••• . 
9 W ..... do •••. 
10 W ..... do •••• 
11 W. do .... ~ 
12 W ..... do .... I 
13 W .•••. do •••. 
14 W ..... do •••• 
15 W ..••• do .... ! 
32 W ..•.. do •••• 





















Transcripts for preser 
vation at the seat o f 
the general govern 
ment. 
Records for preserva 








NoTE.-ln addition to the above, four books of "Extracts from Field-notes," showing the 
character, dip, and bearing of rocks and ores in the iron region and the district east of Chocolate 
River upper peninsul~, t?gether with a copy of William A. Burt's report on the topography and 
geology of the latter distnct, have been copied and furnished Messrs. Foster and Whitney. 
SuRVEYOR GENERAL's 0Fncn, 
Detroit, X<I'Vember 5, 1849. 
LUCIUS LYON, 
SuTveyor General. 
Doc. No. 5. 295 
F. 
List of township plats ~·ecorded since the date of the last annual report. 
Townships-north. 
1, 2, 3, 4, 7, 8, 9, and 10 ....••.••... , , ....•.•.•.•••.... 
2 and a .. ......••..........•........•...•...•...•.•.• 
11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, l!l, and 20 .......... ,, .••• 
11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, and 20 ........... , .. .. 
11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 11, 18, 19, and 20 .............. .. 
14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, and 20 ............... , ......... . 
15, 16, 17, 18, 19, and 20 ............................ . 
12, 13, 14 ...••.•••••••..••••••.•••••••.•••••.••••••• 
12, 13, 14, and 15 ...••.•••• , , , •• , •• , •• , , • , .• , •••• , .••• 
12, 13, 14, and 15 ................. ,,,,.,,,.,,, •• ,, •• , . 


















. ... do.......... 2 
.... do.......... 10 
.... do.......... 10 
.... do.......... 10 
. ... do,,........ 7 
.... do.......... 6 
. ... do.......... 3 
. ••. do.......... 4 
. ... do.......... • 
Total number of plats ..•••••••• , , , ••••••••••••••.•••• , •••••••••• , , • , , • • • . 64 
SvavEY~R GENERAL's OFFicE, 
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G. 
List of descriptive notes made since the date of the last annual report . 
Townships-north. Ranges-
west. 





39 and 40 ....•.•••..••••••...••• 
38,39,40, 4~ 45, 4~ 47,and 48 ... 
36,37, 38, 39,40, 44,45,46,47,&48 
36, 37, 38, 39, 40, 44, 45, 46, & 47 .. 
38, 39, and 40 ................... . 
38, 39, and 40 . ....••••••••••••••• 
37, 383, 39, and 40. ·, ••••••.•.••••. 
46 and 47 .. , .••••••••••••••.•. , •. 
46, 47 , and 49 ....•••. , .•..••••••• 
46, 47, 48, 49, 50, 51, and 58 ....... 
51, 52, 58, and 59 .•. , .••.••••..••. 
51, 52, 58, and 59 •••••..•••.•.••. 
58 and 59 ••..••••••••••••••••••. 
57, 58, and 59 •.••••••••.•••.••.•. 
57 and 58 .••••••.•••.•••••••••• 
57 and 58 ...•.•••••••••••••••••• 
51, 52, and 53 ..•••••.•••••••••••. 
51, 52, and 53 •.•••••••••••.•••••. 
51, 52, and 53 . . .••••••••••.••••.. 
SuRVEYOR GENERAL's OFFICE, . 






















Lake Superior, Mich. 2 
• ....... do.......... 4 
.. ...... do.......... 16 
........ do.......... 20 
........ do... • .. • • . 18 
. • • • . • . • do ••••.•••.• · 6 
.••••••• do,......... 6 
........ do.......... 8 
. • . •• •• . do.......... 2 
. ....... do.......... 3 
........ do.......... 7 
.• • •. • •. do...... • • . 4 
• • • •• • • • do.......... 4 
........ do.......... 4 
. • . •• • •• do.......... 6 
. . • . • • • • do.......... 4 
• • • •. • . . do.......... 4 
. • • •• • . . do.......... 3 
........ do.......... 3 
• • • • . . • . do.......... 3 
127 
2 copies. 




















S ut·veyor General. 
Doc. No. 5. 297 
H. 
Statement of miscellaneous ciffice-work in Indiana, Ohio, and Michigan 













Description of work. Character of labor performed . 
Records of field-notes in Indiana ............. ,. ••• Indexed and prepared for binding. 
Records offield~notes in Michigan .......... , .................... do ............. , 
Transcripts of field-notes in Indiana ••••••••• , ••••..•• , ••••••••.. do ..•••••••••••• 
Transcripts of field~notes in Ohio .•.••••••• , •• . •••..••.•••••••.. do .•••••••••••• , 
Records of township plats in Indiana ..••••••••••.•...•••••..• . .. do ............. .. 
6~ Records of. township plats in Indiana, embracing all Compared with the origir-~al plats, 
the public surveys in the State, exceut those con- and all necessary corrections 





line between ranges 5 and 6 east, designated on 
index map of Indiana No.2 by the green shade. 
Records of field-notes in Indiana, embracing all the Compared with the original field-
public surveys designated on index map of In- notes, and all necessary correc-
diana, No. 1, by the green shade, includiNg all tions made. 
south of the base line, and townships 1 to 20 north, 
ranges I to 7 east, inclusive, and all south and east 
of the northerly liue of the Grouseland purchase, 
and the westerly line of the H-Mile purchase, east 
of range 7 east. 
Letters received at surveyor general's office from 
March 30, 1797, to January 1, 1849. 
Letters sent from surveyor general's office previous 
to the year 1814. 
Contracts with deputy surveyors from May !J, 1797, 
to February 26, 1849. 
Letters received •••••••••••••••• , , , •• , , •.•• , •••• 
Arranged in 9rder of date for bind-
ing. 
Arranged in order of date for bind, 
ir:~g. 
Ananged in order of date for bind-
in~, and indexed. 
Indexed, with abstract of contents. 
N OTE.-All the work embraced in the above statement is bound. 
SuRYEYOR GENERAL's OFFICE, 
Detroit, .N'oveniber 5, 1849. • LUCIUS LYON, 
SurveJJor General. 
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I. 
List of township plats sent to registers of district f!Jfices, embracing all that 
were on hand at the date of the last annu ·1i report, and not including 
those enumerated in statements C and D. 
Townships-north. Range. No. of 
plats. 
'Vhere sent. When 
sent. 
------- ---------- 1849.-
15, 17, and 18........... •• • • . 6 W. 3 Register at Ionia, Michigan ..•• Aug. 7. 
16,17,and18 . ............... 7W. 3 .... do ................ do.... do. 
16, 17, and 18....... •• • .. . • .. 8 TvV. 3 .•.. do ................ do.... do. 
21 and 22 .................... 11 W. 2 .••• do ....• , .......... do.... do. 
21 and 22 .................... 12 W. 2 ..•. do ................ do.... do. 
37 and 38.. .. .. • .. • • • • •• • .. .. 19 W. 2 Reg'r at Sault Ste. Marie, Mich. Apr. 7. 
~9and4U ......•..••..•••••.. 21W. 2 .... do .•••.•.•.•••.... do .... do. 
38, 39, and 40 ................ 2Q W. 3 .... do .. , ... , ......... do.... do. 
64 and 65 .................... 37 W. 2 .. , .do .• , ............ do,,.. do. 
63 and 64 .................... 3el W. 2 •••• do •• , .. ,,., .... ,, .do.... do. 
63 and 64 ..•••••..••• , •• • • • • 39 W. 2 • , •• do .••.• , •••••• ,,, .do.,.. do. 
Total plats •••••••••••...•.•••••• 26 
Also, diagrams of 68 islands in 
Indiana, within the limits of 
the following townships, viz: 
28 ••••...••••••••••••••••••. 
28 and 27 .•.•••••••••••....•. 
27 ......................... . 
30 •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
12 and 13 ..••••.••• ,,,.,,,.,. 
4 and 7 .••...••••••••.•.•••.• 
7 .••••••••••••....•• ''' ••••. 
4 .••••••.•••.••.•••••••••••. 
12 ..•••..•••.••.••.•.••.•••• 





24 ..•••• . ...•..•...•••••.•.. 
17 and 21 .•.•••••.•••••..••. . 
17, 18, 19, and 20 ............ . 
3l. ......................... ' 
27 .•••...•••.•.•••••.•.••••. 
28. ·••·•••·· .•••••••••••.••. 
27 ...•..•....•...•.••.•...•• 
26 , 29, and 30 .•••.•••.•..•••• 
30 .....•.•••..•••.••••••.•.. 
25, 27, and 28 ................ . 
' No. of islands. 
9 E. I 
10 E. 1.. 
11 K r 
12& 13 E. J 

























Total islands.......... . . • • • • • . . • . 68 
Reg'r at Fort Wayne, Indiana. Feb. 20. 
Reg'r at Vmcennes, Indiana .•. do. 
Reg'r at Jeffersonville, Indiana. do. 
Reg'r at Indianapolis, Ind ..••. do. 
Reg'r at ~rawfordsville, Ind ... do. 
Reg'r at Winnamac, Indiana .. do. 
NoTE.-The islands embraced in the ahove statement include the 29 mentioned in statement 
C, and the 39 mentioned in statement C of last year'.:~ report. 
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I Plats sent to Gen-I eral Land Office. 
I 
I Plats sent to re-
I 
gisters• offices. 





I ·I Plats sent to dep-' I uty surveyo". 
I Diagrams of isl- ' 
ands sent to , 
I 
G eneral Land 
Office. 
I Diagrams of is!-
ands sent to I registers' offices. 
I Total plats. 
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20 ••••••••.•••• ••••••••••· 
20 ....................... . 
21 ••••••.•••••••.•••••••.. 





1-' , l!::l, and 20 .............. . 
18 ••••...•.•••.•...••••••. 
16, 17, and 18 .............. . 
15, 16, 17, 18, & 19-24 & 23 .. 
16, 17, 18, and 19-21, 22, 23, 
24. and 25, ••••.......... 
18, 19, 21, & 22-23, 24, & 25. 
18, 19, 20, 21, 22, and 23-24, 
and 25 ....•.......•..•••. 
20,22,23,24,25,and 26 .••• 
22, 23, 24, 25, and 26 ....... . 
26 .•.•..•......•••.•••.••. 
16, 17, and 18 ............. .. 
17 ....................... . 
18 ...•.•.•••.•••••••••••.. 
21 and 22 .••••••••••••••••• 
21 and 22 .•.••• , ••.•••.•... 
17 ....................... . 
15 ••••••••••••....•••••••. 
16 ... .....•••..•........ Ill 
21 .•••.•••.•••••••..•••••• 
16 .••••• ''· .••••.•••••••••• 
Range. Land distnct.. Plats and ac- Plats sent to 




2 and 3 E .... Saginaw •••••. June 20, 1846 June 5, 1849 
2, 3, and 4 E ..... do .............. do ............ do .••••• 
5 and 6 E ........ do ........ June 26, 1846 ...... do .... .. 
1, 2, 3,and 4 E ..... do .... , ... July 28, 1846 ...... do .... .. 
1, 2, 3,and4 E ..••. do ••••••••...... do .•••....•••• do .... .. 
1, 2, and 3 E ...... do ........ Aug. 15, 1846 ...... do ..... . 
1, 2, and 3 E ...... do., ............ do ............ do .... .. 
4 E ..•.........•. do ...• , •••••••.• do .•••...••.•• do •••••• 
5, 6, and 7 E ...... do,., ........... do ............ do .... .. 
1 E .............. do ..•••••..••••• do ............ do .... .. 
2 E .............. do.,, ........... do ............ do ..... . 
3 E .............. do., ... , ........ do ............ do .... .. 
4 E .............. do ........ June5, 1844,& JuneS, 1844,& 
Feb. 26, 1845. Feb. 26, 1845. 
5 E ...•••••. . .••. do .•••••...•••.• do •••••..••••. do .••••• 
6 E .............. do .............. do ............ do •••••• 
7 E .......... .... do .............. do ............ do .••••• 
8 E .............. do ........ June 5, 1844 June 5, 1844 
9 E .....•••....•. do .••• ,,, ...••.. do .•••.....••• do •••••• 
10 E .••••.. " .... do .............. do ............ do .... .. 
8 W ......... Grand River .. Feb. 24, 1848 Aug. 7, 1849 
7 W ............... do ............ do ..... . ...... do .••••• 
6 and 7 W ......... do ...... Aug. 14, 1848 ...... do ..... . 
11 W .••••••..•••.. do •••••. Nov. 2, 1848 ....•• do •••••• 
12 W .............. do ............ do..... .. .... do .... .. 
6 W.,, ... , .·, .• , , , ,do .••••. Mar. 24, 1848 ...... do .... .. 
6 W .. , ... , ........ do ...... Nov. 30, 1847 ...... do .... .. 
6 W, ............. ,do .••••. Oct. 18, 1847 ...... do .... .. 
9 and 10 W ........ do..... Jan. 6, 1849 ...... do ..... . 
7 W ............... do ...... Oct. 18, 1847 ...... do .... .. 
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DESCRIPTION OF CONTRACTS 
UNDER WHICH 
TOWNSHIPS HAVE BEEN SUBDIVIDED 
IN 
Micltigan, north of Grand and Saginaw 'rivers. 





Description of contracts under which townships have 
~ .~ Name of deputy. Residence of deputy. Names of sureties. Residence of 
0-o 


































Orange Risdon •.•••..•••••• , • • • • • • • • • . No sureties; no bond ............. , ••••• , 
Robin&on Thon1as . •••••••• , •••••••••••.•.•..•• do ...•.•••...•. , ••.••• , • , , . , , .. 
Joel Wright .••.••••.•••••••.•••••••••..•••••. do •••••••••...•.••••••• , , •••••• 
Harvey Parke •••••• , •• , • • • • • • • • . • • • . . • ••••••. do. • • • • • • • • . • .••••••.•• , , ....•.. 
Chas. W. Christmas ........................... do ........................... .. 
Noah Brookfield •••• Niles, Berrien co., Jos. N. Chipman and Niles, Berrien 
Michigan. Jasper Mason. M ichigan. 
Chas. W. Cathcart •• Laporte co., Ind ... John M. Lemon and Laporte county, Ind .. 
George W. Allen. 
Raselas Whitcomb •. Indiana ............ Austin W. Morris ... Indiana ...... , ... .. 
John Mullett .•••••• 9etroit, Michigan .. Mason Palmer and Detroit, Michigan .. . 
John Palmer. 
John Milroy ........ Indiana ........... G. Lucky and Sam'l Cincinnati, Ohio .. .. 
McCormick. 
Henry Nicholson ••. North-ville, Wayne John Mullett, .•.•••• Detroit, Michigan .• 
county, Mich. And "\<Vm. A. Burt. .. Mt. Vernon, Mich. 
John P. Allard . • ,.,. Allegan co., Mich .. John MullettandJas. Detroit, Michigan ... 
H. Mullett . 
John Mullett .• ,.,., Detroit, Michigan .. James Videto ...•.. Jackson co., Mich ... 
A. E. Van Ness .. , •. Logansport, Ind .• , Ashford Carter, H. Cass county, Ind •• ,, 
Chase, and P. Pol-
lard. 
James H. Mullett.,. Detroit, ~ichigan .. Jno. Mullett and Jno. Allegan county, 
P. Allard. 
Isaac N. Higbee.,,. Michigan ...... , .. James W. Tabor .... Clinton county, Mich. 
And Geo. A. Robinson Grand Rapids, Mich. 
Sylvester Sibley.,,, ••• , .do •••••••••• ,. James Videto •.•••.. Jackson co., Mich.,. 
And Jas. H. Mullett. Detroit, Mich. 
John Hodgson,., .. , .••• do ............ James Videto .• · ..... Jackson co., Mich .•. 
Raselas Whitcomb • . Indiana ..••••••••• 
James H. Mullett .•• Detroit, Michigan .. 
John Hodgson. • • • • • Michigan . , ••••••• 
Sylvester Sibley .•.•• 
John P. Allard ...... 
N. Brookfield .•••••• Niles, Michigan.,, 
Henry Nicholson .. , • Northville, Mich ... 
Alvin & Austin Burt. Macomb co., Mich. 
John P. Allard .••••. Michigan .•••••••• 
Sylvester Sibley and 
Willard Barrows • • • • Iowa .••••••••••••• . 
And John Hodgson.. Michigan. 
Jno. MullettandJno ..••• do •• , .......... . 
P. Allard. 
Sylvester Sibley and .... do ............ .. 
John P. Allard. 
John Hodgson and Michigan , ....... . 
John P. Allard. 
Sylvester Sibley and ••••••• , . , , •• , • , , , •. 
John Hodgson. 
Raselas Whit~omb .•• 
And Willard Barro 
D. H. Rowland and 
J. Cram. 
William A. Burt and 
John S. Axford. 
Sylvester Sibley and 
John Hodgson. 







John P. Allard ••••••.••. do ............. . 
John Hodgson. 
Jas. H. Mullett and 
Henry Breevort,jr. 
Detroit, Michigan . . John Mullett •• , .•••• Detroit, Michigan .•. 
John Brink ........ . Michigan . • , •••••. 
Lewis Clason .••• , • • Ohio .•••• , , •••••• 
James T. Higbee, • , , Ohio •••• , , • , •••• , 
John Mullett and J. 
H. Mullett. 
Samuel Fosdick and 
Geo. P. Torrence. 
Chas. Higbee, jr.,.,. 
. ••. do .•••••••••• ,,, 
Ohio •••••••••••••• 
Ohio .•••• , ••••••••• 
Doc. No. 5. 303 
M. 
in that portion of Michigan lying north of Grand and Saginaw rive1 s . 
~ . ..... ~ ~~ 8 <1)'0 0 p..S:: 
..... ~ 0 i;S 0 1-o • 
Date of contract. 
..... ..0 <1)'0 ~ ........ 0 
Remarks. 0 s:: ...., s:: s::;:....,'d"d C) 0 ;:·;. E..o §§~~ 
E.=: o:s So ·- m ~ ~.t.:> . SP-1 <jO:S 0 -------------------------------------
Nov. 30, 1830 ............ ... .......... $2,029 25 
Dec. 1, 1830 . . . . . .. . . . . . .............. 1,587 68 
•••••• do •••••. ............ .............. 1,780 38 
Dec. 2, 1830 ············ .............. 1,692 45 Dec. 16, 1830 ............ .............. 1,909 22 
Oct. 31, 18~6 $3,000 00 Not known .•• 1,915 79 
Mar. 1, 1837 3,000 00 .••• do ••.•••. . *1,350 00 *Part payment; the account for the 
balance is not in this office. 
June 22, 1837 3,300 00 .... do ........ 1, 710 20 
Jan. 4, 1837 3,500 00 Good ..••••••. 2,764 80 
July 7, 1837 3,300 00 Not known .•• 830 13 
July 28, 1837 3, 300 00 Good ..••.••• 1,697 22 
• • • • • . do •••••. 3,300 00 Insufficient ..•. 1,696 37 J. P. Allard said to have died 
3.,800 00 
about the year 1847. 
•••••• do ...... •••• flo •••••••. 1,817 20 
July 22, 1837 3,300 00 Not known ... 1,804 06 
July 28, 1837 3,500 00 Insufficient ..•• 2,091 97 
Jan. 30, 1838 3,300 00 Good .••.••••• 1,894 58 Mr. Higbee said to have gone to 
California. 
•••••• do .••••. 3,300 00 Insufficient ..•. 1,703 62 Mr. Sibley now resides in Sut-
ton, Massachusetts. 
...... do •••••. 3,300 00 . ••. do ........ 1,825 59 Mr. Hodgson now resides fift€el\ 
miles west of Milwaukie. 
July 11, 1838 1,650 00 Not known .•• 842 7el 
July 16, 1838 2,000 00 Insufficient ..•• 1,078 17 
•••••. do •••••. 3,500 00 .••• do ..... .. 1,913 21 
•••••. do ...... 3,500 00 • ••• do .••••.•• 2,209 45 
•••••. do •••••. 3,300 00 . ••• do •••••••• 1,728 48 
July 20, 1838 3,300 00 Not known .•• 1,801 59 
•••••. do ..••.. 3,000 00 Good ......... 1,521 64 
Aug. 25, 1838 3,500 00 Good .•••••••. 1,937 86 Alvin Burt ia dead. 
Jan. 26, 1839 4,400 00 Insufficient ..•. 2,143 17 
••••.. do •••••. 12,000 00 . ••• do .••••••• 4,960 18 
Feb. 18, 1839 6,000 00 . ••• do .•••••.• 3,266 83 
•• ••• • do •••••. 3,500 00 ..•. do ••••.•.• 2,216 34 Mr. Brink now resides in Illinois. 
Mar. 20, 1839 5,000 00 Not known .•• . 2,810 94 
Mar. 22, 1839 3,600 00 •••• do •••••••• 399 88 
304 
0• -c s 
Doc. No. 5. 
-~ e 
: .~ Name of deputy. Residence of deputy Names of sureties. Residence of 
0~ 
































William R. Coon •.•. Ohio .•••••••••••• 
John Brink ......... Michigan .•••••••. 
Noah Brookfield ..••. .••• do ••.••••••••. 
John Brink ......... • • • • do .•••••••••.. 
Henry Brevoort, jr., 
and J. H. Mullett. 
Detroit, Michigan .. 
Thomas Pattison .•.• Ohio .•• , ••••••••• 
Sylvester Sibley .••.. Michigan .......... 
Sylvester Sibley .• , •. • • • . do ••.••••••••. 
Charles W. Cathcart. Indiana .• , ••••••.. 
John Mullett ..•••••. Detroit, Michigan .. 
John Hodgson. , •••• Michigan., ••••••. 
James H. Mullett. •• Detroit, Michigan .. 
Henry Brevoort, jr •. • • • • do .••••••••••• 
John Hodgson .••••• Michigan .•• , •• , •. 
Lucius Lyon .. , ••••• Detroit, Mich., •.. 
John Mullett .••••••• . • • • • • de~ ......... 
John Burt.,, ....... Oakland co., Mich. 
John Mullett ........ Detroit, Mich.; ••. 
James H. Mullet ........... do •••• , 1, ••• 
Henry Brevoort,jr •••••••• do., .... , ••. 
Sylvester W. Higgins •••••• do •••••••••. 
Sargent Courier and 
Alvin Hollister. 
Cleveland, Ohio .•.. 
James T. Higbee .••• Cincinnati, Ohio .••. 
Wm. B. Beeson and Nile11, Michigan .•• , 
Benj. Y. Collins. 
John Mullett and B. Detroit, Michigan ... 
F. Hall. 
John Mullett and J . Wayne co., Michi· 
Hodgson. gan. 
Geo. P. Torrence and Cincinnati, Ohio .... 
James Foster. 
John Hodgson ••••• 
John Mullett and J. 
Michigan ........... 
Detroit, Michigan . .. 
H. Mullett. 
H. N. Cathcart and Laporte co., Indiana. 
J. M. Lemon, jr. 
Sylvester Sibley and Michigan .. , ••••••• 
J. H. Mullett. 
Jas. H. Mullett and ..•• do ••••.•••••••• 
Sylvester Sibley. 
John Mullett & Syl- . ... do .........••.. 
vester Sibley. 
Jas. H. Mullett and . .•. do •••.•••••••••. 
Sylvester Sibley. 
Sylvester Sibley .• , • . ••• do •••••••••••••. 
No sureties; no bond. ··················· 
...• do •••••.•• do ••• ···················· Wm. A. Burt and Macomb co., Mich .• , 
Hiram Calkins. 
Douglass Houghton Detroit, Mich. , • , , , . 
and John Owen. 
John Mullett and G .•••••• do ••• , •••• ,.,. 
F. Rood. 
Arthur Edwarda and •••••• do •••••••••••. 
Gilbert F. Rood. . 
Henry Ledyard..... • •••• do ••••• ,, ••• , 
Douglass Hough ton .•••••• do. • • • • • • • • • • , ••••• , , • , ••••• , , , . . •••••• , •• , , • , , • , ••. 
Wm. A. Burt. •••••• Macomb co., Mich .•••• , •• , •••••••• , •...••••••• , • , ........ . 
S. Vv. Higgins, ·Hi- Detroit, Mich .•••. H. N. Walker and Detroit, Mich .•••••. 
ram Higgins, and Samuel 'F. Douglass. 
Bela Hubbard. 
A. Merryweather .... Waterford, Mich .• 
Bela Hubbard and Detroit, Mich ..... 
Wm. lves. 
Wilham lves .••••• 1 •••••• do •••••••••• 
Orange Risdon. • • • • • Saline, Mich •••••. 
S. W. Higgins ...... Detroit, Mich ..... 
A. Merryweather .... Waterford, Mich •• 
·,,. 
J. A. Weeks a.nd M. 
L. Drake. 
Sam 'l T. Douglass & 
Henry N. Walker. 
Albert Ives and Bela 
Hubbard. 
John Almy .•..••••. 
And J. N. Risdon . ... 
John Mullett and A. 
E. Hathan. 
Morgan L. Drake & 
James A. Weeks. 
Pontiac, Mich •• , •••• 
Detroit, Mich .• , •• , . 
•••••• do •••••••••••• 
••• • • do ...•••••••.. 
Saline, Mich. 
Detroit, Mich ...... 
Pontiac, Mich .•••• 1 
ubdivisioTIS 
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ftF.}'f.ffE.NCE TO LETTERS O SKETCH . 
rl This hne w:is run hy J. H. Mullett & W BrevoorU~ 
d,, a li C Th~s" In rs were rim by J P.Allard, Jru1~ 2Gtl. 18J9, 
w/4 >1,.,7 ,,__ ~ / ~ 
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.. / TO RECORDED FIELD NOTES. 
~\ 
~ lffl ~iA[ruAo 
~ -
,·J'.he figaru tluu, ~...e,.J in...f.lu .. 7bw.JWlui1J , 
dm,otellze- volum.e-m..wkchtu-Fie/d..;-wl.e.f' a.re. 
lo be /ound, eiZher H. & ff. or ,f. &.i.trJ tk CdJ'emo!I oe . ' - . 
Note. The Shading represents the volumes which have been 
compared; referred 'l:o in Stalement H . 
7 7 7 
7_ 7 7 
7 7 7 
7 7 7 7 
7 7 7 7 
7 7 7 7 
7 7 7 7 
8 













8 J J 
8 J J 
cf 8 cf 
,j 8 8 
J' 8 8 
J 8 8 
J 8 8 






' 7: ___ J 
8 J 8 J 8 J . 
8 s J J 8 8 
8 8 8 8 8 8 
8 s 8 8 8 8 i 
8 s 8 9· 8 8 
J 8 8 J 8 8 
8 s 8 8 8 
7 7 7 
{ R .} 
l'he.fwure.r tlu.u _ 1. 2 . .1, 1Pi:lhin, Town.r duzoa.- ~ .ramw er ef 
the, Vrilume-, wl1.ere, tlu Z'oWTWlup pl.at is to be .found. 
~ Note. _ The shading represents the Volumes whi.cJ1 lLa.v been 
compared; referred to in. Statement H. 





Tt1c .N o.rthern Penin5ula. or 
MW CIIIAN 
slwwinli, Ou· severa l rlistr·i cts surveyed and by 
whom, ;wd on ,vllirh Gecilo®cal ancl Topoirapl1tra1 
RE.PORTS lwvr been ·m11dc, and nlurned to the. 
S11r. lirnl. of µulJlic L,rnils -N.W of the 01110 . A_ 
Note . 1'n ..,,,.,.1,,,, nu,rlurl. wit/, S m·, ,,ihili,iwd.. ($;,h/ 
LithbyEWcber k CUl<ilto ~ 
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Continued. 
I .._ 
~ ~6 ~ >::: • 0 Q)'ti 
p.C .._ e otfi 0 ..... . 
Date of contract. 
"-..0 a:>'"d o ........ o Remarks. 0 c - c 'i:l=-o'"d t) 0 
_F·;:, ~..0 ~c~c 
o:l 0 0.~ o:S E..::: ..c: S 0 E...:I <c;l 0 ~C) -------------- -----
May 21, 1839 $4,600 00 Not known .•. $2,002 31 
Nov. 4, 1839 3,000 00 Insufficient. .... J, 507 93 
Nov. 30, 1839 4,300 00 Not known .•. 2,396 83 
Dec. 13, 1839 4,800 00 Insufficient ..... 1,955 4fi 
I 
••• •• . do .•.••. 9,600 00 .••• do •••••••• 4,042 78 
Feb. 25, 1840 4,620 00 Not 'known .•. 2,207 15 
Aug. 11, 1840 660 00 Insufficient ..... 330 uo 
••••.. do •••.•. 3,850 00 .••. do ••••.••. 2,180 74 
...... do ...... - 3,630 00 Not known .• , 2,041 29 
•••••. do •••••• 3,850 00 Insufficient ..... 2,023 14 
•••••• do .••••. 3,850 00 .•.• do .••••••• 2,119 29 
•• • • .. do .••• ,. 3,850 00 • ••• do ........ 1,999 83 
•• • •• • do •••••. 3,500 00 .••• do •• •'• •• , • 1,842 29 
...... do...... 2, 400 00 .... do........ 1, 202 9!) 
May 5, 1827, .•••..••••••.••••••••••••••• , •••••• , , • Bois B!anc ililb.nd. 
(instructions.) 
June 23, 1828 .. .. • • • • .. .. . .. • . .. • .. .. • . .. • • • .. .. • .. Mackinaw island. 
Feb. 26, 1845 8, 000 00 Good......... 1, 230 03 Contract for township lines; sub-
April 2, 1845 6,500 00 
•••••• do •••••• 5,220 00 
•••••• do •••••• 3,800 00 
July 19, 1845 6,400 00 
June 25, 1844, 40,000 00 
( instrur.tions.) 
Under Hough- ............ 
ton's contract 
April 23, 1846 9,500 00 
July 10, 1846 3,600 00 
Sept. 7, 1846 6,500 00 
April 23, 1847 6,800 00 
April 29, 1847 900 00 
May 5, 18471 3,900 00 
Bond, Jan. 7, I 1,600 00 
1848. 
Part ii-20 
.• do .......... 
•• do ••••••.••• 
.. do .......... 




.. do .••••••••• 
.• do •••••••••. 
.. do, .••••••.. 
.. do .......... 
.. do .•.••••••. 
•• do .......... 
5, 626 50 
3,660 90 
2, 677 91 
3,278 44 









divisions made under same eon-
tract • 
Contract made with commissioner. 











Name of deputy. Residence of deputy. Names of sureties. 
1------------------11------~-· ----- --------------- ---------
A. Merryweather ..•. Waterford, Mich .• 
Jehn Mullett ........ Detroit, Mich .... . 
Austin Burt ......... Macomb co., Mich. 
William Burt. •••••••••••• do •••••••••. 
Harvey Mellen ..••.. Ray, Macomb co., 
Michigan. 
S. W. Higgim •••••• Detroit, Mich .•••. 
James H. Mullett .•.•••••• do •••••••••• 
William lves •.•••••••••••• do •••••••••• 
John Burt .......... Macomb co., Mich. 
Wells Burt ••••••••••••••• do •••••••••• 
James Carhartt, Alex. 
Graham, and James 
L. Rich. 
James H. Mullett & Detroit, Mieh ....... 
B. B. Kercheval. 
Hiram Calkins, W m. 
Burt, A. S. Hadden, 
and Alvin Baldwin .. Oaldand co., Mich. 
Benjamin McGregor, Macomb co., Mich .. , 
Austin Burt, Hiram 
Calkins, and Wm. 
A. Burt. 
Hiram Taylor, Nor- •••••• do .......... .. 
man Perry, John 
Proctor, and John 
Briggs. 
L. L. Farnsworth, & Detroit, Mich ....... 
J. L. Wright. 
John Mullett & Ezra •••••• do ••••••• , .... 
Rood. ~ 
Albert lves and Bela •••••• do ........... .. 
Hubbard. 
Wells Burt, '\Vilham Macomb co., Mich ... 
Snell, & Zenaa Col-
man .............. Oakland co ., Mich. 
Levi W. Cole, John •••••• do .......... .. 
Bur~ & John Allen Macomb co., Mich. 
NoT&.-The originnl contractlil for the subdivision of the districts marked A, B, C, D, E,F, 
and Ge ou .diq_gram_, (now resqr'f6r:ed,) are not o~ file in this .offi~e. They were ~e~t from 1bil 
office, at Cmcmnat1, to Grro!'g§: C. Bates, iS€J.., Umted States d1stnct attorney of Michigan, an the 
23d May, 1843, and by him sent, a3 he iltaU:s> to the SolicitM of the Treailury at Washingtoa. 
Doc. N6 5. 807 
'1inued. 
c . '- I ' • 
Q)~ 
0 g ~\:!) ~ 
o.§ 
.... "0 'O~StE '- ..c Q)~ .,_., 0 Remarks. Date of contract. 0 -s:: §~]] ...,s:: c:.l 0 s::·- ~..c ... >. 0$ 0 ;::l,::: (1j 
s~ ..s:: ~ 8 St-l 
~~ 0 
"~·~--"'------ --------~~ ~--- ---~· -___. 
Feb. 23, 184B $5,000 00 Good ..•.••.•• $3,008 25 
·April 22, 18~8 4,800 00 .. do •••••••••. 2,155 85 
Bond, Dec. 9, 5,40(} 00 •• do ..... "••••• 2,651 29 
1848. 
·Dec. 9, 1848 4,800 00 ..do •••••••••• 2, 391 98 
·Dec. 13, 1848 5,300 00 , .do-.,' "''., ••• 2,689 29 
1Dec. 29, 1848 . 3, 406 00 . .do •••••••.•• 1,222 96 
-Dec. 20, 1848 830 GO •• do •••••••••• 415 13 
J an. 15, 1849 2,600 00 ..do ......... 1,328 62 
Feb. 23, 1849 . 6,000 OQ .. do ••••••.••. 2,858 47 
:Feb. 26, 1849 6,500 00 •• do ••••• ·•.••• 3,083 ·75 
SuRVE'YG R GENERAL's OFFICE, Detroit, -November 5, 1849. 
LUCIUS LYON, Sitrveyw GeMr-al. 
, 
N. 
Description of townshi;rs ~£n Michigan, in ~Dhich e:rantiuations C?f original surveys have been made during the year 1649, by 








• s:: zc 





2 1 Robinl'!on Thomas .•• ·\13 N .....••••.•• ~· . 1 E. 
31 joel Wr~ght .......... 16 N ..•••••...••••. 2W. 
Hi J. N. H1gbee ...•.•••. IBN ............... 4W. 
28 I Sylvestr,r SiLley and ~7 and 28 N ........ 8W. 
John Hodgson. 
5 I C. vV. Christmas ... .. I 13, 14, 15, 16, and 17 ~ 1 W. 
N, 
13 N ............... ~ W. 
Charaetet· of surveys. 
-
Lines well run and marlfed ; corners correctly established, and surveys flO well executed in 
every respect, that further examination in the dist1ict surveyed by Mr. Thomas was deemed 
unnecessary. 
The lines closing out to the north boundary were found to be so well run and marked, that 
further examination of Mr. vVright's work was deemed ullneces8ary. · 
Six miles of section lines, including the sonth boundar es of sections 3~ and 35, were examined 
in the southeast portion of this township, and, as tbe work was found to h:.tve been care-
fully done, and the random lines corrected according to instructions, it was believed to be 
unnecessary to carry the ex(lmination of Mr. Higbee's survey any further. 
Six miles of section Jines in different places, between the southeast at1'l northwest corners of 
township 27, and two miles in the southwest corner of township 28, were examined, and 
found toleraLly well run, but in some cases poorly marked No -marked lines could he 
found running either south or east from the corner of sections 5 . 6, 7, and 8 in township 27 ; 
Rnd it is not improbable that in this and other places in the district, lines reported in the 
field-notes al'! having been surveyed have never been surveyed at all. But it is hoped such 
cases are so few, that the vacant lines and corners may be establishrd by the county sur-
veyor, without a resurvey of any portion of the district by the United s~ates. Want of time 
prevented further examinatiotJs, which must be made bef.>re this point can be fully decided. 
Townships 16 and 17 appear to have been tolerably well surveyed, tnnugh gross errors and 
omi.:;sions are found in the descriptions of swamps, streams, &c. The lines in the other 
follr townships (where any can be found) are very poo;ly marked, generally only on one 
side of the trees, and the random lines were evidently not corrected accordin!; to instruc· 
tions. In many places no Jines or corners could be tJUnd, especially i11 townshirs 14 und 
l5 north ; and in other plares, the corners that were found were so poorly marlred, that it 
was impossib'e to identify them. Both lines and comers are, generally, so fat· ou~ of place. 
that no use can bP. made o_f thf'm in a corr£-ct survey; alld if the wm·k in th!'~'';.'!','i~';.f.:.;;'~ 


















Henry Nicholson ..... J 17 N ............... 12 W. 
16 and 17 N... . . . . 3 W. 
17N ............... 4W. 
Henry Nicholson ..... J 18, 19, and 20 N . .•.. 11 W. 
18, 19, and 20 N ..•. 2 W. 
18, 19, and 20 N .... 3 ·W. 
Noah Brookfield: •••• 
John Brink ........ • • 
Henry Breevort, jr., 
find James H. Mul-
lett. 
John P. Allard .•••••. 
21 N;. : ....••••••.. 1 W. 
2land22N ........ 2W. 
2l and 22 N ........ 3 W. 
22N .•••.. ••••••••. 4 W. 
22N ..•.. ••········ 5 W. 
23 N ..••.••••••.•.. 2W. 
23 and 24 N . , • • • • • . 3 W. 
23 and 24 N.... .. .. 4 W • 
23 N ..•••....•.••.. 5 W. 
26N ..•••••.•...••. 1 W. 
25 26, and 27 N .••• . 2 W. 
~5 and 26 N.. . • .. .. 3 W. 
25 and 2G N........ 4 W. 
25 and 26 N. • • • • • • • 6 W. 
25 and 26 N.... .. .. 7 W. 
2nN .••......•••••• 8W. 
26 N .••..•...•••..•. 9 W. 
25 and 26 N ........ 10 W. 
SuRVEYOR GENERAL's OFFICE, Detroit, Nuver~tbtr 51 1849. 
of the whole district, with the excep•ion oftownships 16 and i7 north, will be expedient, if 
the quality of ~he land therein shduld be deemed good enough to justify the expense that 
would thus be_ mcurred, of which there rrwy reasonably be s .lme doubt; 
In theRe townslups, as far as they were examined, nearly one-half of the lines and quarter 
section corners described in the original field-notes huve never been establisheJ. The 
other half of the lines were tun and IT'arked either C3.St, west, north, or f'outh, as was most 
convenient, for the purpose, apparently, of establishing the section corners. Both lines and 
corners are, therefore, exceedingly irregular and erroneous, as must necessar ily be the case 
when run and established in this manner, without regard to the order prescribed in the gen• 
etal instrtictions. The work in the remainder of this district is probably of the same char-
acter; and if so, an entire resurvey of' the whole district will, it is believed, be the cheapest 
and be~t means of remedying its defec•R . 
This district was contracted for by Mr. Nicholson in 1838, the next year after he had made 
his returns of the one described above, and his work in it is found to be no better, but 
rather worse than it was in tht'lt. Examinations were made in every township; and there 
can be no ltoubt that it is bad throughout. 
In the 7 townships examined in this district, it was found that less than one-third of the lines and 
corners described in the field·notca returned to this office had any exi~tence on the ground, 
The few that could be found were very poorly mukEd, and so erroneous t:1at an entire resur-
vey is neces~ary. To gain a thorough knowledge of the old survey in township 22 north, 
1ange :3 west, that township was resurveyed by Mr . .Burt; from whose fielrl-notes it appearil 
that the aggregate lengths of all the lines that were run therein, by the original contractor, 
does not exc:eed two miles, or about one-thirtieth part of the dtstaRce thnt he wes patd for. 
The character of the anginal survey of this district is found te be similar to the survey of Mr. 
Brookfield's, descrihed above; but the lines in this are better marked the.n in that, and the 
propottion of those that have been 1 Un is perhaps somewhat greater here than there . 
The original survey of this di,. trict appears to be TIO better than the survey of the last two. 
Township 26 no1th, range 7 west, has been resurveyed by the examiner, who states that he 
made Jtlige-t search for the lines and corners of the old work, and that he helieves that the 
whole lengths of the lines in the townships that were actually run and marked by the con-
tractors for that work do not exceed fifteen miles The few line:s end eorners that they 
established are, generally, so far out of their proper places as to be worse thar. useless .. . 
As far as examina1ion was made in Mr. Allard's district, a greater proportion of the lines 
appear to have been run in it than in either of the three districts last described; but havmg 
been run irregularly either east, west, north, or sowh, a" was most convenient, without re• 
gard to the order prescribed in the ger;eral ir•structions to deputy surveyors, and having 
been left without correction, all that was done is useless, and worse than useless, because 
the corners made must be cut out and all the work done over anew. This is the cheapest 
and best way of correcting it. 










. ~ ,. 
s. 
Tlte United States in account with Lucius Lyon, Surveym· Gtmeral northwest of the Ohio. 
lh. SI\.LARY ACCOUNT. 
1~9. 
For balance due surveyor general, per ~:~.ccount r~nder~d No- Die. 2!) By treasury draft No. 1654, on tr~as ~ warrant rio. 6513, for. 
vember 24, 154€l ........... . .••••..•... , ••...•••...... $15 74 1.'849. 
For salaries paid aul•veyot· gen'l and clerks, 4th quarter 1848 .. 2,299 01 April 12 Do •••••• , .d<' •••. 2911. ••• do ......... do •••• 8~94 .. do. 
Do ••• , ..•••. dt),., ••••••• do, ••••• 1st quarter 1849. 2,340 48 June 21 Do .•.• ,, •. do •••• 3730 .••• do; ........ do .••. !1738 .. do. 
~ ' Do ........ .,do .......... dq .. , ... 2d quarter 1849. 2,319 77 Sept. 27 ~o •••• ,, •• do •• , .49,3?;. ••• d?· · ... : .. ; dQ ••• , ,312 .. do. 
Do .......... do •••••••. , .do!, •••. pd quarter H34~ .. 2,167 9,8 
A.roount to balance , , , , •• , ••• , ! ••• , ~ ••••••••••••• ! •••••• 151 02 . 
-. -, ----
~.300 00 

















0 t:1 = o~ 
2 ~ 
~P~VJi:YOR G~NER4L's OffiCE, Petro~t, ,JY'.ov~mber 51 l~1~: 





General statement of receipts and disbursements incident to surveying the public lands by the Surveyor General nortltwest 
Du. if the Okio, for the year ending September 30, 1849. CR. 
DISBURSEMENTS. RECEIPTS. 
Oash expended, 4th quarter of 1848 ....................... $122 57 Balance of account for 3d quarter 1848, brought forward ••. $79 88 
Do .•..•. lst quarter of 184 !:.1 ..•..••.•••••.••.•••••• 344 !:.13 1~48. 
Do •• , •.. 2d quarter of 11'349 ..••.•••••••••• , ....... 190 09 Dec. 29 By treasury draft No. 1655, on :reas. warrant No. 6514, fclr. 210 00 
Do •••••. 3d quarter of 1849 .••••••••••••••• , •••••• 129 03 1849. 
May 15 Do .••••••• do ••.. 3297 .••.•••. do .••••••••. 9038. do. 350 00 
June 21-'3 By cash received of sundry persons ••••••.•.•••••••• , . , . 17 00 
Amount to balance. , •••••••• ~ ••••••••• , , , , , , • ~., • , , , •. 129 74 
------- 786 6~ 786 62 
-
Oct.1, 1849. Balance due surveyor general on above account. $129 74 
' -
SuRVBYOR GENERAL's OFFICE, Detroit, .November 5, 1849. 
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Uo 
Estimate of appropriations required for the payment of the salaries of lht 
surveyor general of Ohio, Indiana, and lWichigan, and for cmnpensation 
of tfltj clerks in his office, for the fiscal year ending June 30, 185lo 
For compensation of surveyor geneml, per lOth section of the act of the 18th of 
May, 1796 ....••••.•••.••• . o. o. o ••••••••••••••• • ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
For com ~1ensation of clerks ill hiil office, per 1st section of the act of th'e 9th of 
May, 1836 .•• ••o •• ,, •••••• o• •• •••••• o • •••••••• o ••• •••••••• o• •• ••••••••• 
Estimate of appropriations required for surveying the public lands, and for 
incidental expenses, in the d1strict composed of the States of Ohio, Jn. 
diana, .and lVlichigan,for the year ending June 30, 1851. 
For subdividing into sections 50 townships'in the northern and southern peninsu-
las ofMichi~an, east of range 18 west ............ o• ...................... . 
For resurveying and correcting erroneous and fraudulent surveys in Michigan, at 
a rate not exceeding $6 per mile, (in addition to the unexpended balance of former 
apprepriations for this purpose) ........... o •••••• o •••••• ••••••••••••••••• 
For stationery, binding, printing, and postage .•• , ................. o ........ o o 
For office rent and fuel ....••••• , .•.... , .•....•...•..•••••.••.••.•••.•••• o. 
For expenses of cleaning and taking care of office, making fires, &c .•••.••.••.•• 
SuRVEYOR GENERAL's OFFICE, 
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REPORT OF THE SURVEYOR GENERAL OF ARKANSAS'. 
SuRVEYoR's OFFICE, LITTLE RocK, ARKANS As, 
October 15, 1849. 
SIR: In conformity with the usages of this office, and the requirements 
of your department, I beg leave to submit the following, as my annual 
report: 
The accompanying exhibit marked A, part 1~ contains a list of town-
ships, the returns of which are suspected to have been fabricated, as fully 
stated in the caption thereto appended. 
Notwithstanding there were rumors of fraud and forgery of field notes 
in circulation many years since, the subject was never, perhaps, brought 
to the notice of the earlier surveyors general, upon such reliable evidence 
as would authorize them to take any action in relation thereto; nor was 
it until these rumors had become well established truths, that the late 
surveyor general felt himself authorized to resurvey or correct this de-
scription of work. Seventeen of these townships were resurveyed, un-
der the late surveyor general; and from the notes of the deputies \vho 
executed the work, sufficient evidence is educed to establish into fact 
what was before but vague suspicion, and affording prima facie evidence 
of fraud and forgery in all the work undertnken and assumed to be ex-
ecuted by these old deputies . . In view of these facts, I caused them to 
be listed, as above stated, as suspected \vork. Sjnce I have had charge 
of this office, evidence has flowed in upon me from various sources, tend-
ding to discredit the surveys and notes of others of the early deputies. 
I therefore determined to investigate this suuject thoroughly; and, for 
that purpose, caused the old field -books, to the number of 500, to be ex-
amined and verified by the plats, and in the mean time corresponded 
and cor1sulted with competent depu·ties of known good standing, county 
surveyors, registers, and other citizens, and from these various sources 
have obtained sufficient evidence to condemn, or at least bring under 
~uspicion, the notes or field-work of all the .townships embraced in the 
list marked A, part l. 'rhirty of these townships were surveyed by 
deputies who are known to have been guilty of making false returns in 
other instances, and the notes of these townships bear upon them strong 
evidence of fraud and error. 'rwenty-six of these townships were very 
badly snrveyed, and lie almost entirely in the " Grand prairie," in which 
there is not a corner to be found and identified as such. In conseqwence of 
which, county surveyors, in tracing out old lines, or running the interior 
subdivisional lines between quarter and half-quarter sections, are often 
compelled to seek a known corner for the basis of their operations, at such 
a distance (say 6 or 7 miles) from the tract proposed to be surveyed, that 
the departure of a few degrees from the proper variation would probably 
place the owner of the tract upon an entirely different one from that 
claimed by him. 
'J'he residue of the townships specified in the list is brought under 
suspicion, either from information derived from individuals, or from what 
has been elicited in the examination of the field notes. 
l have thus presented to view, to the extent of the information and 
knowledge in my possession, all the suspected work in this district. 
Future investigations will, doubtless, disclose in other surveys errors 
and frauds of equal m~gnitude, as most of them were executed from 25 
to 34 years since, and before the present method of verifying the returns 
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of surveyors had been introduced, and so happily perfected. The 
evils resulting from such a condition of the public surveys, as well to the 
national government as to the citizens of this and other States who own 
or desirP to become owners of lands in it, must be too obvious to. require 
argument or comment from me. 
(See copy of a letter from Mr. C. Crosby, county surveyor, to the sur· 
veyor general, hereto appended, marked E.) 
A, part 2, is a list of townships in which there are fragments of sur-
veys incomplete. . 
In the examination of the field-notes, for the purpose of discovering 
errors and evidence of fr::tud, the s1tbject of ascertaining the amount of 
unfinished fragments of surveys scattered throughout the work of the 
old deputies presented itself, and the list above referred to exhibits the 
various townships, with the number of miles in each, amounting in the 
aggregate to 240, which must necessarily be executed at augmented rates, 
unless in such townships as may be resurveyed. I have embraced 
this, and the detached work referred to in the first part of list A, in my 
estimates, at $6 per mile, which is the price heretofore paid for similar sur-
veys. 
13, is a list of townships under contract, but not yet completed. · Of 
this unfinished work there are about 150 miles, one-half of which is pro-
gressing and will soon be completed, and returns thereof made to this 
office. The other half is embraced in the contract of Charles H. Pel-
ham, esq., of the 18th October, 1848, from whom I have received no in-
telligeJtce as to the progress of his work, and therefore cannot state whether 
advancing or not. 
'l'he whole amount of surveying of every description herein referred 
to, and comprising, as is I!Jelieved, all that is faulty or unfinished in this 
district, reaches about 4,950 miles ; of which, 500 miles at six dollars per 
mile, 2,150 miles at three dollars, 2 ,150 at four dollars, and 150 at four 
dollars, being unfinished surveys now under contract, makes in the ag-
gregate $18,600, which sum would be required for its completion. 
C, part 1, is a list of plats which it is necessary to reconstruct. 
There are 446 plats which, for the following reasons, should be recon-
structed as soon as practicable: 
First, they are coarse, rough draughts, drawn upon thin, flimsy paper, 
inaccurately delineated, many being printed forms. Second, they are 
without the proper legal authentication, having none other than the sig-
nature of irresponsible deputies, or sub-deputies, and some without even 
this. Third, they ·are without the subdivision of fractional quarter sec-
tions into forty acre tracts, as required by .the act of Congress of the 5th of 
April, 1832. The condition of those plats may be readily ascertained by 
reference to the copies of them on file in the General Land Office, as 
they are almost precise copies of each other. But those in the several 
registers' offices in this district are far differently circumstanced; many 
of them, from use and abuse, are so mutilated and defaced, that it is 
quite impossible to decipher the numbers, marks, and writing upon them 
with sufficient certainty to render them available as faithful records of the 
past or future transactions of those offices, and hence a source of fre-
quent and urgent demands upon this office for new and perfect copies; 
which demands have not heretofore been met, in consequence of the ab- -
sence of any requisition upon this office for the necessary estimates for that 
description of service, and an unwillingness on the part of the surveyor 
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general to put in course of execution a work of such magnitude without 
the assent and concurrence of your department. 
C, 2d part, is a list of townships the plats of which were made prior to 
the passage of the act of Congress of the 5lh April, 1S32, and propPrly au-
thenticated, but without the forty -acre subdivisions required by that act. 
One hundred and thirty-five of these diagrams are reqliired to be made, 
as may be seen by reference to the list, and $400 is deemed sufficient for 
their completion. 
Having brought to the view of the department the general condition of 
the public surveys in this district, and the situation of the plats of many 
townsh.ips, and suggested the nece~sary remedies for the evils resulting 
from both, l will now present to your consideration the condition of-
First. The transcripts of field-notes for the General Land Office, and 
descrip'tion lists for the registers. 
The field-notes of 155 town::,hips were copied under the late surveyor 
general, and still remain in this office: some in an imperfect or unfinished 
state, others not eompared, and none volumed or indexed. 
Descriptive lists of 1,(}74 townships prepared under him remain here, 
and are yet to be examined and compared; some are unfinished, and others 
(about three hundred) it is apprehended will have to be prepared anew, on 
account of the rude and almost illegible handwriting in which they have 
been copied. 'l..,hese lists will be perfected and transmitted to the respect-
ive offices to which they belong as soon as practicable. Of the field-
notes now on file in this office, there are fifty books of tQwnships yet to 
be copied for the General. Land Office, and of description lists for the 
registers abo~t 5UU, to which must be added the 300 which it is thought 
wilt require to be recopied. 
Second. The regular registration of all the field-notes appertaining to 
the surveys in this district, is a subject which has lost none of its value 
and importance from th.e long lapse of time through which it has been 
neglected; and having in a former communication pressed its importance 
to the government and citizens of this State upon the notice of the de-
partment, I deem it necessary here to recapitulate the weighty consider-
ations which should determine the immediate undertaking and speedy 
execution of this important work. 
'l.,hird. 'l..,he general indir.es to the original field-books now in use in 
this office are very much worn, and in many respects imperfect, and 
therefore, to insure accuracy, must be made out again from the field-books 
themselves, or at least carefully compared with them; and in addition to 
the general index, each fiel.d-book should have a special one annexed to 
it, referring to each line or part of the line of surveys, whieh none of the 
old notes have, and hence great difficulty is experienced in making out 
accurate general indices, and in referring to the notes of any particular 
portion of a survey. It will readily be perceived that such a work w1ll 
require much time and labor; but it is of too much importance to be longer 
neglected, and therefore I shall at once put it in course of execution, 
and prosecute it at intervals of mlaxation in the more urgent business of 
the office, until completed. 
Having presented, in the preceding pages, a general view of the con· 
dition of the business of this otfice, as respects both the internal and ex-
ternal operations thereof, and having proposed nothing to he done except 
in view o1 the strictest economy, in the true acceptation of the term, I feel 
/ 
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no hesitancy in ass11ring myself that I shall receive your cordial sanction 
and co-operation in obtaining the necessary appropriations to complete the 
objects proposed, should the unexpended balances of former appropria. 
tions, including the $ 22,500 embraced in the general appropriaLion bill 
approved the 3d of March last, prove inadequate. 
To advanr.e the work proposed to be done, commensurately with its 
importance, an increase of clerical force 'Yill be indispensable; I have 
therefi)re estimated for three regnlar clerks and two copying or recording 
clerks, one mathematician, and one draughtsman, to be employed and 
paid by the job. , 
Statement marked D, exhibits the estimates for the permanent and in-
cidental expenses both for office and field \vork in the surveying district 
of Arkansas, for the fiscal year ending 30th June, 1850. 
All which is respectfully submitted. 
L , GIBSON, 
s ,n·v·eyor General rij. Arkansas. 
J. BuTTE RFIELJJ, Esq, 
Commissioner of the G(neral Land Office . 
. ' 
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A-Part 1. 
A list of townships, the returns of which are suspected to lwve been fabri-
cated in whole or in part, or the surveys of which are proved, by verifica-
tion of the noter;:, to be erroneous, or lying in prairie cmmtry, are known 
to be devoid of marks or bounds, and therefore 1·equire to be retraced or 
resurveyed: atl of whiclt, e:~-·cept a few townships, were executed j1 om 25 
to 34 years ago. 
[EstimateD contains an item of the probable cost of this work.] 
Township 1 N , range 5 W. 
Township 1 N., rauge 6 W. 
'I'ownship 1 N., range 7 W. 
Township 2 N., range 5 W. 
Township 2 N., range 6 W. 
Township 2 N., range 7 W. 
Township 3 N, range 7 W. 
Township l S , range 4 \'V. 
Township 1 S., range 5 W. 
Township 1 S., range 6 W. 
Township 1 S ., range 7 W. 
Tuwnship 2 S., range 3 W. 
Township 2 S., range 4 Vv. 
Township 2 S., range 5 W. 
Township 2 S., range 6 W. 
Township 3 S., range 3 W. 
Township 3 S., rang-e 4 W. 
Township 3 S., range 5 W. 
Township 4 S., range 3 vV. 
Township 4 S., range 4 W, 
Township 4 S., range 5 W. 
Township 5 S., range 3 W. 
Township 5 S., range 4 W. 
Township 5 S., range 5 W. 
Township 6 S., range 3 W. 
Townl'!hip 6 S., range 4 W. 
The above-named 26 townships lie in the Grand Prairie; all of which are to be resurveyed, 
including a part of the exteriors, numbering 1,720 miles, at $3 and $4 per mile. 
Township 3 N., range 22 W. Township 10 N., range 7 W. Township 19 N., range 3 W. 
Township 3 N., range 23 vV. Township 10 N, range 8 W. Township 19 N., range 20 W. 
Township 6 N., range 16 W. 'l;ownship 11 N., range 6 W. Township 20 N., range 3 W. 
Township 6 N., rang-e 17 W. Towm~hip 11 N., range 7 W. Township 20 N, range 4 W . 
Township 7 N., range 7 W. Township 12 N., range 6 W. Township 20 N., range 21 W. 
Township 7 N., rang-e 8 W. Township 12 N., range 7 W. Township 21 N., range 21 W. 
Township 7 N., rang·e 15 W. Township V1 N., range 7 W. Township 10 S., range 20 W. 
Township 7 N., range 16 W. Township 14 N., range 4 \V. Township 10 S., range 28 W. 
Township 8 N., range 6 W. Township 14 N., range 5 W. Township 10 S., rang~ 29 W. 
Township 8 N., range 7 W. Township 14 N., range 7 W. Township 9 S., range 28 W. 
Township 8 N., range 8 W. Township 15 N., range 5 W. Township 9 S., range 29 \V. 
Township 9 N., range 6 vV. Township 16 N., range 7 W. Township 3 N., range 1 E. 
T nwnship 9 N., range 7 W. Township 16 N., range 8 W. Township 4 N, range 1 E. 
Township ~ N., range 8 W Township 17 N., range 7 W. Township 5 N., range 1 E. 
Township 10 N., range 6 W. Township 17 N., range 8 W. Township 12 N., range 3 E. 
The last-mentioned 45 townships are to be retraced or resurveyed, amounting to 2,580 miles, 
at $3 and $4 per mile. 
Detached erroneous surveys, at $6 per mile, ·niz: 
In township 11 S , range 1 1V ...•••• 
In township 14 S., range 1 W .••.••• 
In township 15 S., range 1 W ......• 
In township 2 N., range 10 W •••.••• 
In township 13 N., range 5 W ...... , 
In township 13 N., range 6 W ...... . 
In township 8 N., range 3 E ...••••• 
In township 5 N., range 7 E ....... . 
In township 10 N., range 4 W ....•.• 
In township 16 N., range 6 W ......• 
In township 14 N., range 7 W . .....• 
In township 1 '7 N., range 6 W ......• 
In township 16 N., range 5 W ....... 
In township 6 N., range 10 W ......• 
In township 9 N., range 9 W ...... . 
In township 4 N., range 10 W ...... . 
In township 1 N., range 14 \V ...••.• 
In township 3 N., range 15 Vv .••...• 
In township 13 N., range 8 W ...... . 






















Carried forward.. • • • • . • • 99 
Brought forward ........ . 
In township 19 N., range 6 W ..•••• 
In township 5 S, range 15 W .....• 
In township 6 S., range 5 W ...••• 
In township 8 S., range 14 W ..... . 
In township 6 S., range 17 W ..... . 
In township 2 S., range 16 W ..... . 
In township 2 S., range 17 W .•...• 
In township 1 S., range 16 W ...•. , 
In township 1 N., range 4 W ..... . 
In township 1 N., range 3 W ....• , 
In township 11 N., range 1 E .... , .• 
In township 19 N., range 19 W .....• 
In township 20 N , range 20 W ...... 
In township 17 N., range 9 W .....• 
In township 12 N., range 4 W .....• 
In township 11 N., range 3 W .....• 
In township 11 N ., range 4 W ...... 
In township 13 N., range 6 W ...•. , 
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A list 'iJf townships in which there are fragments of surveys incomplete, 
and for the e.r;ecution of which, at six dollars per mile, an item wilt be 
found in estimate marked D, viz: 
.Miles. 
Township 10 N., range 3 E. , contains, of unfinished lines ••.•••••.•••••.• : •••• ,.... 4 
Township 10 N., ~nge 2 E ..•••.... do,. •••.••. do ............................ • •.. 1 
Township 8 N., ra'nge 4 W. ~ ••• ! •. do ........ do .. · .............................. .·t 
Township 8 N., range 7 E ...•..... do .•••.•.. do .•••••.• , ...••• •... •• . . . . . . • . . . • 11 
TQwnship 8 N., range 9 E ..•• , ••.. do .••••.•. do................................ 1 
Township 4 N., range 4 E ......... do ..••.••• do................................ 1 
Tewnship 5 N., range 4 E ..••••••. do ••••.... do................................ 5 
Township 4 N., range 8 E ......... do ...•.••. do...... . ......................... 1 
Township 5 N., ra9ge 8 E ....•.... do .•••..•. do................................ 9 
Township 9 N., range 1 W ........ do ........ do................................ 4 
Township 13 N., range 1 W ........ do, •••. .•.. do ................... , ........... , 5 
Township 111 N ., range 1 W ........ do, .••.... do................................ 9 
'I'ownsh1p 15 N :, :r;ang-e 1 W . . , , , , •• do ...••... do ..••. l ••••••••••••••••• , •• .. • • • • 4 
Township 19 N., range 1 W ..... ,, .do ..... , .. do ............. ,.................. 1 
Township 20 N., range 1 W ..•••••• do,.,.,, .. do .•.. , •••••••••. , ..•••.••••. , .. , 2 
Township 10 N., range 4 W .••••••• do .•.. , ••. de,,..... . ........................ 1 
Town8hip 12 N., range 5 W ........ do .•..••.. do ..••••.•••. ,.................... 2 
'Township 13 N., range 4 W ..•••••• do .• ,,, ••. do................................ 1 
Township 14 N., range 8 W ........ do .•.•• , •. do................................ 10 
Township 13 N., range 8 W ..•••••. do., .•• , .. do....................... • . . • . . . • 12 
Township 11 N., range 9 W ........ do .. , ..... do................................ 1 
Township 14 N., range 9 W .•••••• do •..•.•.. do ••••..••. , ...... ,............... 2 
Township 1 N., range 10 W ........ do .• , ..... do ..... , . . ......... .-.............. 4 
Township 7 N., range 10 W ..•••••• do., •••.... do................................ 1 
Township 2 N., range 12 W ........ do .•.. , .•. d0................................ 1 
Township 5 N., range 12 W ..••••• ~do,, ••• , .• do, ..•.•••• ;...................... 1 
Township 5 N., range 13 W ........ d0 .••• , •.• do................................ 6 
Township 4 N., range 13 W ........ do.,, .. ,, .do, •.• ,, ..................... ,., . . 29 
Township 3 N., range 13 W ..•••••• do,,, .. , .. do,, .................. ,........... 6 
Township 5 N., range 14 W .. , ••••• do, .... ,, .do., ... ,.,, •.••••. , ............ ,., 13 
Township 5 N., range 15 W ........ do.,,.,, .. do ............................. ,.. 1 
Township 5 N., ran.ge 16 W ..•••••• do .•. ;-,, .. tlo , ......... ~·· ••. , ......... ,., • • . • 4' 
Town~hip 4N.,range16W .. ; ••••• do ••••.• :.do................................ 4 
Township 18 N., range 3 E ..•.•.•.. do., .•.•.. do., •. ,, •• , ...• • ••.•• ,,........... 1 
Township 12 N., range 11 E ..•••• , •. do,,.,, •.. do .• ,, ••....•.••••.••••• ,......... 6 
Township 7 N., range 14 W ..•••••• do ..•.•.•• do ••.•• , .... :..................... 9 
'Powhship 16 N., range 3 W ..••.••. do ...•.•.. do ..•••••.•.•.••• , •••..••••.•.••. ,.. 1 
Township 1 S., range 5 E ..•. , •• , ,do· ...•.... do .••.••••.• .'..................... 6 
Township 3 S., range 4 E ..••• , ••• do., •• , ••. do .• ,., •••••••••••.•.• , ••••••. , • . • 2 
Township 2 S., range 5 E ..... , .. ,do ..• ,., •• do .•..••• . .•••••••••.•••• . ••••... , 1 
Townships 5 & {) S., rar,tge 18 W ..... do ........ do ..... , ••...• , .................. , 2 
Township 4 S., range 3 E .•. ,, .•.. do~.,, .•.. do ...•• , .••.•.••••••••••.•••.• ,,.. 2 
Township 2 S., range 1 W ......... do ..• , .... do ............. ,.................. 4 
Township 4 S., range 2 W ......... do .. , ..... do.,.............................. 1 
Township 5 S., range 2 W ......... do .•.• , •.. do .•••...••••..•••.•••. .•••...•••. , 8 
Township 6 S.., range 2 W ......... do., •••••• do.,, •.•••••.• , .•• , •• ,............ 1 
Township 10 S., range 14 W ......... do ........ do ..... ,.......................... 1 
Township 8 S., range 19 W ......... do ...•.... do, .... , ••.• ,., .................. , 5 
Township 19 S., range 20 W ......... do, •••• ,, .do .••• , ................ ,,.,....... 1 
Township 13 S., range 22 W ......... do,, ... , .. do .• ,., ..•••.• ,,................... 3 
Township 18 S., range 20 W .. ... J •• • do ...• ,, .. do., .••••• , •• , .•.•..•••••• ,....... 4 
Township 8 S., range 20 .w .. ....... do,, .. , •.. do., ..•.•• , •.. ,, •• , .•• ,........... 3 
Township 9 S., range 22 W ...... , •. do., •••••• do .•••••.•••••••• ,................ 10 
Township 12 S., range 23 W ..... , ••• do ..•••••• do ...... , .................. , ..... , 1 
Township 17 S., range 25 W ......... do, ••••••. do •••• , •. , •• , .••••.•.•..••.• ,..... 4 
Township 9 S., range 23 W ......... do.,,., .. ,do ...•.••.•• ,..................... 1 
Township 11 S., range 18 W ......... do ••.•• , •• do .•.•.• ,, .••• ,, •••.••. ,.......... 2 
Township 11 S., range 19 W ......... do ........ do •••••• , ... , ••• , ............. ,,., 3 
Total .•••••••••••.••••••.•••••• ·• •••••••• ." ••• ,, ••••• , ••••• , 240 
SuRVE"fOR.'s OFFicE, Little Rock, '.fl.rlcansas, October 15, 1849. --
L. GIBSON, Surveyor General. 
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S'uRvE'¥oR's OFFicE, 
Little Rock, Arkansas, October 15, 1849. 
A list of townships under contract for survey, not finished, viz: 
T h' 6 N 2 E }in J. W. Garreston's contract of 23d of owns 1P ·;range ., March, 1849-surveys progressing. 
Township 22 N., range 5 E'~, }in 0. H. Pelham's contract of 18th of 
rrownshi;p 22 N., range 6 E,, October, 1848-surveys not made. 
Connexions with the Missouri line: 
,.-l"lownship 21 N., range 1 E., l · 0 H p lh ' t· t f 
Township 21 N., range 2 E., lin · · e am s con rae o 
T the 18th of October, 1S48-ownship 22 N., range 2 E., l d d 
Township 22 N., range 3 E., r surveys execute an notes 
Township 2l N., ranges 1 to 9 W., J returned, but suspended from 
Township 21 N., ranges 19 to 34 W., approval. 
Township 6 N. range 6 W. l in J. J. Bean's contract of the 14th of 






w'' and notes returned, but suspended 
owns 1p ., range .. f 1 - rom approva . 
I iri R. Vv. Mecklin's contract of the 1st 




w'' r but original notes not returned, (a 






. SuRVEYoR's OFFicE, 
Little Rock, Arkansas, October 15, 1849. 
A list of toWnships, th~ plats of which are coarsely and roughly made 
upon thin, flimsy paper, without regard to accuracy of delineation, many 
of them being merely printed forms filled up without authentication, ex-
cept the deputy surveyor's signature, (and in many cases even without 
that,) and wiLhout the subdivision of fractional quarter sections into 
tracts_, as required by the act of Congress of the 5th of April, 1832: 
all of which it is proposed to reco11struct from the original field notes: 
North of the base line and west of the fifth principal meridian. · 
Township 1, ranges 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 
and 16. 
Township 2, ranges 1, 2, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 12, 13, 14, and 15. 
Township 3, ranges 1, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, and 16. 
Township 4, ranges 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, and 16. 
T,ownship 5, ranges 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 16, and 16. 
Township 6> ranges 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, and 16. 
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Township 7, ranges 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, and 16, south of 
the old Indian boundary. ' 
Township 7, range 3i. 
Township 8, ranges 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12; 13, and 14, south of the old 
Indian boundary. "' 
Township 8, range 31, south of the Arkansas river. 
Township 9, ranges 1, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, and 13, south of the 
old Indian boundary. 
Township 10, ranges 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, and 12, south of the old 
Indian boundary. 
Township 11, ranges 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, and 10, south of the old Indian 
boundary. 
Township 12, ranges 5, 6, 7, 8, and 9, south of the old Indian bound-
ary. 
Township 13, ranges 1, 4, 5, 6, 7, and 8. 
Township 14, ranges 1, 4, 5, 6, 7, and 8, east of White river. 
Township 15, ranges 1, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, and 11, east of White 
river. 
Township 16, ranges 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, and 10_, east of White river. 
Township 17, ranges 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, !;, ·9, and 10. 
Township 18, ranges 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, and 12, east of 
Big North Fork and \'Vhite river. 
Township 19, ranges 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, and 12, east of 
Big North Forlc 
Township 20, ranges 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, and 11. 
Township 21, ranges 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, and 9. 
Nortlt of the base line and east of the fifth principal meridian. 
Township 1, ranges 1, 2, 3, and 4. 
Township,2, ranges 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6. 
Township 3, ranges 1, 2, 3, 6, 7, 'and 8. . 
Township 4, ranges 1, 2, 3, 4, and 8. 
Township 5, ranges 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, and 9. 
Township 6, ranges 3, 9, and 10. 
Township 7, ranges 3 and 4. 
Township 8, ranges 3, 7, and 8. 
Township 9, ranges 2 and 8. ......, 
Township 10, ranges 9 and 11. 
Township 11, range 11. 
Tmvnship ] 2, ranges 1 L and 12. 
Township 18, ranges 1 and 2. 
Township 19, ranges 1 and 2. 
Township 20, ranges 1 and 2. 
Township 21, ranges 1 and 2. 
South of the base line and east oj' the .fifth principal meridian. 
Township 1, ranges 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5. 
Township 2, ranges I, 2, 3, 4, and 5. 
Township 3, ranges 3, (part,) 4, and 5. 
Township 4, ranges 3 (part) and 4. 
Dec. No 5. 
Township 9, range 1, on an island in the Mississippi river. 
Township 15, range 1. 
South of the base line and west of tlzejijth principal meridian. 
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Township 1, ranges 1, 2, 3, (part,) 4, 5, 6, 7, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, and 18. 
Township 2, ranges 1, 3, (part,) 4, 5, 6, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, and 18. 
'fownship 3, ranges 2, 3, 4, 5, 13, 14, 15, and 16. 
Township 4, ranges 2, 3, 4, 5, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, and 18. 
Township 5, ranges 2, 3, 4, 5, .13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, and 20. 
Township 6, ranges 2, 3, 4, 15, 16, 17, 20, 21, and 22. 
Township 7, ranges 3, 4, (part;) 14, 15, 16, 17, 20, 21, 22, and 23. 
Township 8, ranges 3, (part,)~' (part,) 14, 15, 16, 17, 20, 21, 22, 23, 
and 24. , 
Township 9, ranges 14, 15, 16, 17, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 25, 26, 27, 28, 
and 29," and 1 on an island in. the Mississippi river. 
Township 10, ranges 14, ·J5; 16, 17', 19, 20, 22; 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 
and 29. , 
'rownship 11, ranges 19, 21, 22, 23, 24; 25, 26, and 27. ! , 
Township' l2, ranges 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, and 26. 
Township 13, ranges 19, 20, 2-1, 22, 23, 24, and 25. 
Township 14, ranges 19, 21, 22, 23, and 24. 
. .. . 
Township 15, ranges 20 and 21. · t . 
Township 16, ranges 19, 20, 21, and 25, east of Red river. 1 
Township 17, ranges 19, 20, 23, 24, and 25, east of Red river. 
Township 18, ranges 19, 20, 21, 23, 24, 25, and 26, east of Red river. 
Township 19, ranges 19, 20, 21, 23, 24, 25, 26, and 27; east of Red 
river. 
Township 20, ranges 18, 19, 20, 21, 23, 24, 25, and 26, east of Red 
river. 
..... t 't 
. ( --- ,:\ 
L. GIBSON, 
Surveyor General . 
• .J • tL 
I 
: . C-Part 2. c . ' • ~ 1 ~ J. • 
A list of townships, the plats of which were made and properly authenti- . 
cated prior to the passage of the act of Congress of the 5th April, 1832, 
and which consequently are without the subdivisions which the provi-
sions of that act require. Diagrams of those townships, showing such 
subdivisions, are therefore necessary to be made, viz: 
North of the base line and east of fhe fifth principal mtridian. 
Township 1, ranges 5 and 6. 
Township 2, ranges 5 and 6 .. 
Township 3, range 5. 
Township 8, range 9. . 
Township 9, range 3. 
Township 10, ranges 2 and 3. 
Township 14, ranges 2 and 3. 
Part ii-21. 
'· 




,., ' .. 
'• 
"'· . .. 
~ I 
'• 
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'fownship 15, ranges 3 and 4. 
Township Hi, ranges 3 and 4. 
Township 17, ranges 3, 4, 5 and 6. 
Township 19, ranges 3 and 4. , 
Township 20, range 3. 
Township 21, range 3. 
South of the base line and east of the fifth princ·ipal meridian: • 
Township 3, range 1. 
Township lD, range 1, south of Arkansas river. 
Township 11, range 1. 
Township 12, range 1. , . 
Township 14, range 1. 
Township 16, range 1. . l 









· JVorth of the base line and west of the fifth principal meridian. 
Township 5, range,s 17, 19, 20, and part of 21. 
Township 6, ranges 17, 19, 20, 21, and 22, all south of Arkansas river. 
Township 7, ranges 3, 22, 26, 30, and 32, and 20 and 21, south of 
Arkansas river. . 
'T'ownship 8, ranges 3, 26, 27, 29, 30, and 32, and 21, 22, 23, 24 and 
25, 5outh of Arkansas river. 
Township 9, ranges 23, 24, and 32 south of. Arkansas river, and 26, 
28, 29, and 30. 
Township 10, ranges 2 and 28. · 
Township 11, range 2. 
Township 12, ranges 3, 4, and 5. 
Township 13, ranges 2, 3, 6, 7, and 8. 
Township 14, ranges 3 and 8. · 
'T'ownship 15, range 8, south of White river .. - · 
Township-17, ranges 11 and 12, ,north of White .river. 
Township 18, ranges 13 and 14. 
'T'ownship 19, ranges 12, 13, 14, and 15. 
Township 20, range 14. · 
. .I • 
South of the base line and west of the fifth principal meridian. 
Towaship 1, range 10. 
Township 2, ranges 2, 10, 11, and 12. 
Township 3, ranges 1, 8, 10, 11; and 12. 
Township 4, ranges 10, 11, and 12. 
'l.,ownship 5: ra.nges 8, 9, 10, 11, and 12. ~ ,, ~ · . 
• •I 
Township 6, ranges 5 and 9. ..· · t 
, , 'T'ownship 7, ranges 2, 5, and 9. · 
Township 8, ranges 2, 3, and 4, south of Arkansas river. 
Township 10, range 1, part only. 
Township 11, ranges 1 and 2.. • 
'rownship 12, ranges 1, 3, 4, and 10. ,.\ .;·· 
1 
Township 13, ranges 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6. 
Township 14, ranges 1, 4, 5, and 6. . ..• 
Doc. No. ·5. 
'Township 1.5, ranges 1, 4, 5-, and 6. 
Township 16, ranges 1 and 3. 
vrownship 17' range I.. ... ' 
.SuRVEYOR GEN'ERA•L's OFFICE, 
. ( ' 
Little R()ck, Arkansas, October; 15, 1849. 
f • 







Estirnate for tlw survtv;ing district rif Arkansas, 'both for rdfice and field 
work, j<Jr the 'fiscal year ending June 30, 1850, viz: 
For retracing and. resurveying 4,300 miles of 
old fraudulent and erronem11.s work, half at 
$~and half at $4 per mile $15,000 00 
For correcting 260 miles of detached erro-
neous surveys, at $6 per mile 1, 560 00 
For surveying 240 miles of unfinished frag-
ments in townships scattered over the State, 
at $6 per mile 1, 440 00 
For completing 150 miles of surveys now un-
der contract, at $-;1 per mile 600 00 
A 
,.. 
.Salary of stlrveyor gen-eral 
Salary of three regular clerks 
--- $18,,60(} 00 
Compensation of two clerks to draught and 
compute areas; to be paid by the job -
Compensation of two cferks to record the field-
notes for use at this office, t,o tran~cribe 
them (or the General Land Office, and to 
make descriptive lists for the registers' 
<Offices, to be _paid by the hundred words -







.s, 8.00 00 
Fuel and servant-hire 
Stationery, book-binding, &c~ ' . 
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. ~ RocKY BAyou, IzARD CotrNTY1 
September 27, 184~'t 
DEAR SIR : Your favor of the 13th instant came duly to hand, by 
which I am pleased to find my c~m1rnunication was not altogether unsea· 
sonable, as the subject of it appears to have been one towards which 
your own inquiries were specially directed. Your letter before me givJ)8 
evidence of that stern and salutary circumspection which , it would seem1 
is so necessary to be exercised in order to bring to light the long'· hidden 
things of dishonesty," an-d open the way ~or such remedy of the evil as 
may be deemed appropriate and practica1le. 
Any observations I ·may be able to make in my limited sphere of oper. 
ations, bearing upon or conducive to the object in view, will be most cheer· 
fully furnished you. I purpose shortly, when I shall have leisure~ to de· 
vote a little time to those tewnships mentioned by you. ln the mean 
time, if you would be kind enough to inform me. in what particular parts of 
those townships the errors mostly lie of which you speak, it would facili· . 
tate my investigations. 
In regard to the condition of the survey of 16 N., 8 "\V,, I would state1 
explicit,ly, that my means of testing the accuracy of the field- boolls of that 
township' were ample. , 
The abstracts by which I was governed_ in my operations were taken 
from the r~gister's office with special care by myself, and at different 
times. 
· 'The first proving erroneous, I suspected there might have been some 
mistake committed in making the abstracts. I re-examined the field- boo}{s, 
compared and found it correctly- taken 1 took others for vanons portions of 
the township, tested, and found these equally erroneous. My compass, 
is a very fine one, of the most approved construction by :Blattner,. St. 
.Louis, Missouri, (cost $60,) aud my chain correct. 
As to my own qualifications, hoth theoretical and practical 1 they ought 
to be passable; having been for many years occasio.naUy engaged in teach. 
ing the subject to others, together wjth those branches of the mathematic~ 
connected therewith. But , sir, the errors are sueh that no compass1 chain 1 
"or even surveyor, is 1;equired, to detect them at once. Any back.woodsmanf 
who can read field-notes, can distinguish a pine from a post-oak,. ,or a cedar 
from a black jack. In one instance which I examined, where the notes 
designated pines as the index trees, all were post-oaks : in ano'ther, where 
nothing but post-oaks were ealled for, all were pines: in a third, where 
cedars were specified, I found black oaks and pines, &c., &c.; and as to 
their relative position to the corner, compared with the notes,. none can be-
found to coincide. In short, the errors are so genera) in all respects1 that 
particular specifications are deemed needless, and but one conclusion if1 
forced upon the mind of the observer; which is, that these notes were 
never taken upon the field-work lH answer to your inqoi:ry1 H'\'Vhat 
quantity of land in township 16, and adjoining townships, would proba" 
bly be entered, were those difficulties removed ?1" ·with regard to 16, l 
would state the facts from which my own conclusions , are drawn. 
About one-third of this townsh~p lies in the barrens ;' m1d being well 
watered·, with beautiful groves of timber interspersed, and the b-est 3pJ 
lands we have in tlris county,. this pmtion will admit of dense $el--' 
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tlements ;-in fact, is already thickly settled. The remaining portion 
is well timbered . with the various species of oak, hickory, cedar, 
and valuable pine, with fine water-power. for machinery, and along the 
streams~ of which there are three, bordered with small bodies of good 
farming land, well supplied with excellent springs. Settlements are fast 
advancing along these valleys. There are already about or nearly forty 
improvements in the township, many of them fine large farms for the 
county; arid, so far as I am at present informed, no •entry has yet been 
made_ at the laud office. Several iradividuals, who som~ time past seemed 
anxious to' enter their farms, and actually employed me to run off lands 
for that purpose, have, since ascertaining the equivocal state ofthesurvey, 
delayed to do so. Some two or three others have spoken to me about 
having their lands surveyed preparatory to entering them, but seem to 
have declined for the present, and the t'!Xciterrient in regard to entering 
appears to have subsided for ' the time being. From all which I con~lude 
that were the township resurveyed or retraced, many entries would shortly 
he made. ~ · . 
When consulted on the subject, [ have given,it as my opinion that no 
material alteration need be apprehended in, regard to the lines and corners. 
There. are few lines that can be traced without the compass : in fact, in all 
'I have examined no blazes are to be found, except a very few near the 
·Corners, nor have I yet been able to find any half-mile bearing trees, even 
in timl:}ered secti~ns, 
1
and where, by running out the mile, my course 
was found to be correct by the section corners. I thin~ it reasonable 
:to conclud~ that at least one-fourth, or probably one-third of this town-
;ship, would Be entered in a few years, ''!ere those difficulties removed. · 
In regard to the adjoining. toWJ)ships mentioned by you, any remarks 
in referent~e 'to them must be reserved for another communication. 
I remain, sir, most r.espectf.u.Hy, yours, &c., 
C. CROSBY. 
Dr. L. GmsoN, .',' ; .. ;'"'> ' 




Under the act ·of Congress, approved 3d August, 1846, entitled "An 
<:act providing for the adjustment of all suspended pre-emption land claims 
in the several States and Territories," the foHowing general equitable rules 
and regulations ar-e established for the government of the Commissioner 
of the General Land Office: 
The Commissi.oiler will recognise ·as valid, and place in the first classJ · · 
suspended entries of the following d~scription: ~ 
1st. All pre-emption entries in which one or mor.e legal requirements 
-do not appear in the papers., because of the neglect or inattention of the 
l and oincers; but where the existing testimony s]Jows a substantial and 
.boTta fide settlement and improvement of the lands, or where such facts 
were satisfact01:ily shown to the local officers by proof which was lost in 
t ransmission to the General Land Office, and cannot be renewed, by 
:reason of the death of witnesses, or other cause. 
2d. All pre..,emption entries under the aets of 12th April, 1814, 29th 
May, 1830, 5th April, 1832, 19th June, 1834, 22d June, 1838, and 1st 
June, 1840, which have been allowed in the names of as~ignees instead 
/ 
326 Doc. No. 5. 
of the pre-emptors themselves, where the claim i's bona fide, and the as. 
signees or subsequent purchasers are in possessi<on. 
3d. AU entries in virtue of" floats" under the acts of 29th May, 183(}r 
and 19th June, 1834, where the original settlement fi'om which the 
"float" was derived was bona fide, and had been actually entered, bui 
where such original settlement was on land reserved for private· daimsr 
the survey of which had not been returned at the time of entry; and also 
all entries by such ''floats" on h11d liable to sale, where the'' float" 
entries had been made prior to the retul'n of the official plat of survey for 
the original settlement. · . 
4th. Entries allowed by pre-emption on "sketeh maps" (obtained by 
the parties) before the return of the regular amn:oved plat of the. township 
embracing the land. 
5th. All entries allowed by pre-emption o:n land which was reserved 
at the date of the pre-emption act, but -which was released from reserva-
tion befo:re th~ expiration of said act, where s11ch ent:uies a11e· in other 
respects regular. . · 
6th. Pre-emption entries under laws :requiring· actnal residence on 
public land, in which the residence was found to be on private property, 
but where the tract entered formed a s!Jlbstantial part of the farm of the 
claimant, and was impmved and cultivated by him at the: period reqlLlired. 
for residence. 
7th. Pre-emption entries of legal subdivisions. of a- fractional section 
which contain more than one hundred and sixty acres,. but which are as 
near that quantity as the existi11g subdivisions wm allow~ 
8th. Pre-emption entr.ies allowed under one pre emption Jaw where it 
shaH have been discovered ihat said entries were invalid under that act, 
but where the settlement and improvement is of a chaliacter to have enti--
tled the parties to a legal and valid daim under a subsequent law, pro· 
vided the land is not embraced by the valid claim of another. 
9th. Pre-emption ~ntries in the mineral region, embracing- 1lhe half of 
a quarter section reserved for mineral plilrposes,. where the half quarter so 
entered is shown not to have contained mineralj and :;tlso entries as 
"floats" allowed to claimants, who, by reason of one portion of the quar-
ter section on which they wen~ settled containing mineral, were unable-
to enter more than the half'-of said quatter section, provided the claim is, 
otherwise a bonafide one. 
lOth. Pre-emption entries founded upon a bon& fide riglzt flj pre-emp-
tion, where, as it respects the mode and manner of the tntxy, there is. 
not a strict conformity with the law, but where such entry does not em~ 
brace a quantity exceeding that -aLlowed by 1aw,. is in accordance with 
the wish of the party or parties interested,and does aot inte:~:'fe1'e with the-
rights or interests of anod1er. 
11th. All private sales of tracts which had not b.een previously offered· 
at public sale, but where· the enny appears to have beeri permitted by the 
land officers under the impres~ion that the land \Vas liable to pri-vate en-
try, and there is no reason to 'presume fraud, o:r be1ieve that the purchase-
was made othenvise than in good faith. ' 
12th. All sales made at one land office of lands which were only liahle 
to sale at anpther, where the proceedipgs in all other re-spects were reg~ 
ular. 
· 13th. All b.ona fide entries on lands which ha.d been, duly oft'ered_,: but 
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afterwards temporarily withdrawn from market, and then released from 
reservation, when such lands are not rightfully claimed by others. 
14th. All bona fide entries at private sale allowed at Mineral Point, 
Wisconsin, and fully paid for, of lands which were not ascertained or 
reported to contain lead mineral until after the date of said entries, \vhere 
the land is not rightfully claimed by another. 
The foregoing regulations are not to embrace any case where the entry 
has been cancelled and the money refunded or desired by the party, or 
where a subsequent entry of the same land has been legally made by the 
claimant himself, or by another person. 
JAMES H. PIPER, 
Acting Commissioner of the General Land Office. 
"\'Ve concur in these rules and regulations. 
... 
SEPTEMBER 3, 1846. 
R. J. WALKER, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
J. Y. MASON, 
Attorney General. 
Under the act of Congress, approved 3d August, 1846, entitled" An 
act providing for the adjustment of all suspended pre-emptiDn land claims 
in the seve~al States, and Territories," the following additional rule is 
established for the government of the Comrnissioner of the General Land 
Office: 
15th. Where an entry has been improperly allowed by the district land 
officers upon evidence deemed by them satisfactory of the right of the 
party claiming, and, upon the faith of the official certificate of entry issued 
by the register, such entry has passed into the hanrls of a bona fide pur-
chaser, a patent shall issue to such assignee, notwithstanding the subse-
quent discovery of the improper or irregular allowance to the original 
claimant; provided the land embraced by such entry is not rightfully 
claimed by another, and such assignee was, at the time of his purchase, 
ignorant of the 'irregular or improper allowance; and in all cases of entries 
of lands in the Territory of Wisconsin upon which no lead min~s. or 
diggings were known to exist at the time of such entries. 
RICHARD M. YOUNG, 
~ ...... , Commissione1· of the General Land Office .. 
We concur in the above rule No. {5, , 
,. . 
,. 





R. J. WALKER, 
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REPORT OF THE SURVEYOR GENERAL OF LOUISL\N A. 
SuRVEYOR GENERAL's OFFICE, 
Donaldsonville, Louisian~, October 18, 1849; 
SIR: In conformity with instructions dated May 30, 1849, from 
office, I have the honor to transmit herewith, in triplicate, thefoll 
documents, illustrative of the condition of the surveys in this State, 
showing the operations of this 0ffice tluring the past year, viz: 
Document ,marked A.-Tabular statement of contracts. 
Document marked B.-Statement of the liabilities of the surveying de· 
partment, for surveys under contracts and under special instructions, in 
the "four other districts" of Louisiana. 
Document marked C.-Statement of the liabilities· of the surveying de· 
partment, for surveys under contracts in the Greensburg district, Lou. 
isiana. . r 
Document marked D.-Estimates for "proposed surveys' 1 in the "four 
other districts" for the fiscal y~ar ending JJine 30, 1851. 
Document marked B.-Estimates for "proposed surveys" in the 
Greensburg district, Louisiana, for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1851.. 
Document marked F.-Estimates of funds required to meet the liabil-
ities of the department, and for the servjce of the fiscal year ending June 
30, 1851. 
Document marked G.-Statement of documents r~presenting surveys 
which have been transmitted to the General Land Office and to the 
registers' offices since the 6th of December, 1848. 
Document marked H.-List of deputy surveyors commissioned since 
the 1st of June, 1849. 
Document marked I.-1,riplicate diagrams of the State of Louisiana. 
In making up the foregoing documents, I have endeavored, as far as 
possible, to represent upon each as much information as the present state 
of this surveying district could furnish, so that by referring to each docu-
ment everything treated therein could be seen and fully understood at a 
glance, without · having to refer to · a long explanatory statement discon-
nected with the document. 
The diagrams of the State will show the townships which have been 
surveyed and are considered complete; those which, having been surveyed, 
have not l;>een properly protracted, and when protracted and otherwise 
examined may be found defective; those which, although surveyed and 
the maps approved, are supposed to have been loosely protracted, and the 
areas erroneously calculated, and which, examined, will require correc-
tion; those which_, having been ~pproved, are known to be defective, either 
on account of private claims errone.ously located, on account of claims not 
yet surveyed and represented, or ·on account of the doubtful character of 
the original surveys; those which are now under contract to be survey-
ed; and those which are propo~sed to be surveyed.' 
It will be perceived that the estimated liabilities of the department at 
augmented rates for ~urveys now under contracts, greatly exceed the ap-
propriations now existing, viz: ip. the Greensburg district, in the sum of 
$3,211 88, and in the "four other districts" in the sum of $30,550 39. 
The above deficit is accounted for 'Qy the fa~t that in nearly all of the 
former estimates for proposed surveys, or to meet the liabilities of the of-
fice, the number of miles supposed necessary to complete a township has 
invariably been less than what upon actual survey became necessary; and 
Doc. No. 5. 329 
in the statement of liabilities and proposed surveys now sent up, I have 
endeavored to avoid falling into such natural errcrs by estimating for 
nearly a complete resurvey- of every township requiring correction. 
Surveyors are decidedly averse to undertake the correction of a town-
ship when they are limited to a few miles; and experience proves that when 
errors are known to exist in a township, they are so extended from one 
section to another, and are £0 difficult of correction, that a complete re-
survey is often the unavoidable result. 
The surveys estimated for in the statement of liabilities in the u four 
other districts" may be expected to be completed on or before the 30th of 
June next, except those embraced in the contracts of John H. Dickerson, 
and Walsh & Campbell. The surveys .by Mr. Dickerson are now in the 
office, btU not having been all sufficiently examined, the amount of re-
surveying necessary to complete them cannot now be stated. It is ex-
tremely doubtful whether the surveyor will cor:nplete these surveys, and it 
is reported that he has left the ·state: one thing is certain, that thus far 
he has failed to comply with the surveyor general's requirements in let-
ters dated March 11, and May 17, 1848. 
The time allowed Messrs. Walsh & Campbell to complete their work 
expired on the 1st of January, 1848, and onlythe field-notes of one town-
ship have yet been returned. When these surveys are more fully exam-
ined and th~ errors pointed out, 1and if the surveyors will not complete 
them, the only course to be pursued is to give the work to other surveyors, 
and it then may be necessary to make a complete resurvey of them . 
. The balance of the appropriations at four dollars per mile should, if 
practicable, be placed to the C!edit of surveys at augmented rates; be-
cause all future surveys, being of a corrective nature, will necessarily have 
to be estimated at the latter rates. This will reduce the liabilities in the 
"four other districts,'' and there will be required. to be appropriated for this 
service the sum of $12,318 86 . 
. The proposed sm;veys are important, being for the most part situated in 
populous parts of the State. It is due to the citizens and owners of land 
in these townships that the old surveys should be corrected, so that their 
titles to lands may be perfected; and if pu,blic lands are embraced therein, 
that they should be brought into market at as early a day as practicable. 
For the correction of these old surveys which have been found incom-
plete, being of a very complicated and difficult nature, requiring the most 
experienced and faithful surveyors to execute them) I have estimated the 
uaual price per mile heretofore allowed for resurveys of similar character, as 
I am convinced that no surveyor of known abilities would undertake a 
contract for a le~s price;- and for tlie Orleans township, I have been informed 
by an experienced surveyor that he would not survey it for less than 
twenty dollars per mile. 
The surveys under contracts in the State have been considerably retarded 
during the past year through various causes; the principal ones of which 
were, the prevalence of the cholera, which raged with considerable vio-
lence in many parts of the State, and the excessive high water, which 
inundated large portions of the country; and both combining at the same 
time, totally prevented the surveyors from the fulfilment of their contracts 
at the original times specified. 
In the Greensburg district there have been returned to this office field-
. notes of seventeen townships, ten of which remain to be approved. 
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In the southeastern district there have been returned field-notes of fi 
townships, some of which are fractional, besides several plats of pri 
claims, of which fourteen townships remain to be approved. 
In the southwestern district there have been returned six townsh' 
five of which are not yet approved. 
In the northwestern district three townships have been returned, 
not yet approved. 
In the district north of Red river :five townships have been retu 
the maps of two of which have not yet been made out. 
'l'he operations of the force of this office during the past year have b 
as follows: . 
'fo the General Land Office there have been transmitted twenty s 
· township maps and twenty-four diagrams, representing surveys of pri 
claims and public lands; and in connexion with the current busin 
of the office and other demands, about one hundred letters have been 
written to that office. 
To the register of the Greensburg district there have been sent t 
maps, forty-one plats of claims, and about nineteen letters. 
'ro the register of the southwestern district have been sent seven town-
ship maps, forty-five plats of private claims, four diagrams, and .... about 
nineteen letters. 
To the register of the northwestern district have been sent one map, 
two diagrams, and three 'letters. 
To the register of the district north of Red river three township maps, 
two diagrams, and three letters, have been sent. 
The correspondence with deputy surveyors and individuals has amounted, 
on the part of this office, to the number of about two hundred and thirty· 
six letters. 
I respectfully call your attention to the claim of the Baron de Bastrop, 
lying in the district north of Red river, in the northern part of this State. 
' 'l~his claim extends over about thirty -five townships of some of the finest 
lands in the district; and if the lands belonged to the government and 
were surveyed, a considerable revenue" would be realized by their sale. 
The titles of this claim should, as soon as possible, be definitively settled 
by some action of Congress, so that settlers might secure themselves 
homes, 'either from the · government or from the present owners of the 
claim. The uncertainty touching the titles to this land, as to whether it 
is public or private property, has prevented, and will still prevent, tl}e set-
tlement of this part of the State to the extent it otherwise would if this 
uncertainty were removed. 
The same remarks are applicable to the lands embraced within the 
limits of the Maison Rouge claim. The ·original survey of this claim has 
been declared by the Supreme Court of the United States, (in the case of 
the United States vs. King & Coxe, 3d H@ward, page 773,,) to be ante-
dated aud fraudulent, and I urgently recomrr.end that complete surveys 
of the townships embraced within this claim be ordered, so that they cau 
be completed while the present surveyors are upon the ground. 
These townships are no\\;. under contract, and the resurveys are being 
executed in conformity with Commissioner's instructions of Jnnuary 1, 
1849; but I really cannot conceive what benefit will accrue to the govern· 
mentor to individuals by such partial surveys. 'rhe clai.m extends about 
30 miles in latitude on the west side of the "Vashita river; and about 25! 
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miles in latitude on the east side thereof, and extends back from said river 
a distance of several miles, a.ud covers most of the valuable lanrls on that 
river, within the above limits, ·and the portions of townships outside of 
said claim and immediately adjacent thereto would not, in my opinion, 
::;ell in sufficient quantities to pay for the expense of surveying them. 
It is now nearly thirty-l'even years since the above claims were reported 
by the commissioners; and as the act of Congress of 3d ~March, 1811, ap· 
pears to forbid the sale of any lands the claim to which has been pre-
sented to the commissioners for confirmation, "till after the final decision 
of Congress thereon,' 1 it is absolutely necessary for the security of indi-
vidual interests that something determinate should be done by Congress 
in the premises. 
When the surveys now under contrat!t, and the proposed surveys, are 
executed, this district ''rill be nearly complete, with the exception of the 
lands Within the two claims above men tio11ed; -
In the southeastern district; errors in the old surveys, in the protraction 
of the old maps, and in the calculation of areas, are 'frequently discovered. 
In two instances which I will cite, these errors are so flagrant as to throw 
much discredit upon the original surveys, if not their utter condemnation. 
In the parish of Plaquemine, on the east side of the Mississippi river, the 
surveyor who made the old surveys has returned field-notes, from which 
maps have been constructed and approved, and sales made thereupon, in 
which he has represented the side lines of the front lots which front upon 
the Mississippi river as extending forty arpents in depth; whereas, by a 
traverse of the lakes and bays along the gulf coast made by surveyors-
within a few years past, and adjacent to those old surveys, it appears that 
in many places the distance from the river to these lakes or bays is not 
much more than half that distance. 
This v-ariance between the old ahd new surveys was reported to you in 
my letter of 1st of August last, and is now referred to, to sustain the esti-
mates for their proposed resurvey. 
I also refer to examinations made by Thomas H. Weightman, deputy 
surveyor, (in whose skill and· faithfulness the utmost reliance can be 
placed,) of the old surveys in townships IS, 19, and 20, range 18 east, and 
in tO\vnsbip 18, -.range 19 east, west of the Mississippi river. He made a 
traverse of the west bank of Little Caillon from the north boundary of tbwn-
ship 18, range 18 east, down to the front corner· of lots 88 and 89 in town-
ship 20, range 18 east, and found the southing to be seventeen miles and 
about forty-five chains; whereas, by the old township maps the sonthing 
would be about sixteen mile~ and sixty-eight chains; thus showing a dif-
fetence in latitude of about fifty-seven chains between the old surveys 
and the late examination. In t.ownship 18, range 18 east, about fifteen 
comers and lines on the bayou were fouud; in townships 19 and 20, 
rallge · 18 east, only the ~oruers in eaeh \Vere found. In township 20, 
range 18 east, on or near the line between lots eight and nine, the 
distance from Little Caillon to the bayou Terre Bonne was found to be 
about forty-two chains; whereas the old field-notes and. to\vnship map 
show a distance of 116 chains 36 links. For further information on this 
subject, I refer you to a petition from the settlers in township 20, range 18 
east, transmitted to your office on the 18th of September, 1847. 
Upon examination of the towuship maps in this State, I have perceived 
that man~- t'f theq1 have been approved by the surveyor south of Tcnnes-
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see, after tl1e date of the ·act ·of Congress establishing the office of su 
g~neral for this State. In the case of Jourdan et als. vs. Barrett et 
4th vol. H@ward, page 169, the Supreme Court of the United States 
in substance declared, that ·after the 3d of March, 1831, the surveyor 
of Tennessee had .no powers to approve a survey. 
This is a s,ubject of so much importance, that ;r think Congress sh 
be called upon to pass a law legalizing the aets of the surveyor south 
Tennessee so far as the date of his official signatLHe was concerned. 
No appropriation for surveys having been made by the last Congress 
the fiscal _year ending June 30, 1850, the force of this office will be di•·<>l'1·ott '1Ht' 
in bringing up the work in arrears, in examining returns of surveyors as 
fast as th~y are brought into the office, and in reprotracting the old incom. 
plete surveys, so as to determme what is wanting to compl~te them. 
In the estimates for the expenses of this office and for the salaries of its 
.officers, I have, ,so far as eonsistent with the requirements of the public 
service, endeavored to have economy in view; and when it is taken into 
consideration that there are ,now returned for examination to this office 
the field-notes of about forty townships, and many more expected to be 
returned, under existing contracts, during the coming year, the resurveys 
in which being very complicated, and their examination in the office, in 
connexion with the confirmations and former surveys of claims, tedious 
and laborious,. requiring for this service officers of ability and experience, 
in addition to which the curren·t duties of the office to be fulfilled, it is 
hoped that the amoi'Jnt will not be deemed extravagant for the · 
expected to be rendered. 
Respectfully submiHed. -
Very re5lpectfully, your ·obedient servant, 
Hon. J. BuTTERFIELD, 
R. W. BOYD, 
Surveym· General of Louisiana. 
Commissioner of the General Land Office. ,· 
I 
P. S.-Just before signing this document, I received from John Camp-
bell, deputy surveyor, a bool\: of field-notes in township 11 south, range 4 
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334 Doc. ·No.6 
A.- Tetbular statement of sun)e 
=- ~ 
. I E . 
c .... 
Date. Name ·of ~ontract-0r District. Expiration of Time -e.xtended. , "g ·e 





Nov .. 20, 1840 H. 0. Terrell ~ •••••• South west-ern . May20, 1841 . ..... -~ ..... 
~ 
~ 
-. ., ,.( 
-.... •. 
No-v. ~3, 1840 John H. Dickerson .. •••••• d() •••••. July 1, 1841 .............. 
• • #\. ' ,_ 
. 
'·' .. .. ... ',- \ 
-~ ·.~ ,· 
L. I' 
Oct. 3, 1842 Richardson & Powell. Southeastt:rn ... July 1, 1843 July 1, 1846 
Oct. 7, 1842 Walsh & Campbell •• Southwestern .. July 31, 1843 Jan. I, 1848 
,,·, ' '. ) ·'. •, J 
'• J \ 
.. . ' I\ .. ..!.. \' 
l _, " 
Oct. 28, 1842 Andrew Crawford .•• ~outheastern .. Jan. 1, I843 ....... ......... 
Dec. 23, 1844 Walsh & Bates. .•••• Greensburg .•• Aug. I, 1845 July 1, 1849 




Jan. 20, 1845 A. G. Thorn .••••••• , ••••. do •••••• June I, 1845 Nov. 1, 1849 416 
· Aug. I, 1845 Silas Taylor •••••• : . .••••• do .••••. Aug. 1, IS46 . • . : ••• do ••• ~·· 345 
Dec. 1, 1846 J . C. Ta.y~or ........ . • • , , .do •••• ,. Dec • 1, 1847 Aug. I, 1849 
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< <1 
$1,500 00 •••••••••••• See account, amounting to $9,094, voucher No.4, lst quar· 
ter of 1844, for township 3, range 3 east; townships 5 and 
6, range 4 east; township 8, ranges 2, 3, and 4 east: up-
40n which Terrell admits to have received $1,180. Account 
for townRhip 5 south, range 4 east, amounting to $1,514 17, 
approved September 26, 1848, and sent up September 28, 
· 1848. Field-notes in township 6 south, range 4 east, re-
turned, but not yet finally examined; supposed to require 
correction. ' 
1, 000 00 • • • • • • • • • • • • Field-notes returned, but not finally examined. They will 
require correction; which Dickerson has thus fat· failed to 
perform, although required by surveyor general's letters of 
March 11 and May 17, 1848. See accoU,nts, amounting 
to $8,385 42, beiAg voucher No. 1, 1st quarter of 1843, 
and vou~er No. 6, 1st quarter of 18~4, for townships 8, - I 
9, and 10 south, ranges 5 and 6 east: Dickerson admits to 
have received '$4,132. 
5, 000 oo· $16, 508 75 'Phis contract cancelled October 12, 1846. The surveys have 
all been returned, but have not all been e1;:amined. 
1, 104 00 ..... ("') ••• , Contract cancelled October 13, 184 7, except for townships 
3J384 00 10 and 11 south, ranges 3 and 4 east; and to eompl£:te 
these, they were allowed untU January 1, 1849. Field-
. I 
, '. 
notes in township 10, range 4 east, returned, but not ex-
amined. See voucher No.2, 1st quarter of 1844, being an 
account for townships 10 and 11, range 4 east, amounting 
to $2,026 61, and voucher No. 1, 2J quarter of 1844, be-
ir.~g for townships 10 and 11 south, range 3 e11st, amount-
Ing to $1.423 58, and voucher No. 10, 3d quarter of 1844, 
for towrships 10, 11, and 12 south, range 7 west, amount-
ing to• $777 25. . 
5 & 8 . 1, 300 00 .• , , ••••••... Notes .r;eturned of township 5, ranges 10 anq 11 east, but 
not final! y examined. See voucher No. 5, 1st quarter of 







amounting to $2,498 85. 
3, 418 00 .•••••••••• , Field-notes in townships 2, 3, 4, and 5, range 1 east, town-
ships 3, 4, and 5, range 1 west, township 5, range 2 west, 
and township 2, range 5 west, have been returned, but are 
insufficient for office purposea. Contract annulled May 1, 
1849, for townships 2, 3, and 4, range.2 west, townships 
2 and 3, range 3 west, and townships 2 and 3, range 4 






the former returns. Notes are returned to surveyor. 
1, 999 80 Field-notes all returned and approved, except township 2, 
range 3 east, which, although returned, requires some ad-
ditional surveying to complete it. 
3, 876 87 Except township 5, range 13 east, all the field-notes have 
been returned, and, except township 4, range 12 east, have 
been approved and paid for. Townsh1p 4, range 12 east, 
will soon be sent up. 
2, 481 65 Townships 7 and 8, range 1 west, townships 7 and 8, range 
1 east, township 7, range 2 east, township 8, ranges 8 and 
9 east, and township 9, ranges 8 and 9 east, have not yet 
been returned; surveys are in progress. 
599 41 Township 1, ranges 12, 13, and 14 east, not yet returned; 
township 1, ranges 8 and 9 east, returned, but not yet 
exall}ined.; township 1, range 11 east, approved and paid 
for. 
#Just before signing ~his document, I received from John Cam.pb~ll, depu~:y: surveyor, a book 
of field-notes in township 11 south, range 4 east, Southwestern d1stnct, Louisiana. 
336 Doc. No.5. 
'I 
Date. Name of contractor. DiBtrict. ' Expiration of me extended. 
contract. 
.. , ----- ------------ -----
Nov. 8, 1847 Joseph Troskolawski. Greensburg ... July 1, 1848 Jan_. 1, 1849 
Dee. 15, 184 7 Henry Washington .. North of Red Dec. 15, 1848 Ma,r. 1, 1850 
~river. 
Mar. 15, 1817 Albert G. Phelps •••• Southwestern. Sept.25, 1847 ....... ~ ...... 355 
Jan. 7, 1848 W. J. McCulloh .•••• North of Red Jan .' 1, 1849 Mar. 1, 1850 
river . 
... 
. • •• ..1 
Jan. Q8, 1~48 A. G. Phelps •••..••• S'thwestern & 
north of Red 
July 1' 1848 Dec. 1, 1848 150 
river. 
Feb. 14, 1848 George W. Morse .•. Northwestern . . . • •• . do ••••.. .............. 125 
Feb. 15, 1848 Aaron Vandorn ••.••. North of Red Dec. 1, 1848 .............. 1\!0 
river. 424 
Mar. 11, 1848 A .. L Fields ........ Southwestern . . ..... do ...... Dec. 1, 1849 485 
May 30, 1848 G. S. Walmsley .•.•• Northwestern. Jan. I, 1849 Jan. 1, 1850 50 
275 
July 17, 1848 Samuel Perin, jr .•••. Southeastern .. .•••.• do ...... ............. 140 
Dec. 19, 1848 Samuel C. Hepburn .. G,reensburg ... Dec. 1, 1849 ·············· 275 
Dec. 30, 1848 C. J. Cabell .•••••••. . • • • • . do .•••• . July 1, 1849 ............. 210 
Jan. Q6, 1849 Aaron Vandorn ..••.. North of Red Nov. 1, 1849 May 1, 1850 122 
river. 221 
Feb. 13, 1849 Wilson C. Robert ..•. South western . May 1, 1849 .............. 216 
Feb. 24, 1849 W. W. Farmer ...... North of Red 
ri-ver. 
Feb. 1, 1850 .............. 375 
Apr. 28, 1849 W. J. McCulloh ..... Greensburg, .. Jan. 1, 1850· ............ ,.. 180 
May 12, 1849 Joseph Troskolawski .•••.. do ..•••. May 1, 1850 .............. 370 
May 17, 1849 Aaros Vandam •.••• Southeastern ... Oct. 1, 1849 . ............. 60 
.t . . . . .. 
May 17, 1849 A. W. Warren ••••• .••••. do ...... May 17, 1850 .............. 
SunvEYOR GENERAL's OFFICE, 
Doncldsonville, La., October 18, 1849. ,.. ., 
:· "J ·.'·•.· .. . .. .. · ., . ' ·'1· , .. 
(" ·'•[. 
.·." ., . . ~ .. -.. ' .. .... . ' . ' 
' I ., "' I • 
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465 05 
1, 920 89 
705 12 






Field-notes all returned; township 1, range 3 east not yet 
examined; balance of the oontract complete, and accounts 
sent up. 
Township 13, range 3 east, and township 15, range 2 east, 
r eturned and paid for; balance of the surveys ar•e in pro~ 
~res>'. 
Township 3 north, ran~;e 1 east, returned, but not finally 
ex:1mined; township 3 north, rttnge 2 west, wlinquished; 
baltlnce of the contract completed and paid for. 
Townships 16 and 17 north, range 2 cast, and township 16, 
range 4 ea~t, returned, appro 1·ed, and paiu for; balance of 
the contract not ytt returned, on account of high waters. 
Additional survey in township 17 north, ran~;e 2 east, to 
be made. See Commissioner's letters of October 2, ld48, 
relative to Juan Ftthiol's claim. ' 
All the surveys, except township 3 north, range 2 west, re-
turned; township 5 north, range 4 west, nearly ready to 
be approv-ed ; township 5 north, range 3 west, not yet 
finally exan1ined. 
F'ie!J-riotes rettJmed, 'but not finally- examined. 
Townships 16 and 17, range 8 eaat, relinqui:>hed; balance 
of tire Rtuveys returned and approved. The account for 
township 23 nort:n, range 12 east, not yet sent up. 
No returns have yet been made . 
N u returns have yet been marie. 
Township 13, rM.ge 1~ ea<;t, returned, approved, and paid 
for; township 12, range 19 east, returned, but not yet ex-
amined. 
Town::Jhip 2, nnges 12 ·and 13 east, and township 3, range 
12 east, approved an J pa:tl for; town,;I.ip 3, range 13 east, 
returned, but not finally examined; balance of the contract 
not yet returned. 
Field-notes all returr'led; township 2, range 8 east, approved 
and paid for. 
No returns have yet b€en made. 
F'ield-no'es of the tnwerse of Bayou De Glaise have been 
returned, Lut have not yet been examined. 
No retums have yet been made. 
Field-notes returned, but' not yet examined. 
No returns have yet been made . 
No returns have yet been made. See surveyor general's 
report, dated Au~ust 27, 1849, upon the claims of La-
fayette warrant No. 3, and Ursin Boulig'1y, register and 
receiver's report No. 500, in township 3, range 8 east,. 
Southeastern district, La. 
No returns have yet been made. 
* Originally $6, increased to $8 per mile. 
R. W. BOYD, 
Sttrveyor General, Louisiana. 
Part ii-22 
B. 
Statement showing the liabilities of the surveyor general's qffice at Donaldsonville, La., for surveys under contracts and 
instructions in the "four other districts." 















































----------------1--1--· !. t I I 1-------------
Southwr stt rn district. 
Township 6 south, range 4 east ••••••••••. :1200 
Township 8 south, range 5 east; township 
8 south, range 6 east; township 9 south, 
range 5 east; township 9 south, range 6 
east; town~>hip 10 south, range 5 east; 
township 10 south, range' 6 east. · 
Township 10 south, range 3 east ; township 
10 south, range 4 east; township 11 south, 
range 3 east; township 11 south, range 4 
east. 
Township 3 north, range 1 east, 50 mi·Ies; I 60 
township 4 north, range 1 east, 10 miles . . 
Southwestern and northwestern district. 
Township 3 north, range 2 west, 60 miles; 1142 
township 5 north, range 3 west, 50 miles; 
t.owno!Ship 5 north, range 4 west, 32 miles. 
$8 1 ......... l$1, 6~5 82 H. 0. Terrell. .•••••• 1 Nov. 20, 1840 
8 I .......... I 8, 385 42 John H. Dickerson .. I Nov. 23, 1840 
8 1 .......... 1 3,450 19 Walsh & Campbell*.! Oct. 7, 1842 
8 I .......... 1 480 oo A. G. Phelps •••••• ·I Mar. 25, 1847 
8 1 .......... 11,136 00 \ .••••• do •••••••••••. \ Jan. 28,1848 
This township not yet examined, and 
may require correction. (See voucher 
No.4, ]st quarter of 1844, wherein 
this township is charged for, amount· 
ing to $1,625 82.) 
Field notes retnrned, but not fully ex-
amined; will require correction. (See 
accounts, voucher No. 1, 1st quarter 
of 1843, and voucher No.6, 1st quar-
ter of 1844, amgunting to $8,385 42.) 
Township 10 south, r,ange 4 east, the 
only township returneE!. (See vouch-
er No.2, 1st qr. 1844, and voucher 
No. 1, 2rl qr. of 1814, amounting to 
$3,450 19.) 
Field notes returned, but not yet :finally 
examined. 











Township 7 south, range 2 east, 70 mileei; 1485 
township 7 south, rar1ge a east, 70 miles; 
township 7 south, range 4 east, 120 miles; 
township 8 south, range 2 east, 80 miles j 
township 8 south, range 3 east, 60 miles; 
township 8 south, range 4 east, 85 miles. 
Township 1 north, range 7 east, 60 miles, 1216 
and traver5e of Bayou Des Glaizes, in 
townships 1 ar.d 2 north, range 5 east; 
town~hip 1 north, range 6 east, and town• 
ship 1 south, range 6 east. 
Examination of Rightor and McCollam's 
surveys in town11hip 17 south, range 9 east, 
Northwestern district. 
Towmhip 9 north, range 7 west, 190 miles; 1;:!30 
part of townshif!J 9 north, range 8 west, 20 
miles; township 9 north, range 6 west, 9 
miles; township 8 north, range 7 west, 6 
miles; township 8 north, range 8 west, 5 
miles. 
Township 7 north, range 6 west, 125 miles; 1275 
township 8 north, ra1.ge 6 west, 150 miles. 
Township 10 north, range 8 west, 50 miles.. 50 
North of Red ri'Ver. 
Township 14 north, range 3 east, 80 miles; 1520 
township 15 north, range 3 ea!!:t, 80 miles; 
townshilJ 12 north, range 4 east, 70 miles; 
township 13 north, range 4 east, 80 miles; 
township 14 north, range 4 east, 70 miles; 
township 15 north, range 4 east, 70 miles; 
towm~hip 12 north, range 5 eRst, 70 miles. 
Township 17 north, range 2 east, 50 miles; l2i0 
township 16 north, range 3 east, 70 miles; 
township 17 north, range 3 east, 80 miles; 
township 17 north, range 4 east, 70 miles. 
Township 23 north, range 12 east, 80 miles, .I 80 
8 1 .......... I 3, 880 00 A. L . Fields •••••••. I Mar. 11, 1848 r No surveys returned. 
8 I .......... I 1, 728 oo W. c, Robert ....... 1 Feb. 13, 1849 I F'.leJd .. notes of the traverse of Bayou 
Des Glaizes returned, but not vet 
examined . • 
$150 00 1 .......... j A. L . Pielda ........ j July 21, 1849 J Report made, but not yet acted upon. 
Tha surveyor is to receive $5 per 




l 200 00 
1,840 00 
2,200 00 
8 1 .......... I 4,160 00 
8 I. ......... I 2, 160 00 
8 It • • •• •• • • • ·640 00 
G. W . Morse ••• ,, •• 1 Feb. 14, 1848 ! Surveys returned, but not finally ex• 
amined , 
G , S. Walmsley ••••. 1 May 30, 1848 I Surve}'S not returned. 
Henry Washington .. / Dec. 15, 1847 I Surveyfl are in progress. 
W m. J. McCulloh , .! Jan. 7, 1848 I Surveys not yet returned. 
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'§ Q) 0 
'8 a. ..... p..;::: 
Districts and description of surveys .. 0 ..... c.:~.s .... Q) o;~ Q) p.. 
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~ z ~ 
, 
Township 16 north, range 8 east, 60 miles; 120 $6 .......... 
township 17 north, range 8 east, 60 miles. 
8 Township 18 north, range 3 east, 90 miles; 220 ••••CI..•.Q.••• 
township ] 8 north, range 4 east, ] 30 miles. 
Township 19 north, range 3 east, 80 miles; 375 8 .......... 
township 20 north, range 3 east, 80 miles; 
township 19 north, range 4 east, 100 miles; 
township 20 north, range 4 east, 115 miles. 
So·utheastern district, west ef the river. 
Township ll south, range 15 east, 105 miles; 19.2 6 . ........ 
township 12 south, range 15 east, 70 milea, 
township 12 south, range 16 east, 17 miles, 
Southeastern distr-ict, cast ofllte river. 
Township 14 south, range 13 east, 4 miles; 49.3 8 .... , ..... 
township ]5 south, range 13 east, 3 miles; 
township 16 sr uth, range 13 east, 12 miles; 
township l3 south, nwge 14 east, 9 miles; 
township 16 south, range 14 east, 14 miles; 
township 14 south, nwge 14 east, 80 miles~ 
town!>hip 17 south, range 15 east, 53 miles; 
township 15 south, range 14 east, 14 miles; 
township 18 south, range 15 east, J 4 miles j 
township 18 south, range 16 sast, 129 miles; 
township 19 south, range I 6 east, 46 miles i 












$720 00 1 Aaron Vandorn ..... 
1,760 00 I 
1 
3,000 00 vV, W, Farmer , ••.. 
\. 
1,152 OQ 
3,944 ou Richa•·dson & Powell. 
' 
I 
Dates of con~ 
tracts or in· 
structions. 
-. 
Jan. 26, 1849 
Feb. 24, 1649 
• 
Oct, 3, 1842 
Rem~rks. 
-
Surveys not yet retur~ed, 
Do, c\o 
' . ~ 
" 
Surveys returned, but not all e~am-
ined. The :fleld .. notes of the last lQ 
townshirs were returned September 
4, 1849, but the :;:urveys were made 
prior to October 12, 1846, when t.\\q 










township 1~ south, range 18 ea5lt, 12 miles; 
townf'hip 19 south, mnge 19 east, 4 miles; 
township 20 south, range 18 east, 6 miles; 
township 20 south, range 19 eRst, 7 miles; 
towmhip 21 south, range J8 east, 2 milrs; 
township 21 south, range 19 east, 6 miles! 
township 22 south, range 19 cast, 5 miles; 
township 22 south, rtmge 20 east, I Smiles; 
township 22 11outh, range 2l east, 21 miles; 
township 23 south, range 21 east, 2 miles. 
Sout!tea6tern district, tce~t of 1iver. 
Township 5 scuth, range 9 east; township 5 
south, tunge 10 cast; township 5 south, 
range 11 east; parts pf ~owns hip 4 south, 
range 10 east; part of townsh1p 6 south, 
range 10 eaflt. 
Township 12 south, range 19 east •••.•••••• 
t:I'ownship 3 south, range 8 east ••••••••••.. 
Township 12 south, rRnge 2U east; township I 
13 south, range 20 east; towmbip 131 
south , range 23 east; township 13 south, 
range 24 east; township 18 south 1 range 
25 east; township 14 south, range :231 
east; township 14 sourh, rnn!:'e 24 east; 
township ] 4 south, range 25 cast; town-
ship ti south, range 9 tast. ~ 




Township 11 south, range 2 east; township .J 
lJ south, range 4 east; town!>hip 11 
south, range 5 east; township 12 south, 
range 5 east. 
Parts of township 8 south, range 1 west, 1 I 14 
mile; township 9 south, runge l west, 2 
miles; township 8 south, range 1 east, 9 
miles; township 9 s., range 2 east, 2 miles. 
Northeast and west boundaries of township I 13 
9, range l east, 13 miles. 
an:rl I .......... 12, 498 851 Andrew Crawford , . ·1 Oct. 28, Hl4~ I Field-notes of township 5, ranges 1 jj 
and ll cast, returned, but not finally 
examined. (See voucher No, 5, lst 




540 00 I Samu ol p,.; n, jr ..•• ·1 July 17, 1848 1 Field-nntoa returned ; not yet fully ex-
ammed. 
8 .......... 480 00 Aaron Vandorn; ..... May 17, 1849 Surveys not yet returned. _ 
81 .. , •• : • •• J 4, 500 00 I A, W. Warren .. : .. 1 May 17, I849 1Nn ourveys have yet been returned. 
6 le • • •• •• • • • M 00 I E. D. Richart: son ••• I Oct. 5, 1841 I Sur~eys teturned ahd approved. 















~ 0.. ~ 
'§ ~ £ ~ 
'§ 0,.. Dates of con-
""' o..c ""t:j Districts and descriptior. of snrveys. 0 ce.s ~ Surveyors' names. tracts or in- Remarkg, .... ~ (da$ c structions . ..8 0.. ~ 
a .~ 
~ s 
s:: ~ ... o 
~ ~ ~ z ~ C!:1 < 
---
Southeastent district, west of Tiver. 
I 
Examination in township 18, ranges 18 and ... , ..... $341 50 ·········· Thos. H. Weightman April 5, 1848 Report made, from which it is evident 19 east; township 19 south, runge 18 east, & verbal in- that a resurvey of these townships 
ana township 20 south, range Hl east, Hructions in should be made . (See estimate for 
July, 18Ml. propqsed S!,lrveys.) 
691 50 $50, 442 2~ 
; 
Amount qf unexpended appropriations, at $4. 1 •••••••• 18,923 03 
-, ----
Balance which should be carried to th~ credit of appro-
priations, at augmented rates . .....• , •••••• ,,,, .••. 18,231 53 
Amount of unexpended appropriations, at augmented rates , •• , • , • 19,891 89 
~~--~ 
Balance to be appropriat~d to rqeet the above liabilities, at aug. 
men ted rates . , •. , •.•••.••• . •..•••.•••. •-• • •••••••••••• • .•.• 30,550 39 
... 
- . 
. *Just before signing this document I received from John Campbell, deputy surveyor, a book Qf field'!'notes in township 11 south, range 4 east, southwestern 
district, Louisiana. 
§ufi.VEfOit GJJ:NERA.~'II OffJq:, l)onalc{sonville1 La,, Oclo~er 18, 1841!1 











Statement showing tlze liabilities of the surveyor [(eneral's qjfice at Donaldsonville, Louisiana, for sur·veys under contracts 
in the "Greensburg district: Louisiana." .. ' 
Date of con• 
tracts. 
Surveyors' names. 
Dec. 23, 1844 I Walsh & Bates ...... 
Jan. 20, 1845 A. G. Thorn •••••••. 
Aug. 1, 1845 Silas Taylor •••••••. 
Dec. 1,1846 J. C. Taylor ,u••••· 
Oct. ~5, 1847 I Silas Taylor ........ 
Nov. 8, 1847 l Josepli Troskolawski 
Townships. 
Townsh1p 2 Bouth, range 1 east, 90 miles; 
township 3 south, range 1 east, 60 miles; 
township 4 south, range 1 east, 80 mil es; 
township 5 south, range 1 east, 70 miles; 
township 3 south, range 1 west, 140 ~iles; 
township 4 south, range 1 west, 90 miles; 
township 5 south, rangPo 1 west, 120 miles. 
Township 5 south, range 2 west, 70 miles; 
township 2 south, range 5 west, 70 miles. 
Township 2, range 3 east ................. . 
Township 4, range 12 east, 110 miles; 
township 5, range 13 east, I 00 miles. 
Township 1, range ] west, 90 miles; town-
~:< hip~. range 1 west, 60 miles; township 
7, range 1 east, 100 miles; township 8, 
range 1 east, 90 miles; township 7, range 
2 east, 90 miles; town~:Jhip 8, range 8 east, 
40 miles; township B, range 9 east, 60 
miles; township 9, range 8 east, 10 miles; 
township 9, range 9 east, 20 miles. 
Township 1, range 8 east, 80 miles; town· 
ship 1, range 9 east, 80 miles; township 
1, range 12 east, 70 miles; township J, 
range 13 east, 70 miles; tow.nsh1p 1, range 
14 east, 100 miles. 









































Field-notes in these townships were returned 
to the office, but having been found insuffi-
cient they have been delivered to the survey· 
or, D. E Bates, with the understanding that 
if his securities consent to remain on the 
bond, time will be allowed to the surveyor 
to complete a part of these townships. 
Notes returned, but require additional surveys 
to complete township. 
Field-notes of township 4, range 12 east, have 
been returned. 
Sur'feys not yet returned. 
FieJd .. notes of township I, ranges 8 and 9 east, 
returned, but not yet fully examined. 













Dec. 19, 1848 
Dec. 30, 1848 
Apr. 28, 1849 
May 12,1849 
Surveyors' names. 
Samuel C, Hepburn .. 
C. J. Cabell ..••••.•. 
"'William J. McCulloh. 
Joseph Tros}\olawski. 
Townships. 
Township 3, range 13 east, 90 miles; town-
ship 4, rang-e 13 east, 80 miles; township 
2, range 14 east, 80 miles ; township 3, 
range 14 east, 30 miles; towiJship 4, ran?"e 
l4 ea!!lt, 5 miles; township 5, range 14 
east, 25 miles, 
Townshjp 4, range 7 east, 90 miles; town-
ship 3 .. range 8 east, 90 miles; township 2, 
range 9 eRst, 83 miles; towm:hip 3, range 
9 east, 70 mtles. 
Township 4, range 2 east, 90 miles; town-
shir 4, range 3 east, 90 mileii!. 
Township 1, range 2 west, !:10 miles; town-
ship 2, range 2 west, 100 miles; township 
3, range 2 west, 100 miles; township 4, 
range 2 west, 80 miles. 
To which should be added 1he following unsettled accounts, viz: 
George C. V:u;;>;andt, sent up Decem ber 22, 1846 ..... ~· , ...................... . 
G. F. Connelly, sent lJP December 29, 1846 ....•..•.•.•••..•.•.•.••••..•.•••• 
I-I. T. \VJ!liams, sent up June 30, H:47 .•.. , ................................. . 
Total amount of liabilities ....•..••..•.•. ,,,, •.••..•.•...••••.•.• 
Of the several appropriations for this district, there remains the sum of ..••• -. ••••.. 
Balance .•..•• ,, •••••••• , ••••••• , •••••.• ~ •.•••••••• : ••••••••••. 
ISIJ!'I-VE¥OJI. GENER4L's OFFICE, Donaldsonville7 Louisiana1 QctobeT 18, 184~. 
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310 l $8 
333 I 8 I 
180 I 8 
370 8 
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"'"l''"l ........... .......... 





Field-notes of township 3, range 13 east, re-
turne4. 
2, 664 00 I Field-not~Js all returned, 
l, 440 00 I Field .. notes returned , 









22,659 03 ' 
3,211 88 to be appropriated to meet the above liabilities, 






















N orth of Red rive1·. 
Township 1 north, range 8 east •..••••••••.••. 75 
Township lO nor1h, range 8 east ..•....•••••.•• 20 
Township 8 north, range 5 east ••.•.•••••••••. 80 
Northwe5te1·n district. 
Township 6 north, runge 6 west. ••••••••••••.. 2:) 
Township 9 north, range 8 west ...••••••.••... 20 
Township 10 north, range 9 west .•.••.•••.•••.. 60 
Township 11 north, range 9 west .•.••••••• , •••. 20 
Township 21 north, range 13 west ..•..•••••••.. 66 
Southwestern district. 
Township 5 south, range 1 east ••••.••..•.•••. 80 
Township 6 south, ral'lge 1 east ....••.•.••.•.. 80 
Township 3 south, range 2 east ••••••••.••••.. 60 
Township 2 :"outh, range 3 east .•••••...•••... 10 
Town:ship 15 south, range 7 east .••••.•••• , •••• 30 
I 
~ 
OJ). ::s (J1 
'8 c;:!l ~ ·e ... 
ll) ..,~ 
0... s:; .., 
ll) 
;:::s~ 
c -. ~ E ll) 
~ ~8 
--
$8 $fi00 00 
8 160 00 
8 640 00 
8 160 00 
8 160 oo. 
8 4b0 uo 
8 160 00 
6 396 00 
8 64(') 00 
8 640 00 
8 480 00 
8 80 00 
8 240 00 
Remarks • 
Appears to have been partially surveyed, but no field-notes are in the office. 
Additional surveys in the eastern portion of the township should be maLic, 
so as to complete the township. 
Claims to be surveyed, and probably the section lines. A complete resur-
vey recommended. 
Claims to be resurveyed, and connexions to be made to the township and 
section lines. 
Claims to be I'Uryeyed and connected to the township and section lines. 
Old ~mrveys by McMichael are very defective. A complete resurvey neces-
sary. 
Locations of claims to be made at the southeast corner of the township, 
south of Red river, arid connexions necessary. 
Original surveys. 
Old surveys are not sufficient to construct a complete map. A complete re-
survey will, no doubt, be necessary. 
Do do do do 








Cor.rective and additional ~urveys of claims. Connexions to b«: made. ~ 
\Jlatms tv be surveyed, ancl add1ttonal surveys of detached portwns of pub· ~ 
lie lands, which a:re considered as saleable. Ql 






























Township 14 south, range 8 east .•••••••••••••• 
Township 15 south, range 13 east ............ .. 
Southeastern district, west of the Mississippi river. 
Township 13 south, range 13 east. •...••••••••. 
Township 14 south, range 13 east. ............ . 
Township 15 south, range 13 east •••••••••.•••• 
Township 12 south, range 14 east ••••••••.••••. 
Township 13 south, ran ge 14 east •• , .......... . 
Township 17 south, range 16 east. •••. , ..... ,,. 
Township 17 south, range 17 east .. , ••••• , ••••. 
Township 18 south, range 18 east ..•••• , •••••.. 
Township 19 south, range 18 east ............. . 
Township 20 south, range 18 east .•••.••••••••• 








































Additional surveys of detached portions of public lands, not represented 
upon the map, and whir.h are represented as saleable. 
Traverse of west bank of Alchafalaya river, to define the boundary of the 
southwestern district. • 
Locations of private Claims, not yet represented on the township map. 
Do do do do 
Traverse of east side of the Atchafalaya, to define the boundary of the 
southeastern district. 
Locations of claims, not yet represented on the map. East boundary to 
be retraced. ' 
Location of claims in the northwest corner of the township. 
Connex ions of se<':tion lines to the Robert Martin claim, (register's report 
I No. 34,) and to William Wilson's claim, (register's report No. 37.) 
Connexions of secti!ln lines to the Robert Martin claim, (register's report 
No. 34.) 
One claim to be surveyed; township partially examined by Thomas H. 
Weightman, deputy surveyor. Very few of the front corners of the 
lats on the we"t side of Bayou Little Caillon to be found. 
Township partially examined by Thomas H. Weightman, deputy sur-
veyor. Only one or two of the front corners of the lots on the west side 
of Little-CaJllon could be found . 
Township partially examined by Thomas H. W eightman, deputy sur-
vf. yor. Only one or two corners on the we~> t sK.le of the Caillon found. 
The distance from the Cai llon to the Terre· Bonne (nearly on the I ine 
between lots 8 and 9) i ~ only about 42 chains; whereas the old field-
notes and maps give a distance of 116.36 chains. 
Some examinations made by Thomas H. Weightman, 














!GO 00 I Claims not "pnsentsd upon the o!J map. To bs surveyed. 
Township 14 south, range 21 east ...•• , ••••.... 70 7 ~90 00 Ongma~ surveys arljacent to surveys fronting the Mississippi river. 
Township 13 south, range 22 east ••••••...•••.. 90 8 120 00 CorrectiVe and additional S\Hveys of private claims. 
Townsl:!ip )4 south, range 22 east •.•••.••.•••. 8U 7 560 00 Origiual surveys adjacent and back of lands fronting the Mississippi river. 
Southeastem di;h·ict, east of the Mississippi 1·iver. 




640 00 I Comctivs """Y' of claims and additional sumys nec"'"'Y to complete 
Township 13 south, range 
the township. 
8 east. •••.••••. , ••. 10 8 80 00 Corrective and additional surveys. The claims in the two last townships 
are so connected that the resurvey of one township involves a resurvey 
of the other. 
Township 11 south, range 9 east •••••••••••• ,. 10 8 80 00 Origiral surveys of claims extending into this township from township 12 
south, 8 east, and towtlship 12, range 9 east. 
Township 12 south, range 80 9 east ••••••••.••••• 8 G40 00 Surveys of claims atJd additional section-lines. 
Township 13 south, range 9 east •••••••.•••... 10 8 80 00 Surveys of claims depending upon the surveya in township 12, range 9 
east. 
Township 1~ south, range 10 east .•••••••••••.. 90 8 720 00 Locations of claims and additional section-lines to be surveyed. 
Township 13 south, range 10 east. ••••••••• , ••. 20 8 160 00 The sllrveys in these two last townships at·e so connected that a resurvey 
of one township involves a resurvey of the other. 
Township 12 south, range 11 east •••••••••••••. 150 10 1,500 00 New Orleans township containing numerous conflicting claims. I doubt 
whether a surveyor can be had to survey it even at the price I have es· 
tim& ted. 
Township 11 south, range 12 east. •.••••••••••. 15 8 120 00 Traverde of Lake Pontchartrais and as many section-lines as are practi· 
Township 16 south, range 13 east •••••••••••••. 
cable to be surveyed. 
60 8 480 00 *Claims to be surveyed which are not represented on the old map. 
Township 16 south, range 14 east ••••••••.•.••. 20 8 160 00 *Do do do do 
Township 17 south, range 14 east., ••• •.••••••• 70 8 560 00 ~Do do do do 
Township 17 south, range 15 east., ••••.••• , ••• 20 8 160 00 
Township 18 south, range 15 east .............. 40 8 320 00 
Township 18 soath, range 16 east ••.•••••••.... 40 8 320 00 *Do do do do 
Township 19 south, ran.ge 16 east ••.•••••. , •••• 60 8 480 00 *Do do do do 
Township 19 south, range 17 east .............. 60 8 4~U 00 *Do do do do 
------
16,938 00 to be appropnated for proposed surveys at augmented rates. 
*See surveyot· general's letter of August 1, 1849, to the Commissioner of the General Land Office, relative to the doubtful charaGter of the old surveys in 
these townships. · • 
SuRVEYOR GENERAL's OFFICE, Donaldsonville, La., Oct@ber 18, 1849. 










E. = ~ 
(1) 
Estimate for proposed surveys in the Greensburg district, St.ate of Louisiana,for the year ending June 30, 1851. 
Townships. 
Township 1 south, range 3 west .• 
Township 1 south, range 4 west .. 
Township 2 south, range ~ west .. 
Township 3 south, range 3 west .. 
Township 2 south, range 4 west.. 
Township 3 south, range 4 west .. 
Township 1 south, range 2 east •. 
Township 5 south, range 2 east.. 
Township 6 south, range 2 east •. 
Township 8 south, range 2 east.. 
Township 5 south, range 3 ea<Jt.. 
Township 6 south, range 3 east .. 
Township 7 south, range 3 east.. 
Township 8 somh, range 3 east,. 
Township 8 south, range 6 east.. 
Township 9 south, range 6 east •. 
Township 1 south, range IU east .. 



























































Do do do do. 
Do do do do. 
Do do do do. 
Full of claims. Old snrveys will not close in many instances, and some are not made 
according to the confirmation. A complete resurvey necessary. 
To be divided into front lots, per act' of Congress of March 3, 1811; and some claims to 
be located. 
Fult of claims. Old surveys in many instances will not close; which, to correct, may 
require a complete rrsurvey of the township. 
The claims on the river Amite, and Sandy creek, per old surveys, are defective; and, to 
correct and complete the township, a complete resurvey will be necessary. 
The claims on the rivers Comite and Amite, per old surveys, are defective; and, to cor-
rect and complete the township, a complete resurvey will be necessary. 
Full of claims. Old surveys misclosed, in many cases, and are otherwise defective; a 
complete resurvey is considered necessary. 
The claims on the Amite river, according to the old surveys, misclose in several instan-
ces, and must be resurveyed. Section Jines to be connected to the claims. 
The claims to be resurveyed, connexions to be taken: which will nearly amoblnt to a 
complete resurvey. 
The claims to be resurveyed, connexions to be taken, &c., &c. The whole township may 
require to be resurveyed. 
The old surveys of the claims misclose in many instances, which, to correct, will require 
u complete resurvey. 
Traverse of the Amite and Tickfaw necessary. Claims to be surveyed aad connexions 
to be taken. A complete resurvey is considered necessary. 







Old surveys of the claims misclose in many places, and connexions insufficient. A com-
Jete resurvey necessary. ~ . .o.-··c·,..,..~"' 
Township 2 south, range 10 east.. 100 8 800 00 
Township 3 somh, range 10 east.. 80 , 8 640 00 
Township 2 south, range 11 east. . 60 8 480 00 
Township 3 south, range 11 east .. 80 8 64Q 00 
Township 13 south, range 11 east .. 50 8 400 00 
Township 8 ·south, range 12 east.. 70 8 56@ 00 
Township 9 south, range 12 east •. 20 8 160 00 
Township 8 south, range 13 east .. 90 8 720 00 
Township 6 south, range 14 east. . 60 8 480 00 
Township 8 south, range 14 east,. 70 8 560 00 
Township 9 south, range 14 east .. 80 8 640 00 
Township 6 south, range 15 east.. 20 8 160 00 
Township 7 south, range 15 east. . 40 8 320 00 
----- --- ------
2,.210 ······ 17,680 00 
SuRNEYOR GENERAL's OFFICE, 
DonaldsonvWe, Lottisiana, October 18, 1849. 
Do do do do. 
Do do do do. 
Claims to be ~·esu~veyed,_ and connexions taken, to the ~ection lines. It is supposed that 
the old sectton hnes w11l not be found, and may reqUire resurveying. 
Do do do do. 
Claims to be re!'urveyed, old surveys defective. A complete resurvey required. 
Old ·surveys of claims misclose in several cases. Traverse of the Lake Po11tchartrain to 
be made. A complete resurvey necessary. 
Traverse of Lake Pontchartrain to be made, section lines to be run, &c. A complete re• 
survey necessary. 
Old surveys of claims misclose, and are otherwise defective. Connexions to be taken, 
Section lines should be retraced. A complete resurvey recommended. 
Old surveys of claims very defective. Traverse of Pearl river to be made, A complete 
resurvey required. 
Old surveys of claims mi~close ; old section lines should be retraced. A complete resur-
vey recommended. 
Do do do do. 
Situated on Pearl river; a complete survey necessary. 
Situated on Pearl river; has been partially surveyed. A complete survey recommended. 
to be appropriated for proposed surveys in the Greensburg district, Louisiana. 










350 Doc. No.5. 
F. 
Estimate. of funds required to be appropriated to meet the liabilities of 
surveying department in Loui~iana,Jor surveys now under contract, 
proposed surveys, and for the compensation of surveyor general, cl 
and contingent expenses of the surveyor general's ufjice, for the 






For liabilities of the department in the four other dis-
tricts, per document B ...... , .•. ,, .•.•..••••... , ............ $30,550 39 
For proposed surveys, ii'ICiuding 1 l' ~ e work, in the 
four other districts, per document D .••.•....•... ············ 16,938 00 For liabilities of the department in the Greensburg 
district, per document C .•••••..••••....•••••• , • ············ 3, 211 88 For proposed surveys, including office work, in the 
Greensburg district, per document E., ......•••.• ............ 17,680 00 
------
Total for surveys at augmented rates .•••••• ............ ............ $68,380 2 7 
Compensation of surveyor general and clerks. 
Salary of surveyor general. ....................... 
Salaries of clerks to be employed in the current busi-
ness of the office .••.••. , , •••.• , •..••••••.•.•.• 
Salaries of two clerks, to be employed in protracting 
and calculating surveyors' returns .• , ••••..•••••• 
Salary of one draughtsman, to be employed in copy-
ing maps and diagrams for transmission to the Gen-
era! Land Office and to the registers' offices .•••••. 
Salary of two clerks, ta reprotract old work, in order 
to discover what surveys are necessary in each 
township ••••••••••• , , •••••••• , ••••••• , , ••• , , , 
Total. ••••••• ,', •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Contingent expenses. 
Rent of rooms for surveyor general's office ..•••• , • , • 
Stationery, furniture, postage, (reight bills, &c ..•••. 
Fuel .•.••••••••••.•••••••.••••••••••..•.••••••• 
Servant's hire ....... , ••••••••••••• , ••••••••••••. 
Total. ••••••• ,, ••••••••••••• , •••• , .... 
Total of appropriations required .• , , ••••••. 
SuRVEYOR GENERAL's 0FFICE1 











------............ . . . . . . . . . . . . 1, 032 0 
---............ ............ 81,412 2 
R. W. BOYD, 






List of documents rep1'esenting surveys transmitted to the General Land Office, and to the district ojfices, since December 
6, 1848. 
General Land Office. Registers' offices. 
GREENSBURG DISTRICT. 
Sent up previous to June 1, 1849. 
Map oft. 1 S., r. 5 E ..................... Map oft. 1 S., r. 5 E ..••••••••••.•••..•••••. 
Map oft. 2 S., r. fiE ...••.••....•.••••••. Map oft. 2 S., r. 6 E .•••..•••..•.•••••..•••. 
Map oft. 2 S., r. 5 E ....•. _ •.•..•••.•••••. lVIap oft. 2 S., r. 5 E, ••••..•....•.•....•.••. 
Map oft. 2 S., r. 7 E ............•••.•••.. Map oft. 2 S., r. 7 E .•••.•.•.•••.••.••.••... 
Map oft. 3 S., r. 7 E ..•••.••••..••.•••.•. Map oft. 3 S., r. 7 E .•••.•.•••...•.•••.••... 
1 diagram ................................................................... , •.•.• , .. 
41 plats of claims ••••.•••••••••.••.•..•.••••. 
Map oft. 3 S., r. 12 E ...••••..••..•.••••. Map oft. 3 S., r. 12 E .•.••.•••.•••..••••••.. 
Map oft. 5 ~., r. 12 E ....... , ••......•... Map oft. 5 S., r. 12 E .........•.•.•...•..... 
Map oft. 1 S., r. 11 E ...•.•••••.•••••••.. Map oft. 1 S., r. 11 E .•.••.•..•••••••••••••• 
Sent vp since June 1, 1849. 
Map oft. 2 S., r. 13 E .................... Map oft. 2 S., r. 13 E . .................... .. 
Map oft. 1 S., r. 6 E .•••....••.••..•.•.. Map oft. 1 S., r. 6 E ...•.•..•.•.••.•..• , •.. 
Map oft. 2 S., r. 8 E ••••.•.•••••••••.•.. Map oft. 2 S., r. 8 E ...........•••..•••••.. 
Map oft. 2 S., r. 12 E.................... Map oft. 2 S., r. 12 E .....••••••....•.••••.. 
Map oft. 1 S., r. 7 E.................... Map oft. 1 S., r. 7 E ............•...•...... 
I!OUTHEASTERN DISTRICT, 







Section 49, t. 1 S ., r. 7 E. 









Map oft. 10 S., r. 7 E .............. ······I Map oft. 10 S., r. 7 E., E. ofMississippi river .. I Original survey~. 
Map oft. 11 S., r. 8 E .................... Map oft. 11 S., r. 8 E ...••.... do ......•• do.. do. 









General Land Office. 
SOUTHEASTERN DISTRICT-Continued. 
Sent up previous to .June 1, 1849. 
1 diagram .••••••.•••••••••••••••.••••••. 
1 diagrarn .••••••••••....••••.••••••••.•. 
1 diagram .............................. . 
1 diagram .••••••••..••..••••• , ••••••• , •• 
1 diagram ..•.•••••.••••••.•••••.••••••.. 
1 ~!agt·am .•••.••••••• , •••••••••••••••••. 
l u1agram ....•.....•.•.••• , ............ . 
Map oft. 13 S., r. 19 E .... , ............. . 
1 diagram .•.••••.•••..••••.••••••••••••. 
Se11t up since June 1, 1849. 
1 diagram .•.••••...••.••••.••••••••••••. 
Map oft. 9 S., r. 13 E .........•••..•.••.. 
1 diagram .•..•••••••••••••...•....•.•... 
1 dimgram ........................ ; •• • • • • 
1 diagram .•••••••.•..•••••.•• ·••• • • •· · • • 
1 diagram .•••.••••••..•.•••••..• · ...•• •. 
1 diagram .••••••••••••••.•• ••· •. • .• •••• • 
SOYTHWESTER:W DISTRICT. 
Sent up p1·evious to June I, 1849. 
'Map oft. 2 N., r. 1 E .•••••••••••.••••• · 
Map oft. 11 S., r. 10 E ............... • • • • 
Map oft. 6 N., r. 3 W .... "' ......... .. 
Map oft. 2 N., r. 1 W ................ .. 
Map oft. 14 S., r. 4 E .•.....•..•..•• • • • • 
G-Continued. 
Registers' offices. 
1 diagram, west of the Mississippi river ..••••.. 
1 diagram •••••••••. do •••••••. de •••••••..••. 
1 diagram .•••• .' ••.. do ....•••. do ••••••••••. , 
1 diagram .......... do ••••.••. do •..••••.•... 
1 diagram .......... do ....... do .......... .. 
Map oft. 13 S., r. 19 E., ·w. of Mississippi river 
1 diagram •••••.•••••.•••..•.. do .••.•••••••. 
1 diagram, west of the Mississippi river .•• , •.•. 
Map oft. 9 S., r. 13 .. do .••...•. do •••.••.•.•.. 
1 diagram .•.•••.•.. do .•••.••. do .•••••••••. , 
1 diagram ...•••.••. do •••••... do ..••....•••. 
1 diagram ..•••••••. do .••••••• do .•.••••..••. 
1 diagram •••••••• _ .do .•..•••. d,o •••••.•••••. 
1 diagrarn •••••••••• do •••••••• do .••.•••••••. 
24 plats of claims ........................... , 
lVIap oft. 2 N., r. 1 E ............ , ......... .. 
20 plats of clairns ••••. •••••....••••••..•••••. 
Map oft. 11 S., r. 10 E .................... .. 
Map oft. 6 N., r. :i W .......... ,. ........ . 
Map oft. 2 N., r. 1 ,V .................... . 
Map oft. 14 S., r. 4 E. 
Remarks. 
Section 31, t. 2, r. 8 E. 
Section 61, t. 10, r. 14 E. 
Section 97, t. 17, r. 17 E. 
Sections in t. 21, r. 23 E. 
Sections in t. 21, r. 24 E. 
Sections in t. 13, r. 14 E. 
Section<! in t. 14, r. 14 E. 
Original surveyf'. 
Section 19, t. 14 S., r. 16 E. 
Section 114, and lot 12 of section 1M, t. 14, r. 15 E. 
Corrective surveys. 
Lot 1 of section 99, t. 9, r. 12 E. 
Section 1, t. 10, r. 12 E. 
s,ctions in t. 10 S., r. 13 E. 
Sections in t. 16, r. 13 E. 
Sections in t. 17, r. 13 E. 
Int. 6 N., r. 5 W. 
Corrective surveys. 













Sent ttp since June 1, 1849. 
1 plat of claim •.•••••••• • • • •••••••• • .•••.. 
1 diag~am ....... • · • · · • • • •• • • • · • · · • • · • • · · · 
1\tlap oft. 12 S., r. 6 E ..••...•.••....• , •.. 
1 plat of claim •••.•••• • • •• ; • • •• • • • • • · • • • • ··.I 
Map oft. 12 S., r. 4 W .•...•.......•• , ,,, .•. 
1 diagram ....••••..••.•..••••••• , •••.• , •••. 
Map oft , 12 S., r. 6 E .•..•••••.••••.• , .• . •... 
1 diagram ...••...• , ....... ,, •......••..... , 
Section 53, t. 1 S,, r. ~ ~~ 
Copy of map in this officP. , 
Sect:ona in t , 14 S. , r. 6 E. 
Corrective surveys. 
Sections 9 and 111, t , 13 S ., r. 7 E. 1 diagram .•• • •• • · · • • • • • • • • • • • •• • • • · • • • · · 
l diagram ..••. • • • •· • · • · • · · ·· · · · · · · · • • • • · 
~1 diagram •.•• ••• • • • • • • • • • • • • · · • • • • · •• • · · e; 
1 diagram •..•••.•...•..•.••••..•• , ..•..•... 
1 diagram . ..•.• 8 •••••••••••• i6 • ., • ....... , ••• 
Sections 11, 12, 14, 13, 24, 49, t. j 3 S., r. 4 E. 
Sections 6, 7, 8, 9, 12, 17, 18, 51, 5~, 53, t . 13 S., r. 5151, 
-- NORTHWE~TERN DISTRICT. 
r= 
~ 
Sent up since JtLne 1, 1849. 
w . 
1 dtagranl., •••••••• • · · • • • • • • • · • • • • · • • • • · 1 d!ngram •••••••••.•••••.••••••••••••••.• , ·j Sect. ~on 3~ and lot 14 of section 31, t, 10 :N., r, 6 W , 
1 diagram . . . ••.•......••. ,, ...• ,,,,, .•. ,,,. Secnons m t, 11 :N"., r . 7 "\V, l diaeram ....••... • · • • •• • · • · • · • · • • • • · • · · 
lVlap oft. 4 N., r. 4 W ...•..•..•...•.••••. Map oft. 4 N ., r. 4 Vv •.•.•...•.••• , . , . • • •• • . Correctil'e surveys. 
DISTRICT NORTH OF RED RIVER. 
Sent up previous to June 1, Hl<!9. 
Map oft. 21 N., r. 11 E ...... ,............ Map oft. 21 N., r. 11 :E ••••• ,,............... Original surveys. 
l\1apoft 22N.,r.llE .•••.•......••.•.. Mapoft.22N.,r.11E...................... do , 
Map oft. 6 N., r. 3 W.................. JV[ap oft. 6 N, r. 3 W..................... Corrective surveys, 
1 diagtam •••••• ,, ••• , •. , ..••••••••••.••• 1 diagram.................................. Sections in t. 6 N ., r. :l w. 
Sent up since June 1, 1849. 
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RECAPITULATION. 
Maps sent up to- Diagrams sent up to- Plats of claims sent up to-
cU cU Q) .., (.) (.) 
~ rzi !!S ui ~ rD 
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c:s 0 o:s 0 c!! 0 
~ ~UJ ~ ~ ~ ... ~ 
'"§ '"' <a ~ .s ~ C1) . rJl .a '"' --J a; Q) 'b'o Q) 'b"JJ ... 'i;j, ~ c 0 c 0 c 0 C1) C1) C1) ® QJ <lol 
CJ ~ E-4 c ~ E-4 c ~ E-4 -------- --- ----------t-- --- ~--~ 
27 28 55 24 2.t 
S.JiR:V,E;YO,R .G,1!'~fRAL 1S OFFICE, 
P~'f}q,f~son~WeJ La., October 18, 1S49', 
.'I 
I 45 l M 81 
R. W. BOYD, 
~ve~91' GentraJ of Lo-uisi!III'Ya 
H. 
List of person,s commisstoned by Robert W. 11oyd, surveyor general, ds deputy :Jurveyors for the district df Lduisiana. 
-
Names. Date of cdmmis .. Date of oath. Re.;;idelice• H.ow employed. 
sioti. 
-
Albert G. Phelps .•••••••• • · July 10, 1849 July 10, 1849 Parish of Rap ides .......... Contract in southwestern district. 
A. L. Fields .............. • • ••••••• do •••••••• July 13, 1849 Franklin ........••..•.•• , Do do . 
G. S. vValmsley ........ · • · · • ••• • • • . do ••••••• , July 23, 1849 Parish of Natchitoches ..••• Contract in northwestern di~>trict • 
W. W. Farmer ••••••••.• •· . • • • , •.. do •••••. ,. .................. Parish of Ouachita ....••••• Contract in north of Red river . 
G. W. Morse ............... • • • • • • • • do •••••••• . .................. Parish of Natchitoches .••.. Contract in northwestern dis:rict. 
Andrew Crawford .•••.•••• · . • • • • • • • do .• ~ •.••. August 11, 1849 Parish of Pointe Coupee .•• Contract in southeastern district, 
J. Claxton Taylor ••••.•.• •· ..•••••. do ..••••.. July 12, 1849 Baton Rouge •.•.•..•.••••• Contract in Greensburg district. 
Helilry Waller .•.••.••••• • • • July 12, 1849 • . • •. • • • do ...•.•.. . ..... do .•••..•.••..••.... 
W. G. '\Valler .............. •..•.••• do ..•..... July 16, 1849 •••••. do .....••••••••••••• 
Silas Taylor •...••••••..•. • July 18 1849 July 18, 1849 Donaldsonvilla ..••...••.•• Contract in Greensburg district. 
A. W. Warren .•...•.•••.. J aly 25, 1849 July 26, 1849 ..•.. . do .•••.•.•••••••..•. Contract in southeastem e:listrict. 
Joseph Trdskolawski ...... ,. July 27, 1849 July 27, 1849 Bnton Rouge ...••••••• , •.• Contract in Greensburg district. 
Henry Washington .•.•••... August :25, 1849 August ~5, 1849 Donaldsonville .•.•..••.•.• Contract in north of Red river. 
Thomas Hunter ...•.•••.•.. August 27, HH9 AuguBt 27, 1849 N ateh i tache~ ..••••.•.•.•.. 
W m. J. McCulloh ..••.••••. S'ept. 3, 1849 Se~tember 3, 1849 Donaldsonvtlle ••••••.•.•.. Contract in north of Red river and Green's burg district. 
Abner D. Minor .•••••••.••• . . . • .••. do ..•...•• . . . •• . • . do ..••.•.. New Iberia ..•.•.•.•.•.••. 
John J. Knowltllln .•.••••••• Sept. 13, 1849 Sept. 13, 1849 West Feliciana ............ 
C. F. Berens .••...•••.•••• . . • •• • •• do .•••.... . . . •• • • • do ...•..•• Parish of Plaquemine •••••• 
Thomns H. Weightman .••• Sept. 29, 1849 Sept. 26, 1849 Thibodeaux ............... 
F. 0. Dugas ............... October 8, 1849 October 8, 1849 Parish of St. Martin'il ..•••• 
Charles J. Cabell ........... . • • •• • • . do .••••.•. . , ••••.. do •••••••• Donaldsonville ..••••••••.. Contract in Greensburg district. 
SuavEYoR GENERAL's OFFicE, Donaldsonville, Louisiana, October 18, 1849. 
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Jackson, }J1.ississippi, October 31, 1849. 
Sm: In acc-ordance with instructio11s from the department of 
28th of Aug11st, 1848, modified by the communication of the 29th 
May last, I submit here·with a report of the proceedings of this office from 
the date of my Iast annual report,- October 15, 1847, to the present time. 
Exhibit A, is a statement of the contfacts for resurveying entered into 
since my Iast report, together with those returned and approved within 
the same period. 
Exhibit B, is a statement of "'rarrants issued to confirmed land claim. 
ants east of Pearl river, for de:ficits in quantity, under the acts of Mareh 
3, 1845, and August 5, 1848, si'Jlce my Jeport of October, 1847. There 
are numerous other claims in 1hat district entitled to deficits under the 
acts referred to; but aH the cases have been duly disposed of, in which 
applicatim~s ha-ve been marle to this oifice for the benefit ef those acts. 
Descriptive notes of eight townships have recently been Jl)repmred for 
the ''"ashingtnn land district; and ~ince my last report, the field-notes of 
65 resurveyed townships have been transcribed and recorded. 
Re:::-,urveys of 49 townships in the dist:Fict west of Pearl river have been 
returned and examined during the same period, togethe:r with numerous 
fractional to-vvnships, detached boundaries, isJamds, claims, and other 
pieces of surveying in varions portions of the State . Four plats of each 
of these townships and fractional townships have been prepared by the 
draughtsman-two for preservation in this office, oi1e for the :r;egister, and 
one for the department. 
Conformably to instructions from the Commissioner of the 28th of 
November, 1847, a tabular exhibit of the private claims east of Pearl riv'e1 
has been prepared and forwarded to the department, so arranged as to show 
all tbe action which has been had upon the respective confirmed claims 
from the period c'f their confirmation up to the present time. The prepara-
tion of this volumjnous docume11t demanded great }abor and investigation. 
I t ·will be found to embrace in an intelligible and comprehensive form all 
the material faets in reference to the claims ineluded in the several reports 
of the eummissioners, and the entire action of this office in each individual 
case. On the 7th of November last, instructions were issued to this office 
for the preparation of a report, 10 exhibit the condition of all the claims 
east of Pearl river requiring to be resurveyed. rrhese instructicms were 
duly received, and I regret that the labor of bringmg the currei1t busi-
ness of this office to a final close has prevented me from completing the . 
exhibit called ior . I presurne, however, that the abolition of the office 
will obviate the neces~ity of a report, which could only be useful in the 
event of its continuance. 
The field operations 'vhkh have e11gaged the attention of the office 
sinee my last report are principally confitled to the district ·west of 
Pearl river. The resurveys in that quarter have been vigorously cou-
ducted, and there is now remaining but a small balance of the funds ap-
propriated at various times for that service. I had hoped that there· 
surveying contemplated by those appropriations could be finished before 
the abolition of the of-fices; but the overflow of the Mississippi prevented 
the survey of several wwnships contracted for; and since the water has 
subsided, the time has been too limited to admit of their completion. 
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In pursuance of instructions from the Commissioner of the 28th of 
August, 1848, for the closing of the office, I transmit by this mail there-
eeipt of the secretary of state of Mississippi, for the papers, instruments, 
fnrniture, &c., pertaining to it. A duplicate is retained and filed among 
the official papers. 
The descriptive notes for the district offices, and the transcripts of field-
notes for the department, have been so classified and arranged that the 
secretary of state can deliver them over, without delay, to any agent of 
the government appointed to receive them. I would suggest, however, 
that the descriptive notes be carefully compared with tbe original field. no tes, 
~efore despatching them to their final destinations in the registers' offices. 
'rhis duty might be performed, perhaps, by an agent or clerk of the de-
partment. 
As this report closes the operations of this office, I have deemed it un-
necessary to embrace a statement of the several pieces of unfinished sur-
veying referred to in previous communications by me, urging the expe-
.dieney of their completion. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. BuTTERFIELD, Esq., 
C. A. BRADFORD, 
Surveyot· South of Tennessee. 
Commissioner Oerteral Land Q!Jice, 
l'V.eshingion, D. C. 
A. 
Exhibits if contractsfm· surveys entered into between October 1, 1847, and October 31, 1849, together with those 'returned 
and approved in same period, 
By whnm taken and Date of Time allowed. Estimated Rate Exten-t of Amount. Situation of contract. Remarks. 
return ed. contract. amount, per mile. contract . 
.Ms. chs lks. 
J osep h McGuire .... Dec. 14, 184 7 ................ ........... $8 8 58 60 $69 86 Choctaw district. .. Small island in Mississippi river. 
Henry H amblin .... JCln 15, !R48 To July 1, 1848 $500 7 54 17 01 379 49 Dist. W. of Pearl r. 
H. C. Daniel.. .•••. l\ pr. 19, 1848 " Mar. 1, 184\1 4,500 5&7 1167 66 47 G,179 00 Dist. W. of Pearl r. 
C. M. Bradfo rd., .. Nov. 11, 1848 " .Tune I, 1 8~9 5,000 5&7 67G 25 21 3,56t (jl Dist. W. of Pearl r. Time extended. 
John M11xwe I ..... f?eb. 1, 11"49 " June 30, 1849 ··········· 8 ...... , ... ········· · Island in Mis~. river Not returned yet. C. M. Bradford .... May 24, 1849 " Aug. ~2, 1849 Paid by day ........ .......... 68t 00 Dist. W. of Pearlr. "Triangular l:ltrip," ne~r Natchez. 
C. A. Merrill .••••. Sept. 5, 11:-49 ················ ........... 4 31 ~0 . ......... Di>-t. E. of Pearlr. Claim of Bates i deputy paid by p:nties. ' 
Henry Hamhlin .•.. Aug. 18, 1846 ................ ··········· 8 141 40 96 1, 132 10 Dist. E. of Pearl t'. Survey returned since l;:lst report. B. C. Dani el.. ••••. Mar. 31, 1847 " Jan , 1, 1848 4,500 5&7 1018 ()8 32 5,43;) 34 Dist. vV. of Pearl r. Survey returned sinee last report. 
llenry Hamhlin., .. J tJ n. lR, 1847 " Aug-. 1, 1847 3,5011 5&7 6GB 35 :56 3,630 81 Dist. W. of Pearl r. Survey ret urncd si nee last report. 
Sam. ·Hamblin .••.. Feu. 6, 1b47 (, Aug. 1, 1847 3,000 5&7 48;3 46 63 2,5t6 78 Dist. W. of Pearl r. Survey returned s~nce laf(lt report. 
------
Total. •••••• ............... ................ 21, ooo ...... " 14223 10 26 23,655 99 
Suu.vEYon's 0FFJ~E, Jacksvn, Jlfississi1 pi, October 31 1 184U! 











Statement of warrants isStued to confirmed claimants for deficits in quantity, under acts of March 3, 1845, and August 5, 
1848, since date of last report, October 15, 1847. 
-
..., s s= t .... ~ 0 ·~ 
c:s ·~ 0... <3 s ~ -c.i Q) .... - Character of report. Date of confirm- Original confirmee. ·~ Original locatien. Remarks. ....... .... .... 0 
0 0 0 s... atory law. <3 
s... ... s... Q) .... 
'!:' '"' Q) 0 0 s ..a ,;;, ~ d '<::) E 5 ~ Q) ,.::: 
::> ::s ::s ,.I:; .:a ~ z z z u -- --
~5 12 1 Register & receiver. Donation. Mar. 3, 1845 Mahershallahash- 160.81 479.19 Sec. 6,(7)T.l, R. 7W. Issued Dec. 7, 1847. 
bay Lyle. 
~6 66 12 Comm'r Crawford\, • • • • do •••• Mar. 3, 1819 Jacob Page ..•••••• 404.26 235.74 Sec. 37, T. 2, R. 8 W •. Issued Mar. 6, 1848; war-
I rant returned, and true 
deficit, 223.25 acres en-
" dorsed thereon, & then forwarded to Mr. Lew-
Sec. 10, T. 7, R. 6 vV .. 
is, Sept. 2t 1849. 
27 102 12 .•••..•• do .•••.••. . . • • do .••• Mar. 3, 1819 Simon Cum bert. .•• 491.97 148.03 Issued March 6, Hl48. 
28 127 12 . . . • . . . . do ..•..•. .... do .... Mar . 3, 1819 Charles Ely .•••••• 561.12 78.88 Sec. 15, T. T, R. 6 W .. Issued March 6, 18i8. 
29 47 1 Register & receiver. .... do .••• Mar. 3, 1845 Bunvell Rouse ...•. 319.00 321.00 Sec. 25, T. 2, R. 8W .. Issued March 6, 1848. 
30 27 10 Comm'r Crawford's .••. do •••. Mar. 3, 1819 HeirsofJ. B. Beau- 449.66 190.34 Sees. 1 & 12, T. 8, R. 7 W Issued March 6, 1848. 
dreaux. 
31 87 12 ........ do ........ .••• do •••• Mar. 3, 1819 Wm. Holland, un- 54.9.06 90.94 Sec. 10, T. 2, R. 8 W •• Issued May 23, 1848. 
32 
der S. Armstrong. 
5, T. 8, R. 7 W .. 161 12 .••••••• do .• , ••••• .... do •••• Mar. 3, 1819 Joseph S. Moore .•• 640.00 160.00 Sec. Issued Dec. 22, 1848 ; . conflicts with c. c. 
Ru::;sell, and relinquish-
ed under 4th section of 
act of March 3, 1815, 
and warrant issued for 
33 143 1 Register&receiver •••• ,do., •• May 8, 1822 Rep's of Jas. White 245.38 394.62 Sec. 
quantity relinquished. 











6 6 ~ .. ' 0 ·~ ~ -~ c.. C) ::: 0 ~ 
Character of report. ..... Dafe of confirm-..... ..... ..... 0 




..::> ..0 ~ E s E $-- eu ::l ::l ::s ...::: z z z 0 -- -- - - -. ~ 
34 148 12 Comm'r Crawford's Donation, Mar. 3, 1819 
as 79 12 .••••••. do .•.•••.. . • •• do .••. Mar . 3, 1819 
.36 11 l Register & reeleiver .... ilo .... Mar. 3, 1845 
37 59 12 Comm'r CravJfor.d's .••. do .... Mur 3, 11H9 
:38 64 12 . . . •• . . . do ...•.•.. .... do •••• Mar. 3, 1819 
SuRVEYO R's 0Frlc~t , Jackson, ~lissi5sf.ppi, October 31, !849, 
B-Oontinued. 





~ ~ ~ 
Chas, C. Rusaell .•. 480.00 160.00 
George Eubanks ... 166.47 473.53 
Chas. Holland, jr .. 590.52 49.48 
Moses Ward ...•.. 553.50 86.50 
Isaac Ryan ..•••••• 567.48 i5.!.52 
.~ . -
-
Original loelation. Remarks. 
t" 
Parts s~cs. 4 & 5, T. 8, Issued Apri117, 1849. 
R.i W. 
Sec. 48, T. 1, R. B W ,; fssued Sept, 24, 18:!9, 
andS.42, T.l, R. 'i W . 
Sec. 36, T. 2, R. 8 W .. Is~ued Sept. 24, 1849. 
Sec. 11, T. 2, R. 8 W •. Is£uad Oct. 6, 1849. 
Sec. 12, T. 3, R 8 W •. Issued Oct. 6, 1849. 
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REPORT OF THE SURVEYOR GENERA.L OF FLORID.\. 
SuRVEYOR GENERAL's OFFICE, 
St. Augustine, October 10, 1849. 
Sm: I have the honor to submit my annual report, accompanied with 
triplicate maps, marked A, exhibiting the state and condition of the sur-
veys of the public lands in Florida-those under contract, and those cc,n-
templated the ensuing season. Tabular statements also accompany, 
marked B, C, D, E, F, explanatoryofthe field-labor and fiscal condition 
of this office. 
vVhen I entered upon the discharge of my official duties as surveyor 
general, on the 14th ot l\fay of the present year, I found that twelve dep-
uties had been employed by my predecessor-their contracts covering 
about 130 townships. Three of them-John M. Irwin, F. R. Loring, 
and A. H. McCormick-had completed and returned their work. That 
of Mr. Irwin had been prepared, but not examined and approved by my 
predecessor; and this obliged me to have it carefully and thoroughly ex-
amined before I could approve mud report it. It occupied ninety-six town-
ship plats, and required in its examination almost as much time and labor 
as had aLready been bestowed in the preparation of it before I came into 
office. 'rhe office-work of Messrs. Lo1 ing and McCormick was unfin-
ished, and was completed and reported by me with that of :Mr. Irwin. 
MIChael Garrison had made a return of part of his work, which I found 
in an unfinished state, and in such a condition that it could not be pre-
pared. It is in the same situation still. His attention has been called to 
this subject, and his presence has been required at this office, to give the 
requisite explanations to enable my draughtsman to prepare the work; but 
as yet he has not complied. This may be attributable to his inability, as 
I learn, to travel, being quite an old man, and very infirm, and destitute 
of means. If it can be reported, it shall be, as soon as it can be placed 
in a condition to enable me to do so. Eight other deputies-].![essrs. A. 
H. Jones, John -\Vestcott, C. C. Tracy, James M. Gould, Henry Wells, 
John Jackson, George Watson, jr., and Benjamin F. ·vvhitner-have com-
pleted their contracts, and returned their work; and that of Messrs. Jones, 
Westcott, Tracy, and Gould has been reported by me. The returns of 
J\1essrs. Wells, Watson, and Whitner were not made in time to enable me 
to transmit their work before my annual report: it will be forwarded at an 
early period. 
'I\vo of the contracts given by my predecessor during the last spring-
to John Jackson and John M. Irwin-covered lands within the twenty-
mile reserve around the Indian boundary. These have been completed; 
and the work of Mr. Jackson has been returned, and is ready for my ap-
proval, but is suspended for instructions from you. Mr. Irwin has not 
yet made his return. I have given one contract for the survey of the 
public lands: another will be executed in a few days, and others will be 
given as soon as I can obtain competent and skilful deputies for the exe-
cution of the work. 
'I'he existing difficulties may interfere with further surveys for the pres-
ent so nth of the second parallel; but, if no embarrassment shall occur 
fi·om this cause, deputies will be employed to proceed with the surveys 
about the mouth of the Suwanee river, and north and west of it, where 
I learn that a very extensive body of valuable land is situated, a portion 
of which is embraced in the last contract of Mr. Jones; and also south of 
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the mouth of the Suwanee, and between that and the Anctote river-a 
section of country also embracing, as I learn from credible and reliable 
sources, a large quantity of very valuable land, some of which is included 
in the contract of Mr. Garrison, already referred to. The survey ef this 
and similar lands, much of which remains unsurveyed, east and west of 
the Suwanee, will be extmmely difficult, and subject the deputy to unu-
sually severe hardship, labor, and expense-covered, as they are, with 
heavy and dense growth in some places almost impassable., and extensive 
swamps almost impenetrable, but well timbered, and possessing rich and 
valuable soil. 
Skill and fidelity are required for the thorough execution of such work; 
and the services of such deputies cannot be secured for the ordinary com-
pensation of $4 per mile. I have therefore submitted an estimate of $6 
per mile for such work, and earnestly urge the appropriation of the amount 
asked for this purpose. In this kind of work may also be included those 
lands which are interrupted by lakes, marshes, and other obstructions, 
rendering their survey arduous and expensive. T ·o these may be added 
the scrap lands east and west of the Suwanee. 
A large quantity of land which I learn has been reported as worthless 
or impracticable to he surveyed, has been since discovered not to be so, 
but the land has proved to be good, and the survey of it, though very 
difficult, has nevertheless been accomplished. Some of these lands are· 
embraced in the contract of Mr. ·westcott, already referred to. The re-
ports, therefore, heretofore made are not reliable; and I have little doubt 
that the survey of all these lands, when 1atterBpted by persevering, faith-
ful, and skilful surveyors, sufficiently compensated, will he found entirely 
practicable, though probably very difficult and laborious. In consequence 
of these discoveries, I have directed a deputy, Mr. M. A. ·williams, to 
proceed to the survey of some townships embraced in his recent contract, 
in Nassau county, and north of the first parallel. I learn that much of 
the land in that county has not been sectioned, because not considered of 
sufficient value to meet the expense of survey. If this was true at any 
period, it is ceasing to be so now, and the land in that section of the State 
is appreciating. The pine tree, with which it is well timbered, has within 
a few years become very valuable, commanding good prices, being re-
quired for building purposes, and for the manufacture of tar and turpen-
tine, for which it is found as well,. if not better suited than the pine tree 
of North Carolina. Several persons are ROW engaged, and others are pre-
paring to engage, in this business. An application has recently been made 
by one individual in that county to purchase 1,000 acres of public la11d 
at the minimum price of $1 25 per acre; but the purchase could not be 
effected, as the lands, not having been sectioned, were not in a condition 
to be sold. In connexion with this subject, I will remark, that a railroad 
charter was granted during the last winter, by the General AssAmbly of 
Florida, to a company, who have it in contemplation to construct a road 
from or near the junction of St. Mary's and Bell's rivers, in Nassau county, 
on the Atlantic, to Cedar Keys, near the mouth of the Suwanee, on the 
gulf. A great quantity of public pine land is situated on this liue; and, 
if the road shall be constructed, (of which there is a strong probability,) 
these lands will be in demand for the purposes mentioned, and for others 
to which such timber is now being profitably applied: and it is therefore 
advisable that all such lands should be sectioned, so that they may be in 
market when required. And, whether this road shall be constructed be-
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tw·een the points named or· between any other. two points on the Atlantic 
and gulf, it will necessarily pass over much public land, and that mostly 
tiabered with pine, the value of which will be thus very greatly en-
hanced. I therefore recommend that all the townships which have not 
been subdivided be sectioned, without reference to the present apparent ; 
value ·'Of the land within them. 
As some evidence of the expediency and propriety of this being . done,. 
I will remark, that much of the land situated about the· mouth of lndian 
river, and north and south of it for some distance, which was thought to 
be of no value, has very. much appreciated; and, as soon as the·· Indians 
shall be removed from the State, and persons can fee1 themsel:ves secure" 
in their occupation and cultivation of these lands, they can be readily: 
sold. The climate and soil.are adapted to the rearing and growth of all 
the tropical plants, and the fruit can be produced there in great abun-
dance, uninterrupted by frost, which does not extend there. The facili-
ties, to be increased as circmnstances shall require,_of quick transportation 
by steamers, will give these people a decided advantage over the West 
Indians, and in time ·a monopoly of the fruit market in the United States .. 
Thus the value of all these lands lying on the eastern coast of the penin-
sula and the gulf coast will be enhanced by these causes, a stimulus wilL 
be given to a new branch of industry, the agricultural· interest of the State 
will be promoted, and the condition of its citizens impw~ed. 
In consequence of the presence of the Indians,. a very large body of land. 
south of the fourth parallel has been excluded from survey; a range of 
country embracing, exclus1.ve of the everglade, over three hundred and 
sixty thousand acres of land, . a large portion of which is represented to be· 
quite valuable. I will respectfully call your attention to the subject of the 
land formerly included within the military reserNe at Tampa Bay. This 
reserve, which at one period had an extent of sixteen miles square, has-
long since been reduced w>ilthin very narrow limits,: and the same extent of 
land will, not probably be again required for military purpo~es. Sinee its. 
reduction Congress has grauted one hundred and sixty acres of the land, 
to the county of Hilbborough, for a county site. This land having been 
detached from the contwl of the General Land Office, ha~ not yet been 
surv~yed. Settlers are collecting upon it; and as it combines many ad-
vantages of location, it is believed that it will in time attract a large popu-
lation, and it should he surveyed to enable persons to make purchases, 
and for this purpose it ought to be re-attached to the General Land Office. 
Before my appointment, the survey and location of the private land 
grants had been disconnected from this office, and under the act of the 28th 
of June, 1848, had been assigned to a superintendent, Mr. John W ~Bryant,. 
at a per diem compensation of $5 and expenses. paid. Immediately after my 
appointment, this arrangement was annulled, a:nd that duty, the most 
arduous and laborious of those devolving on me, was assigned to me. 
Tbis branch of the surveys claims and engrosses most of my time, being 
necessarily obliged to examine the grants and Spanish surveys before they 
are delivered to the deputies, to examine and settle difficult and perplexing 
questions constantly arising in their location, and attending to the applica-
twns of the deputies, who often become embanassed in the .field, and resort 
to this office for special instructions, explanations and advice. All the 
work which was let to contract bv the late Commissioner of the General 
Land Office under the said act of 28th June, 1848, the sh_perintendence of 
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which was assigned by him to Mr. Bryant, was, in conseqlience of that 
duty being devolved on the surveyor general, returned to this office, and 
has been examined, approved, and report~d by me to the General Land 
Office, the amount and extent of which are exhibited in tabular statement 
D. Thus the duties assigned to the superintendent, and for the discharge 
of which the government had engaged to pay, including the per diem of 
the snperintendent and his necessary expenses, about $3,000, have been 
perf..')rrned by me without any additional compensation. 
By the practice prevailing in this office from an early period, the plats 
required to be made and delivered to the claimants were prepared by the 
surveyor, but by your recent decision it is made official work, and this 
devolves on me an additional duty. 
Tabular statement E, exhibits the number, amount and extent of the 
contracts given by me for the survey of the private land gmnts for the en-
suing season. Some of the deputies are already iu the field engagtd in 
their respeetive distriets, in the execution of their work; the uthers will be 
in the field in a short time. Public and general notice has been given to 
claimants, and they have been requested to furnish the surveyors with all 
necessary aid and information to enable them to locate the grants in their 
several distriets correctly and satisfactorily. 
Upon a careful investigation, the result of which is given in tabular 
statement G, I find the number of private land grants which have been 
confirmed to amount to 853: of these, 788 were confirmed by the land 
commissioner, the register and receiver acting as such, and by the several 
acts of Congress confirming their reports, and sixty-five by the courts. 
Of these, 295 were located prior to December, 1848, and 110 subsequently, 
leaving about 448 still to be located, which, at an estimated average of seven 
miles to a claim, will give 3,136 miles of location and connexion. These 
853 claims, whieh are situated iu East Florida, embrace 1,562,936 acres of 
land; those which have located, 678,267 acres; and those still to be located, 
884,669 acres. The resurveys on the Halifax river and about the head of 
Indian river, will considerably increase the last mentioned quantity. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
B. A. PUTNAl\'I, 
JusTIN BuTTERFIELD, Esq., 
Surveyor Geueral. 
Commissioner General Land Qffice, rVashington, D. C. 
B.-Statements rif contracts for sun,eying tlze public lands in tke State of Florida, 'lvhich luwe been surveyed and returned 
to the f!ijice of the surveyor general in the year· ending Septe,rnber 30, 1849. 
Date of con- !Name of contractor.! Time allowed. 
tract. 
---,-----
May 29, 1847 John M. Irwin .... Dec. 1, ]847 
Apr. 19, 1848 John Jackson..... Nov. 1, 1848 
Sept. 14, 1848 Ab. H. McCormkk Apr. 1, 1849 
Sept.18, 184B Fred. R. Loring .•. MRy 18, 18-1 9 
Sept. 18, 184(1; James M. Gould ... Apr. 18, 18·1!:) 
Sept. 18, 1848 Alfred H. Jones .•. 1 May 18, 1849 
Sept.18, 18481 Chade. C. Tmcy .. l Ap,. 18, 18491 
Oct. 18, 1848 John vVe~tcott.... Apr. 18, 1849 
Dec. 16, 1848 John Jackson .•••. June 16, 1849 
Mar. 27, 1846 Mich '1 Garrison .•. Oct. 1, 1846 
Sept. 27, 1848 Geo. Watson, jr ... Apr. 27, 184~ 
Nov.l3, 1848 BAnj. F. Whitner .. June 30, 1849 
Dec. 1, 1848 Henry Wells ..••. July 1, 1849 
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1,166 63 44 $4,667 14 .............. 
685 41 60 2, 743 08 .............. 
404 12 85 1,616 64 ...... ........ 
542 51 60 2, 170 58 ...... ........ 
558 18 00 2,232 72 ...... ........ 
Remmks. 
Work comrleterl nnd returned to the Gen'l Land Office. 
Work returned to the General Land Office by Colonel 
Butler, late surveyor generaL 
"\Vork completed nnd returned to the Gen'l Land Office • 
Do do do do. 
Do do no do . 
549 04 08 2, 204 34 • • • • • • . • • • . • . . Work completed and returned to General Land Offi,..e, 
two of these townships having beAn returned by Col. 
Butler, late surveyor general; extra compensation not 
included here. 
60 l 22 1312, 405 10 1· ..... I ....... ·1 Work com pleterl and "tmned to the Gen 'l Land Office. 
599 27 39 2, 397 37 .. .. .. • .. • .. .. Do do do do. 
579 14 13 2, 316 70 • • . • . . • • • • • • • • Work returned to this office and prepared, bnt is sus-
pended for instruction fwm the General Land Office; 
accounts made out. ............ . . . . . . . . . . 375 $1,500 Work returned to this office recently has not been pre-
pared because of its incomplete state. 
············ .......... 600 2,400 Work lately returned to this office not yet prepared. ············ .......... 600 2,400 Do do do do. ............ ... ...... 600 2,400 Work lately returned to this office nearly prepared . .... , .. "'''' .......... 550 I 2,200 Work expected to be returned to this office in a few days. 











Statement cif those conttacts which have been recently let for the survey of public lands in the State cif Floridrt for the 
ensuing season. 
I 
Date of contract. Name of contractor. Time allowed. Number of Price per Amount or Remarks. 
miles. mile.- contraet.-
.. 
Aug-. 30, 1849 Marcellus A. Williams .•. Mar. 1, 1850 458 $4 00 $1,832 00 Not yet in the field. 
Alfred H. J oacs .•••••••. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ............ ............ ............ Contract to be executed in a: few days. 
~- --- - - ----- -
SuRTEY6n GBN:&RAL's OFFICE, St. Augustine, Stptembe)' 30, 1849. 











Statement of contracts jfJr surtJeying private claims: in the State cif .Plr>ri:da, 'Which have been survey eel and returned to tlte 











































Q.) 0 u 
>-- ~ 
"'~><­
::: Q) a:s 





















---1 r r 1-----t-__..._-1----f---1~--~---------
1848. I I I 1S4~. Milts chs. lks. .Miles chs. lks.!' 
Nov. 4 Commissioner of the 
General Land Office. David H. Burr •••••• June30 259 03 54 $10 00 167 33 81 $5 00 $3,421 57 Work completet<l and returned 
to the General Land Ofiice. 
Nov. 71 ........ do .......... , R. W. Norris .••••• June39 237 46 23 10 00 390 44 Gl 5 08 4,328 38 
Nov. 20 ........ do .......... A.M. Randolph .... June 39.- 173 35 67 10 00 461 47 91 5 ()0 4,04S 12 
Dec. 10 ........ do.......... Alexander McKay .. June 30 108 54 6.6 Hi 00 125 49 69· 5 00 1, 714 65 
D~ do do 
DOJ do• do 
~ do do 
SvanYoa GENERAL's OniCE, St • .augustine, Scj}tember 30, 184~ .. 










Statement of those contracts which !lave been recently let for the survey of private claims in the. State of Florida for the 
ensuing season. 
Date of contract. Names of contractors. Time allowed. Number of miles. Price per mile Price per mile Remarks. 
for claims and for resurveys 




July 28, 1849 A. M. R11ndolrh •••••••••••••• June 30, 1850 200 $10 00 $5 00 Not yet in the field. 
July f), 1849 Alexande• McKay ••.•••.•••• ·1 June 30, 1850 200 10 00 5 00 Do do 
June 29, 1849 R. W. Norris .•..•.•••.••••••• June 30, 1850 200 10 00 5 ()(} Do do J 
July 5, 1849 David H. Burr............... . June 30, 1850 200 10 00 5 00 De do 
SuRVEYOR GENERAL's OFFICE, St. Jlvgustine, Septem~er 30, 1849. 
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F. 
Estimate for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1850. 
For the survey of public lands •• , •.•..•.•••.•••.•••••••.•••••.•••••••• , • • • • • • • • $~0, 000 
For the survey of private land claims in Florida under the act of June 28, Hl48, inclu-
ding the work now under contract .................... ,....................... 15,000 
For resurveys in Florida, at a rate not exceeding $5 per mile, in connexion with the 
survey of the private land claims in Florida, under the act of June 28, H348, inclu-
cluding the work now under contract ..•.. ,,.................................. 15,000 
For completing certain surveys in Florida, at a rate not exceeding ~6 per mile, in con-
sequence of the peculiar diffi~lties attending the execution of the same, on account 
?f swamps, lakes, marshes, &c., and for scrap w~rk .•.••••••••••••••••••••• , •• , 10,000 
SALARIES. 
Salary of surveyor general ......... ,.,,,., .• , •.••.••• ,.,., •• , •••• , •••• ,,.,, •••• 
For clerks in his office, as now by law appropriated .•••••• ,,., •• , ••• ,, •• ,,,,,,,,. 
CONTINGENCIES. 
For contingent expenses of surveyor general's offioe .••.•••••••••• , •• , •••.••.••••• 
For compensation of contingent draughtsman, clerk, and the copyist, field-note clerks, 
in addition to what may remuin unexpended of the apportionment for these pur-
poses of the present year ................. , , ••. , •• , , .•. , •.••.•••• , ••••.••••••• 
SuRVEYOR GENERAL's OFFICE, 
St . .!Ju.gustine, October, 1849. 








Statement of the number of private land claims in Florida, the number of which have been confirmed, and the numb1r 
which have been located, together with their extent and contents. 
~ 
ai "0 I ~ ~~ Q)~ .... I m..S:: ~ E: ~ 112 CD • l1.l OJ s::: i7l ~ l1.l CD 0 E Number of claims which have been con- 28 b.ll '-' ~ ~ ~-~ . ""...<:: rn Q) Ill Q) E u Q)r;Q ... c;:s..o I'd d ~·~ ~ ........ s ... 0 Q) .... 0 ·a; firmed by the Commissioner, register I!Sil.l s Q) > ii; 112 ~ s:::'a$ ~~..0 .... 0 ~-5~ ""(,) (,) s 1i> Q) ttl.-
C3 0 <l) ~ -5 ;; § .§ :;-u § (3 and receiver, and by the courts. -o ~~ I> 0 e..... ·- -a ..... . ::: ~ ~.s rn • ..... =- s::: c fll .... ~ s::: ..... 'o~ 0 oro <l) "'m '"Q' ... ~ ~ (3 0 O"'j"'d 0"0 d 0-.::l ~-g A ]~] <l) v ~.s::~ .... ......... .!1~ ~ rn >. ;g ll.l ~·2 8 .... 0 ~.~~ N Q) 112 00 112 ttl~ 8 ltl"<ij Q,)..,. ..a 
By the Commission- By the courts. S"".-t 8800 5'8.§ 8~; .n ..0 a:l () _. -e...., . : s ~.~.,2 s 0 - .§ 8 ~fl . :: E...,o;:: ; -g~ e ·-·- ~ ·a.:: a; s::: s::: :s er, register, &c. d .... Q) ·.::~ ro ~ 'o 8.S 5.. ·= ..... s::: s::: :s 0 0 ~~~ ::s o..c (\) z 60....0 Bill.-~ wo<S ~ c;.:::.~ zoo z '-' :::..s zrn- z (,)i::..o 
---- -~--
8 788 65 295 110 7 3,136 3,136 1,562,936 678,267 44.8 884,669 
SuRVEYOR GENERAL's OFFICE, St • .l.lttgustine, September 30, 1849. 
B • ..t\. PUTNAM, Surve~or Genero(. 
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